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COUNTY 


BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


I  hereby  present  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
Services  of  the  Borough  drawn  up  in  connection  with  instructions 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  .  ' 

;  'J  - .  -r 

-  O'  v  #1  .  k 

The  relative  lateness  of  its  appearance  isi  due  entirely  to  the 
fact  that  additional  duties  imposed  upon  my  Department'  of  late, 
more  especially  those  in  connection  with  Air  Raid  Precautions 
schemes,  have  caused  a  certain  amount  of  delay  in  routine  matters. 


During  the  year  the  health  of  the  Borough  remained  good, 
slight  variations  only  occurring  in  the  rates  of  births  and  deaths, 
the  former  remaining  low  compared  with  previous  years,  and  the 
latter  showing  a  slightly  upward  tendency  due  to  respiratory  diseases. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  is  favourable  compared  with  the 
previous  ten  years,  and  the  maternal  mortality  rate  is  the  lowest 
recorded. 


In  connection  with  this  latter,  the  Municipal  Midwife  has  come 
to  stay,  the  independent  midwife  who  is  feeling  too  old  to  practice 
is  going  on  pension,  and  the  handy-woman  has  gone. 


T1  re  demands  made  upon  the  hospital  services  have  necessitated 
plans  for  enlarging  the  accommodation  at  the  Minicipal  Hospital 
and  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  Further  details  are  con¬ 
tained  in  the  body  of  this  Report,  the  perusal  of  which  will  show 
how  much  these  services  are  used. 


Hospitalisation  for  disease  is  becoming  more  and  more  used, 
and  whilst  so  many  of  the  houses  in  this  Borough  are  still  unfor¬ 
tunately  so  unfit  for  the  treatment  of  illness,  this  tendency  must 
be  encouraged 


In  connection  with  housing,  since  the  publication  of  my  last 
Report,  we  have  sustained  two  Inquiries,  asi  a  result  of  which  many 
more  houses  will  be  demolished  and  many  more  tenants;  will  be  re¬ 
housed  in  more  salubrious  neighbourhoods. 


Previous  reports  have  shown  that  this  Biorough  has  the  highest 
percentage  of  overcrowded  houses.  These  have  not  yet  been  dealt 
with  except  those  that  have  been  included  in  Clearance  Areas.  The 
condition  of  the  people  living  in  these  overcrowded  homes  is  very 
serious  indeed,  and  the  problem  must  be  dealt  with  as  expeditiously 
as  possible. 


A.  STUART  HEiBBLETUWAITE. 


Public  Health  Department 
Sunderland, 

June,  1938. 


SUMMARY, 

1937. 


LATITUDE  54°  66'  Worth.  LONGITUDE  1°23'  West. 

AVERAGE  HEIGHT  ABOVE  SEA  LEVEL,  130  feet. 

AREA  OF  THE  BOROUGH  (in  acres) .  6,959 

POPULATION  .  182,900 

ESTIMATED  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  (31st  Dec.,  1937)  35 ; 530 

RATEABLE  VALUE  (31st  December,  1937)  . £929,036 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  A  PENNY  RATE  .  £3,550 


BIRTH-RATE  (births  per  1,000  living) . 

DEATH-RATE  (deaths  per  1,000  living)... 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION  . 

(Excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  year). 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE . 

(Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  births). 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE  . 

DEATH-RATE  from  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis 

,,  ,,  Cancer 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis  (under  2  years) 

per  1,000  births 


Previous 

ten-yearly 

Average. 


1937. 

19-7 

1928- 

1937. 

211 

140 

13-8 

1,047 

1,346 

85 

89 

3-4 

4-5 

1*7 

21 

1-5 

1-3 

18*8 

14-6 

SMALL-POX  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

Cases. 

nil. 

Case- 

rate. 

•  .  • 

Deaths. 

nil. 

Death- 

rate. 

•  •  • 

SCARLET  FEVER 

... 

545 

2-97 

6 

003 

DIPHTHERIA 

•  •  -  •  •  •  •  •  • 

286 

1-56 

21 

0-11 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

... 

7 

0-03 

2 

0-01 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  ... 

193 

1-05 

147 

0-80 

OTHER  FORMS  OF 

TUBERCULOSIS 

136 

0-74 

43 

0-23 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area. — The  area  of  the  Borough  is  6,959  acres  exclusive  of 
foreshore  and  tidal  waters. 


Population.— The  population  at  the  Census  taken  on  the 
26th  April,  1931,  was  185,824,  viz.,  89,623  males  and  96,201 
females. 


The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  for 
mid-year  1937  is  182,900,  a  decrease  of  1,279  compared  with  the 
population  of  1936. 


Rateable  Value. — The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  at  31st 
December,  1937,  was  £929,036  and  the  sum  represented  by  a 
penny  rate  £3,550. 


Principal  Industries. — The  principal  industries  of  the  Bor¬ 
ough  are  ship  building  and  repairing,  marine  engineering  and 
allied  industries,  coal  mining,  and  furniture  and  glass  manufac¬ 
ture.  The  improvement  in  the  trade  of  the  Borough  continued 
during  the  year  but  the  number  of  unemployed  still  remains 
very  high. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — -The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  was  3,742,  comprising  1,956  males  and  1,786 
females.  Of  these,  88  males  and  81  females  were  born  to 
parents  belonging  to  districts  outside  the  Borough,  and  have 
therefore  been  deducted  from  the  total,  whilst  to  the  total  have 
been  added  17  males  and  19  females,  born  outside  the  Borough 
but  belonging  to  Sunderland  parents,  making  a  net  total  of 
3,609  made  up  of  1,885  males  and  1,724  females.  Compared 
with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  this  is  an  increase  of  31 
males  and  a  decrease  of  28  females  or  a  total  increase  of  3. 

The  birth-rate  corresponding  to  the  net  total  of  children 
born  was  19-7,  which  is  only  o- 1  higher  than  1936  which  was  the 
lowest  on  record  for  the  Borough. 


Birth-Rate. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Birth-Rate, 

Sunderland 

Birth-Rate, 

England 

and 

Wales. 

1911—1915  . 

23,470 

31  *0 

236 

1916—1920  . 

21,083 

26*8 

201 

1921—1925  . 

22,043 

26*9 

19  9 

1926—1930  . 

20,027 

23*0 

16  8 

1931—1935  . 

19,208 

20*6 

15-0 

1928  . 

4,198 

23*6 

16*7 

1929  . 

4,111 

22*3 

16-3 

1930  . 

4,242 

23-1 

16  3 

1931  . 

4,087 

21-8 

15*8 

1932  . 

3,982 

21*4 

15-3 

1933  . 

3,703 

19*8 

14‘4 

1934  . 

3,749 

20*1 

14-8 

1935  . 

3,687 

19-9 

147 

1936  . 

3,606 

19*6 

14-8 

1937  . 

3,609 

19*7 

149 

Illegitimate  Births • — Of  the  3,609  net  births  registered  3,483 
(1,820  males,  1,663  females)  or  96-5  per  cent.,  were  legitimate 
and  126  (65  males,  61  females)  or  3.5  per  cent,  illegitimate. 
The  ratio  of  illegitimate  to  legitimate  was  1  to  27. 
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Deaths. — In  1937,  2,863  deaths  (1,531  males  and  1,332 
females)  were  registered  as  having  occurred  in  the  Borough. 
To  that  number  must  be  added  64  deaths  of  persons  (28  males 
and  36  females)  belonging  to  Sunderland  who  died  outside,  and 
from  it  must  be  deducted  365  deaths  of  persons  (222  males  and 
143  females)  belonging  to  places  outside  the  Borough  who  died 
in  Sunderland,  giving  a  net  total  of  2,562  Sunderland  deaths 
made  up  of  1,337  males  and  1,225  females.  These  figures 
correspond  to  a  gross  death-rate  of  15-6  and  a  net  death-rate  of 
14-0,  compared  with  14-3  and  12-8  respectively  for  the  previous 
year.  This  is  the  highest  death-rate  since  1931  and  is  princi¬ 
pally  due  to  influenza  and  pneumonia. 

Compared  with  England  &  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  Sunder¬ 
land  death-rate  is  i-6  in  excess. 

The  Registrar-General’ s  comparability  factor  for  the 
Borough  (based  on  the  sex  and  age  constitution  of  the  local 
population  at  the  1931  Census)  js- 1  - 1 2  ;  its  object  is  to  modify 
the  death-rate  so  as  to  make  it  comparable  with  the  rate  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  or  with  the  similarly  adjusted  death-rate  for 
any  other  area. 

Death-Rates  in  Quarters. 


Year. 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

Year. 

1928 

15-4 

12-9 

11*6 

13-9 

13-5 

1929 

20-5 

15-5 

12-5 

13-7 

17-0 

1930 

165 

13-5 

10-1 

13-8 

135 

1931 

19  6 

143 

10-4 

131 

144 

1932 

16.8 

13  7 

10-6 

13  9 

13*7 

1933 

17*5 

132 

11*3 

11*9 

13*5 

1934 

159 

122 

10-4 

11*5 

125 

1935 

144 

141 

109 

12‘8 

13  0 

1936 

146 

12  4 

io-o 

143 

12*8 

1937 

17*3 

13  5 

106 

14-5 

140 

i'j  j  1  !  j  „ 


Annual  Deaths  and  Death-Rate. 


Year. 

Population. 

Nett 

Deaths. 

Death- 

Rate, 

Sunderland 

Death-Rate, 

England 

and 

Wales. 

1903 

147,206 

2,970 

20*1 

15-5 

1904 

147,710 

2,935 

19*8 

16-3 

1905 

148,216 

2,853 

19-2 

15-3 

1906 

148,725 

2,858 

19*2 

15*5 

1907 

149,234 

2,973 

19*9 

15-1 

1908 

149,746 

2,754 

18*3 

14*8 

1909 

150,259 

2,763 

18-3 

14-6 

1910 

150,774 

2,548 

16*9 

13-5 

1911 

151,291 

2,704 

17-8 

14*6 

1912 

151,885 

2,425 

15-9 

13-3 

1913 

152,380 

2,769 

18*1 

13-8 

1914 

152,931 

2,610 

17*0 

140 

1915 

148,273 

2,938 

19*8 

15-7 

1916 

145,277 

2,671 

18*4 

14*4 

1917 

141,765 

2,590 

18*2 

14-4 

1918 

144,119 

3,458 

24*0 

17*6 

1919 

149,263 

2,676 

17*9 

13*7 

1920 

155,211 

2,487 

16-0 

12-4 

1921 

161,100 

2,473 

15*3 

12*1 

1922 

162,900 

2,555 

15*7 

12-8 

1923 

164,000 

2,270 

13t8 

11-6 

1924 

165,100 

2,486 

15*0 

12-2 

1925 

166,000 

2,538 

15*3 

12-2 

1926 

163,800 

2,262 

13*8 

11*6 

1927 

162,700 

2,255 

13’8 

12-3 

1928 

184,700 

2,402 

13*5 

11-7 

1929 

184,000 

3,128 

17-0 

13-4 

1930 

184,  000 

2,485 

13-5 

116 

1931 

187,600 

2,701 

14*4 

12‘3 

1932 

1 88, 200 

2,576 

13*7 

12*0 

1933 

187,  400 

2,539 

13*5 

123 

1934 

186,650 

2,338 

12-5 

11-8 

1935 

185,100 

2.417 

13*0 

11*7 

1936 

184,  179 

2,363 

12*8 

121 

1937 

182,  900 

2,562 

14*0 

12-4 

Causes  of  Death. — The  principal  causes  of  death  were  in 
order  of  numerical  importance,  heart  diseases,  cancer,  pneu¬ 
monia  and  tuberculosis. 


Heart  diseases  take  first  place  in  the  list  of  killing  diseases, 
there  being  762  deaths  from  this  cause  compared  with  720  in 
the  previous  year  ;  over  94  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  over  the  age  of  45  years. 

Cancer  again  occupies  second  place  in  the  list  of  killing 
diseases,  270  deaths  having  occurred  from  this  disease  compared 
with  261  for  the  previous  year. 
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Pneumonia  jumped  to  third  place  in  the  list  of  killing 
diseases,  201  deaths  having  occurred  from  this  cause,  an 
increase  of  55  on  the  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms,  dropped  to  fourth  place  and 
accounted  for  190  deaths,  an  increase  of  22  compared  with  1936. 
See  also  pages  100  et  seq. 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


Death 

Diseases. 

Number  of  deaths 
(nett)  in  1937. 

Increase  or 
decrease 
compared 

Rate 

&I 

F 

Totai. 

with 

1936. 

001 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid  Fevers... 

1 

1 

2 

__ 

1 

Oil 

Measles  ...  . 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

11 

9 

20 

+ 

18 

0  03 

Scarlet  Fever . 

... 

1 

5 

6 

+ 

2 

0  02 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

4 

5 

— 

6 

Oil 

Diphtheria 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

11 

21 

- 

9 

058 

Influenza 

53 

54 

107 

+ 

76 

003 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

1 

6 

,  . 

0  04 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

1 

7 

+ 

2 

0-80 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

*  ♦  •  , , . 

88 

59 

147 

+ 

3 

0-23 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

26 

17 

43 

+ 

19 

0-04 

Syphilis . 

4 

3 

7 

- 

9 

004 

General  Paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis 

5 

2 

7 

- 

9 

1-47 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease... 

134 

136 

27G 

+ 

9 

012 

Diabetes 

11 

12 

23 

+ 

1 

0  55 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  (fee. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

48 

54 

102 

+ 

1 

3  16 

Heart  Diseases 

•  •  •  •  .  « 

292 

287 

579 

+ 

36 

0  02 

Aneurysm  -  ... 

. .  •  ... 

3 

1 

4 

0-98 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

88 

91 

179 

+ 

6 

062 

Bronchitis 

53 

60 

113 

+ 

27 

109 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  •  •  »  •  ■ 

113 

88 

201 

+ 

55 

0  10 

Other  Pespiratory  Diseases 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

9 

19 

+ 

2 

0  10 

Peptic  Ulcer 

•  •  •  .  •  , 

17 

2 

19 

+ 

2 

0-40 

Diarrhoea,  <fec. 

•  •  • 

47 

26 

73 

+ 

3 

0-07 

Appendicitis 

•  •  •  • . 

6 

8 

14 

+ 

2 

0  03 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

•  •  •  •  • 

4 

2 

6 

+ 

1 

0-06 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

•  •  •  ... 

2 

10 

12 

+ 

1 

0-20 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

26 

12 

38 

+ 

2 

0-50 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

46 

45 

91 

- 

30 

0  02 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

- 

1 

0  05 

Other  Puerperal  Causes... 

, ,  ,  , ,  , 

9 

9 

+ 

1 

077 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 
Malformation,  etc.,  ... 

Birth, 

74 

67 

141 

+ 

28 

0*20 

Senility  ... 

•  .  •  •  .  . 

14 

22 

36 

— 

10 

0*08 

Suicide 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

3 

15 

— 

3 

045 

Other  Violence  ... 

...  ... 

45 

38 

83 

— 

11 

0.83 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

81 

72 

153 

— 

8 

0  00 

Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

... 

... 

... 

... 

- 

1 

13  99 

TOTALS 

... 

1,337 

1,225 

2,562 

+  199 
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SUPERANNUATION  SCHEME. 


The  Local  Government  and  Other  Officers’  Superannuation 
Act,  1922,  came  into  operation  in  the  Borough  of  Sunderland 
on  the  1st  April,  1930. 

Superannuation  for  workmen  commenced  on  the  5th  April, 
1933- 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  I  have 
carried  out  medical  examinations  as  follows : — 


Department. 

Officers. 
1937.  1936, 

Workpeople. 
1937.  1936. 

Borough  Treasurer’s 

1 1 

9 

— 

— 

Borough  Engineer’s 

8 

5 

7 

8 

Baths 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cemeteries 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Corporation  Quay 

- — - 

2 

— 

— 

Transport 

Ferries 

Weights  and  Measures... 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

18 

1 

1 

Libraries 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Municipal  Buildings 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Parks 

— 

- — • 

14 

2 

Education 

; 

6 

i5 

7 

Seaside  Development  ... 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Public  Assistance 

1 

— 

24 

13 

Police 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Cleansing 

— 

2 

8 

2 

Health 

44 

26 

; 

2 

Town  Clerk's 

1 

— . 

— 

— 

Electricity 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  examinations  ... 

76 

56 

91 

59 

The  above  figures  relate  only  to  persons  found  to  be  suitable 
for  superannuation. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water. — At  the  latter  end  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  enteric 
fever — which  has  been  attributed  to  an  infected  water  supply- 
occurred  in  the  South  of  England,  which  makes  it  necessary 
for  me  to  report  in  more  detail  than  in  previous  years  on  the 
water  supply  to  the  Borough  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Co.,  the  manager  of  which 
company  has  furnished  me  with  the  following  details. 


“The  water  supplied  by  the  company  is  pumped  from  12 
deep  wells  (average  depth  400  feet)  in  the  magnesian  limestone 
and  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically  is  one  of  the  purest 
waters  in  the  country. 


Bacteriological  examinations  extending  over  a  period  of 
30  years  in  the  company’s  own  laboratories  have  been  uniformly 
good,  with  no  tendency  whatsoever  to  fluctuation  in  the  com¬ 
position  or  bacterial  content  of  the  water. 


The  wells  at  each  pumping  station  are  lined  with  brick¬ 
work  or  cast-iron  wherever  necessary  to  exclude  surface  water, 
and  the  water  is  pumped  into  service  reservoirs  in  most  cases 
before  delivery  into  the  mains. 


The  company  has  on  its  technical  staff  a  full-time  qualified 
analytical  chemist  and  bacteriologist,  who  examines  bacterio- 
logically  the  water  from  each  well  and  reservoir  monthly  and 
the  town  supply,  as  represented  by  tap  samples,  weekly.  In 
all,  some  300  samples  per  annum  are  examined  bacteriologically. 
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The  strictest  instructions  as  regards  personal  habits  are 
issued  to  all  the  company’s  men  who  may  be  engaged  in  any 
kind  of  work  in  the  wells,  to  ensure  that  no  risk  of  contamina¬ 
tion  of  the  water  supply  occurs,  and  whenever  such  work  is 
proceeding  bacteriological  tests  are  carried  out  more  frequently. 


The  areas  surrounding  the  various  wells  are  under  constant 
inspection  and  any  remotely  possible  cause  of  pollution  is 
investigated.” 


Samples  of  water  have  been  .taken  as  a  routine  for  many 
years  past  in  connection  with  the  water  supply  to  the  Docks  and 
River  for  the  use  of  ships  ;  these  are  a  fair  sample  of  the  water 
supply  to  the  whole  of  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of  the 
new  building  estates  which  have  arisen  in  the  Humbledon  and 
Gnndon  area. 

After  consultation  with  the  Water  Company,  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  by  which  I  am  supplied  with  a  monthly  return 
of  the  samples  taken  by  the  Water  Company  of  the  whole  of 
the  supply  to  the  Borough. 


A  copy  of  this  return  is  appended  hereunder : — 


SUNDERLAND  AND  SOUTH  SHIELDS  WATER  COMPANY. 
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It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  I  am  informed  monthly  of 
the  condition  of  the  water  supply  from  all  the  wells  and  reser¬ 
voirs  which  can  possibly  affect  the  health  of  the  residents  of  the 
Borough. 

If  there  are  any  indications  in  these  monthly  returns  that 
there  is  any  pollution  occurring,  further  examinations  can  be 
carried  out,  if  necessary,  by  the  Bacteriologist  to  the  Corpora¬ 
tion. 


Rivers  and  Streams. — No  action  has  been  taken  for  the 
prevention  of  pollution  of  the  river  Wear  which  takes  the  effluent 
from  13  sewers.  It  should  be  understood  that  the  river  Wear, 
being  a  tidal  river  and  taking  sewage,  little  can  be  done  to 
mitigate  or  prevent  pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — New  and  reconstructed  sewers  to 
a  total  length  of  7. 1 5  miles  have  been  completed  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor  wherever  either  procedure  was  considered  necessary. 
During  the  year  1,358  feet  of  cast-iron  drains  and  6,196  feet  of 
stoneware  drains  have  been  laid,  and  new  cast-iron  soil  and 
ventilation  pipes  to  the  extent  of  1,009  feet  have  also  been  fixed. 

Closet  Accommodation. — During  the  year  162  broken  or 
otherwise  defective  water-closet  basins  were  replaced  with  new 
wash-down  pedestal  basins. 

Below  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  conveniences  in 
the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1937: — 

Houses  with  waterclosets  and  movable  ashbins . . . 34,357 

,,  ,,  ashpits,  privies  and  ashpits,  pan  privies,  etc.  89* 

*  These  are  not  within  a  reasonable  distance  from  a  sewer. 

Scavenging. — The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during  the 
year  was  105,036  tons,  viz.,  house  scavenging  83,611,  street 
scavenging  18,732,  gullies  2,963.  The  arrangement  for  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  remains  efficient,  the  whole  of  the 
removal  being  carried  out  by  means  of  closed  carts,  many  of 
which  are  motor  driven. 
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The  present  methods  of  disposal  of  house  refuse  are  by 
land  tipping  and  by  removal  to  sea. 


Public  Conveniences — -These  have  been  maintained  as 
usual  in  a  cleanly  state  throughout  the  year.  New  conveniences 
have  been  opened  in  Roker  Park,  one  for  ladies  and  gentlemen 
and  one  for  ladies  only. 


Public  Swimming  Baths — -There  are  three  plunge  baths 
in  the  Borough. 

Six  samples  of  swimming-bath  water  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  and  in 
all  instances  have  the  results  been  to  the  effect  that  the 
swimming-bath  water  had  the  bacteriological  purity  of  good 
drinking  water.  It  is  obvious  that  with  the  chlorine  method  of 
purification  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  the  water  remains 
higher  than  in  the  old  hll-and-empty  without  treatment  system. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District — The  number  of  visits  made 
during  the  year  by  the  district  inspectors  (including  appoint¬ 
ments  and  advisory  visits  with  owners,  agents,  or  tradespeople, 
advising  as  to  official  requirements,  etc.,  inspections  and 
re-inspections  of  premises  during  progress  of  the  work)  was 
22,665. 


Inspection  of  Theatres,  etc. — Including  the  annual  official 
inspection,  60  visits  were  made  to  theatres,  music  halls,  cinemas 
and  dance  halls,  which  have  been  maintained  in  an  efficient 
sanitary  condition  during  the  year.  Four  notices  only  were 
served  upon  the  licensees  to  remedy  defects  and  these  received 
attention. 

Training  of  Pupil  Sanitary  Inspectors. — During  the  year  two 
pupil  Sanitary  Inspectors  completed  their  training  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  in  preparation  for  the  examination  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 
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Bent  and  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Acts ,  1920-1033. — No 
applications  were  received  by  the  Council  under  the  Rent  and 
Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Acts,  1920-1933,  from  occupiers 
of  controlled  houses. 


Legal  Proceedings.— In  9  cases  only  were  legal  proceedings 
instituted  during  the  year,  5  of  which  were  taken  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  (For  result  of  proceedings  see 
Table  hereunder.) 


Complete  Table  of  Legal  Proceedings,  1937. 


Particulars  of  Complaint. 

No. 

Result. 

^Slaughtering  on  unlicensed 
premises. 

a- 

Fined  10s. 

*Failure  to  notify  intention  to 
slaughter. 

1 

Fined  10s. 

Selling  Milk  deficient  in  milk  fat.. 

3 

1  Fined  40s.  and  costs. 

1  Fined  10s.  and  costs. 

1  Fined  £5  and  costs. 

Soiling  Milk  deficient  in  milk  fat 
and  non-fatty  solids. 

2 

1  case  withdrawn  owing 
to  non-compliance  with 
legal  formality  in  ser¬ 
vice  of  summons  by 
Police. 

1  Fined  £5  and  costs. 

Filling  bottles  with  milk  not  on 
registered  premises — in  street 

1 

Fined  10s.  and  costs. 

Obstructing  Officer  of  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  by  refusing  admission 
for  the  purpose  of  measuring 
rooms  under  tho  Housing 
(Overcrowding)  Act,  1935. 

1 

Case  proved,  but  no  con¬ 
viction  on  condition 
that  defendant  allowed 
rooms  to  be  measured. 

* 


Same  defendant. 


Common  Lodging-Houses. — There  are  8  registered  common 
lodging-houses  in  the  Borough.  These  houses  provide  accom¬ 
modation  for  489  lodgers.  The  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
conduct  has  again  been  maintained  during  the  year,  no  cautions 
01  action  in  any  respect,  apart  from  verbal  advice  by  the 
Inspectors  during  routine  inspections,  having  been  necessitated. 

Seamen’s  Lodgings — In  addition  to  the  common  lodging- 
houses  above  mentioned,  there  are  facilities  for  sleeping  accom¬ 
modation  and  recreation  at  the  Seamen’s  Mission  and  Institute 
m  Tatham  Street  (50  beds) ;  and  the  National  Sailor’s  Institute, 
at  Murton  Street  (24  beds). 

Ice-Cream — Factories,  Merchants  and  Vendors- — 828  visits 

were  paid  by  the  members  of  the  Inspectorial  staff  to  premises 
(exclusive  of  barrows)  where  ice-cream  is  either  manufactured, 
stored  or  sold. 

Cellar  Dwellings — Every  opportunity  has  been  taken  to 
close  cellar  dwellings,  a  number  having  been  closed  under 
Section  12  and  also  a  number  when  reconditioning  took  place 
under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1936.  The  provision  of 
alternative  accommodation  restricts  action,  but  whenever  a 
cellar  dwelling  becomes  unoccupied  measures  are  taken  with  the 
landlord  to  prevent  its  re-letting. 

Offensive  Trades.  -The  number  of  establishments  carrying 
on  offensive  trades  in  the  Borough  is  139;  of  these  118  are 

fish  friers : — 

Fried  Curing  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  Frying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Skin  (Gut  and  Casings)  Preparing  Houses  4 

Marine  Stores  (Pag  and  Bone,  &c., 

Dealers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Hide  and  Skin  Warehouses  ...  ...  3 

Tallow  Melting  and  Grease  Works  ...  1 

Tripe  Preparers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Knackery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soap  Works  ...  ...  ...  1 


139 


* 


*5 

Five  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  the 
establishment  (or  transfer)  of  the  offensive  trade  of  fish  frier. 
Three  were  refused  on  the  grounds  of  unsuitability  of  premises 
or  redundancy. 


Houses 

and 

Premises : 
visits  or 
examina¬ 
tions  on 
account  of 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY  THE 
DISTRICT  INSPECTORS. 

Infectious  Disease  . 782 

,,  ,,  Contacts  . .  36 

Alleged  Nuisances  (Unfounded  complaints  219)..  1,885 

House  to  House  work  . . .  2,969 

Housing  Acts  .  5,088 

Occupants  . 626 

Drainage  . . . . . . . .  1,479 

Work  in  progress  . 4,065 

Information  ('Ownerships,  jfec.)  .  1,022 

Appointment  or  Advice  . 857 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . .  . . .  94 

Schools  (Inspection  of  Conveniences,  &c.)  .  50 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  (including  Licensed  houses,  places 

of  entertainment,  &c.)  . . . . . . . .  40 

Vans,  tents,  &c .  44 

Stables,  &c . 150 

Offensive  trades  . 664 

Streams,  ditches,  &c . . . . . . .  14 

Other  visits  and  inspections  . 2,800 


Total  Inspections 


22,665 
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NOTICES  SERVED  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  NUISANCES,  Ac., 
FOUND  DURING  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 


Intimation. 

Statutory. 

Nature  of  Notice. 

Verbal 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Owner. 

Occupier. 

Tot  a  i 

Notice 

To  Cleanse  or  Repair  Drains  . 

46 

60 

3 

163 

272 

,,  Renew  Drains  . 

4 

1 

•  .  . 

3 

•  •  • 

8 

,,  Renew  Defective  Water-closet  Basin 

29 

21 

•  •  • 

47 

•  •  • 

97 

„  Cleanse  Dirty  Water-closet  Basin  .. 

30 

13 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

49 

„  ,,  „  Floor,  Seat,  etc.,  of 

Water-closet  . 

31 

11 

42 

„  Repair  Seat,  Roof,  Door  of  Water- 
closet  . 

24 

174 

•  •  • 

23 

221 

„  Renew  or  Repair  Flushing  Cistern... 

18 

79 

•  •  • 

78 

•  •  • 

175 

„  „  „  „  Pipe  . 

7 

30 

•  .  • 

19 

• .  . 

56 

,,  Provide  Additional  Water-closets  ... 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

„  Provide  Water  Supply  to  Water 
closet  . 

2 

10 

12 

,,  Abolish  Waste-water  closet  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

1 

,,  Abolish  Privies  and  substitute 

Water-closets . 

,,  Repair  or  Kenew  Soil  or  Vent  Pipe. 

10 

6 

5 

•  •  • 

21 

,,  Repair  or  Renew  Bath  Waste  Pipe. 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

6 

„  „  Lavatory  Waste  Pipe. 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

7 

„  „  Sink  Waste  Pipe . 

9 

25 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

40 

„  Provide  new  urinal  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

,,  Repair  or  cleanse  Urinal . 

8 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

8 

„  Abolish  Ashpit  and  Provide  Dustbin 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

„  Repair  or  Renew  Dustbin  . 

69 

224 

12 

305 

,,  Provide  Additional  Dustbin  . 

15 

39 

•  •  ♦ 

2 

56 

„  Cleanse  Dirty  Rooms  or  houses  . 

50 

11 

36 

•  •  • 

97 

»,  „  „  Bedding,  etc . 

n 

i 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

t  •  • 

9 

„  Limewash  Staircase  Walls,  Yard 

Walls,  conveniences,  &c . 

51 

1 

1 

1 

54 

,,  Repair  Windows,  Walls,  Floors, 

Ceilings,  etc . . 

251 

1045 

115 

1411 

„  Remedy  Damp  Walls  . 

19 

265 

•  •  • 

43 

•  •  • 

327 

„  Provide  Light  and  Ventilation . 

3 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

13 

,,  Repair  Roof  . 

101 

573 

•  •  • 

78 

... 

752 

„  „  or  Renew  Spouts . 

42 

348 

•  •  • 

53 

443 

,,  Abate  Overcrowding  . 

6 

2 

•  •  • 

8 

„  Provide  Domestic  Water  Supply  ... 

•  •  • 

21 

•  •  • 

1 

22 

„  „  or  Repair  Yard  Pavement... 

19 

84 

12 

115 

,,  Cleanse  Yard  Pavement  . 

21 

14 

12 

1 

48 

,,  Remove  Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

31 

32 

3 

2 

1 

69 

„  „  Manure  . 

8 

8 

16 

„  Abate  Nuisance  from  the  keeping 
of  Animals,  etc . 

5 

2 

7 

„  Provide  or  Renew  Manure  Pit  . 

1 

... 

1 

,,  Pave  or  Repair  Stable  or  Byre  floors 

5 

•  •  • 

«  •  » 

5 

,,  Cleanse  Streams,  Ditches,  &c . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

„  Abate  other  Nuisances . 

172 

386 

4 

43 

... 

605 

Totals . 

1098 

3507 

63 

713 

1 

5382 

t 


DRAIN  TESTING. 


N  ature  of  Test. 

Total. 

Defective. 

Water. 

Chemi¬ 

cal. 

Smoke. 

On  Request .  . . 

2 

o 

2 

6 

3 

On  Complaint . 

2 

9 

3 

14 

6 

On  Suspicion  of  N  uisance . 

8 

7 

12 

27 

13 

On  Account  of  Infectious  Disease  . . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Work  in  progress  . 

367 

1 

63 

431 

53 

Retested  . .  . . 

53 

... 

3 

56 

... 

Totals . 

433 

20 

84 

537 

77 

NUISANCES  ABATED  AND  WORK  PERFORMED. 


Drains  cleansed  or  repaired  ...... 

342 

Ashpit  abolished  and  dustbin 

,,  renewed 

provided  . 

•  •  • 

r  length  V 

^Dustbin  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

245 

I  Metal  2  in .  —  ft.  1 

J  4  in.  1358  ft  V 

349 

Dustbin,  additional  provided  ... 

48 

j  Stoneware  6  in. . .  14  ft.  j 

Dirty  rooms  or  houses  cleansed.. 

60 

l  ,,  4  in.  6182  ft.  J 

„  bedding,  &c.,  cleansed  ... 

10 

Watercloset  basin  renewed  . 

162 

Staircase  walls,  yard  walls,  con- 

,,  ,,  cleansed  . 

36 

veniences,  &c  ,  limewashed 

44 

,,  floor,  seat,  &c., 

Windows,  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

cleansed  . . 

42 

&c.,  repaired  . . 

1226 

,,  seat,  roof,  door 

Dampness  remedied  . 

233 

repaired  ......... 

163 

Light  and  Ventilation  provided 

5 

„  cistern  renewed 

Roof  repaired  . . . 

510 

or  repaired  . 

173 

Spouts  renewed  or  repaired...... 

359 

„  flushing  pipe 

Overcrowding  abated.... . 

6 

renewed  or  repaired 

66 

Domestic  water  supply  provided 

14 

„  additional  provided . 

71 

Yard  pavement  provided  or 

„  water  supply 

repaired  . . 

102 

provided  . 

14 

Yard  pavement  cleansed  . . 

39 

Waste  watercloset  abolished 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

53 

Privy  abolished  and  watercloset 

Manure,  &c.,  removed  . 

17 

substituted  . . . 

... 

Keeping  of  animals,  nuisance 

Soil  or  Vent  Pipe  repaired  (or 

abated  . . . . 

7 

renewed)  [lengih  1009  ft.] 

21 

Manure  pit  provided  or  renewed 

1 

Bath  waste  pipes  repaired  (or 

Stable  or  byre  floors  paved  or 

renewed)  . . 

10 

repaired  . . . 

6 

Lavatory  waste  pipes  repaired 

Streams,  ditches,  &c.,  cleansed... 

1 

(or  renewed) . 

13 

Other  nuisances  abated..  . 

453 

Sink  waste  pipe  repaired  (or 

renewed)  . 

34 

New  urinal  provided  . . 

1 

Urinal  repaired  or  cleansed  ...... 

4 
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DRAINAGE  OF  NEW  HOUSES  AND  OTHER  BUILDINGS. 


The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
Inspectors  engaged  for  this  particular  branch  of  the  Department  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1936 : — 


s  r 

Water 

Tests 

Smoke 

Final 

Inspections. 

Tests. 

Tests. 

FIRST. 

RETESTS. 

1937 

6247 

4729 

558 

1030 

1157 

1936 

6023 

5269 

618 

1285 

1677 

Drains  Tested  (Feet). 

Stoneware. 

Cast  Iron. 

4  ins. 

6  ins. 

9  ins. 

4  ins. 

6  ins. 

1937 

62529 

13710 

1156 

2433 

336 

1936 

66366 

19045 

1243 

2522 

134 
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Factories,  Shops  and  Workshops. — On  this  and  on  following- 
pages  will  be  found  a  complete  summary  of  the  work  done 
in  connection  with  Factories,  Shops  and  Workshops. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES. 


1  .—Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

FACTORIES  . 

229 

23 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

WORKSHOPS 

765 

73 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

WORKPLACES 

122 

23 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises). 

Total . . . . 

1116 

119 

2— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  &  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Re¬ 

medied 

(3) 

Referred 

toH.M. 

Inspec¬ 

tor. 

(4) 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 
Want  of  cleanliness  . . . 

15 

19 

Want  of  ventilation .  . 

13 

7 

0  vercrowding . , . . . 

.  .  . 

... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors . 

.  *  . 

Other  nuisances  . 

64 

65 

Sanitary  'j  insufficient . 

.  .  . 

Acoommo-  f  unsuitable  or  defective 

21 

16 

dation.  J  not  separate  for  sexes. 

6 

8 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts:— 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouses  (s.  101)  . 

Other  Offences: 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921) . 

20 

20 

20 

Total . 

139  I 

135 

20 

... 
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THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

1,552  visits  and  re-visits  were  paid  to  shops  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  for  the  detection  of  nuisances  abatable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  and  for  securing  the  observance  of  the 
provisions  of  sections  10  and  12  of  the  above-named  Act. 

It  will  be  seen  upon  examination  of  the  tables  relating  to 
this  work,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  279  notices  upon 
owners  or  occupiers  of  shops  informing  them  of  their  obligation 
to  alter  or  adapt  their  premises  so  as  to  comply  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Act. 

As  in  previous  years,  most  of  the  alterations  and  additions 
to  business  premises  were  necessitated  by  the  obligation  to 
provide  washing  facilities,  heating  apparatus  and  ventilation. 
Expressions  of  gratitude  from  many  shop  assistants  for  the 
comfort  derived  from  the  installation  of  these  amenities  are 
being  received.  A  new  feature  of  inspection  arises  under  this 
Act,  that  is,  frequent  re-visits  to  shops  to  ascertain  the  extent 
to  which  these  new  installations  are  being  maintained,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  report  that,  with  few  exceptions,  maintenance  is 
being  observed, 

96  notices  were  served  upon  owners  or  occupiers  to  abate 
nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  59  were  complied 
with,  leaving  a  balance  of  37  outstanding  which  will  be  dealt 
with  during  the  ensuing  year. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  statutory  notices  served. 

A  word  of  thanks  should  be  extended  to  the  shopkeepers 
and  owners  of  shop  premises,  who  have,  without  notice  or 
intimation  from  the  Local  Authority,  installed  washing  facilities, 
heating  apparatus,  etc.,  in  their  shops  and  in  all  other  respects 
have  conformed  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  to  all  those 
also,  who,  upon  receipt  of  an  intimation  from  this  department 
calling  their  attention  to  their  obligations,  took  action  immedi¬ 
ately  to  observe  the  law. 
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THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (SECTION  10). 


The  following  work  has  been  performed  by  the  Inspector  appointed 
for  the  purpose.  A  total  of  1,552  visits  were  made : — 


Sub- Sections. 

Notices 

Served. 

Total 

Complied 

with, 

Intimation. 

Statutory. 

Served. 

Total. 

la.  To  provide  and  maintain 
suitable  ventilation  . 

21 

4 

25 

11 

lb.  Provide  and  maintain 
reasonable  temperature 

24 

9 

33 

21 

2.  Provide  and  maintain 
suitable  and  sufficient 
w.c . 

20 

2 

22 

10 

3.  Provide  suitable  and 
sufficient  lighting  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Provide  and  maintain 
washing  facilities  . 

126 

55 

181 

112 

5.  Provide  and  maintain 
facilities  for  meals  . 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Totals . 

193 

72 

265 

158 

THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (SECTION  12). 


Written  Notices  to  the 
Occupier  to  Provide 
Seats. 

Notices  Complied 

with. 

1.  Seats  for  the  use  of 
female  assistants. 

14 

24 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  (IN  RELATION  TO  SHOPS). 


Notices  Served. 

Notices  Complied 
with. 

Intimation. 

Statutory. 

To  abate  nuisances  ... 

89 

7 

59 
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PHARMACY  AND  POISONS  ACT,  1933. 

38  persons  or  companies  and  63  premises  are  registered 
with  the  Local  Authority  as  “  listed  sellers  ”  of  poisons  (Part 

no. 

184  visits  have  been  paid  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
packing  and  labelling  of  poisons,  and  for  inspection  of  the 
poisons  sale  book  kept  by  persons  retailing  certain  scheduled 
poisons. 

These  inspections  revealed  that  9  persons  failed  to  re-register 
as  “  listed  sellers  ”  after  allowing  their  previous  certificate  of 
registration  to  lapse,  and  were  still  continuing  to  retail  poisons, 
id  persons  were  offering  for  sale  packages  containing  scheduled 
poisons  improperly  labelled  and  inscribed.  1  person  selling 
specially  scheduled  poisons  had  no  poison  book.  Verbal  warn¬ 
ing  was  given  to  each  person  concerned  and  advice  offered  as 
to  the  action  to  be  taken  to  observe  the  law. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  to  enforce  compliance 
with  the  rules  and  regulations  made  under  the  Act. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925  (Section  72). 

125  inspections  have  been  made  under  the  above  section, 
i.e.,  to  rooms  used  for  the  preparation  or  storage  of  food  or 
drink  (other  than  water)  intended  for  sale  for  human  consump¬ 
tion. 


Under  this  section  fall  such  places  as  the  cellars  of  public 
houses  and  rooms  used  for  pie-makmg. 

In  three  instances  only  was  it  necessary  to  inform  the 
occupiers  of  contraventions,  these  being  that  beer  was  standing 
exposed  without  protection  from  contamination  and  that  the 
walls,  floor  and  ceiling  of  the  cellars  were  in  an  insanitary 
condition.  These  offences  were  rectified  immediately.  The 
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utensils,  such  as  tubes  and  taps,  used  in  preparing  the 
beer  for  sale  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in  a  clean  condition. 
If  the  utensils  are  not  kept  scrupulously  clean,  they  will 
invariably  affect  the  condition  of  the  beer  and  it  will  be  rejected 
by  the  consumers  ;  that  being  so,  it  is  obvious  that  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  licensed  houses  will  see  that,  at  least,  these  utensils 
are  maintained  in  a  clean  condition. 

All  rooms  used  as  pie-making  bakeries  have  been  main¬ 
tained  in  a  sanitary  condition  and  comply  in  all  respects  to 
the  provisions  of  the  section  and  sub-sections. 


(PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (Section  89). 

This  section  empowers  the  Local  Authority  to  insist  upon 
a  suitable  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  for  all  premises 
frequented  by  persons  for  partaking  of  refreshment.  Two 
statutory  notices  were  served  upon  owners  calling  upon  them 
to  provide  additional  accommodation.  One  notice  has  been 
ccmplied  with,  and  the  other  is  in  abeyance  as  the  owner  intends 
to  carry  out  further  structural  alterations  to  the  building  with 
a  view  to  giving  better  and  more  commodious  accommodation 
to  the  customers. 

/ 

Plans. — The  practice  of  all  plans  for  new  buildings  being 
submitted  to  this  office  for  examination  in  relation  to  sanitary 
works  has  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  This  is  an 
important  connection  between  the  Building  Surveyor  and  the 
Health  Office.  The  total  number  of  plans  examined  and 
commented  upon  was  429,  as  compared  with  436  for  the  previous 
year. 


Rat  Repression. — Particulars  of  the  work  done  by  the  Rat 
Catcher  for  the  Borough  are  given  in  the  subjoined  table : — 

Premises  inspected  on  receipt  of  complaint  .  153 

Rats  caught  by  dogs,  traps,  or  killed  by  band  or  poisoned  1565 
Visits  for  purposes  of  observation,  work  in  progress,  or 
work  done 
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NATIONAL  RAT  WEEK,  1— 6th  NOY.,  1937. 

During  National  Rat  Week  last  year  an  intensified  cam¬ 
paign  was  commenced  by  this  Department  by  a  preliminary 
display  of  illustrated  posters  in  prominent  parts  of  the  Borough, 
Docks  and  Port. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  inspections,  setting  of  traps,  and 
laying  of  poison  baits,  verbal  advice  was  imparted  during  the 
visitation  of  premises,  warehouses  and  ships  by  both  the  official 
Rat-catchers  and  the  Inspectorial  staff.  Leaflets  were  dis¬ 
tributed  containing  advice  with  respect  to  baits,  etc.,  to  towns¬ 
people  as  well  as  masters  of  ships,  occupiers  of  warehouses,  etc. 

Action  is  taken  all  the  year  round  for  the  execution  and 
enforcement  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  but  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  additional  publicity  and  efforts  put 
forward  during  Rat  Week  must  result  in  a  great  reduction  in 
the  rat  population  as  well  as  reminding  occupiers  of  their 
obligation  to  take  steps  to  rid  their  premises  of  these  vermin. 

Schools. — Sanitary  supervision  of  schools  is  given  as  a 
routine  by  the  Inspectorial  staff,  and  during  the  year  under 
review  50  visits  were  paid  in  this  respect. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. — There  are  no  premises  in 
the  Borough  where  rag  flock  is  actually  manufactured  although 
it  is  used  by  a  number  of  firms  during  the  process  of  their 
particular  trade. 
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SMOKE. 


Factory. — Sixteen  observations  have  been  made,  4  defaults 
were  found,  and  letters,  of  warning  were  sent  to  the  two  occupiers 
of  the  premises  concerned.  In  one  case  the  existing  steam - 
raising  plant  was  entirely  abolished  and  a  new  plant  with 
mechanical  stoking  appliance  was  installed  in  its  place.  This 
change  completely  abated  the  nuisance.  In  the  second  case 
the  present  plant  is  to  be  fitted  with  mechanical  stoking 
appliances.  A  delay  has  been  caused  in  the  carrying  out  of 
this  work  due  to  shortage  of  steel. 

This  delay  has  seriously  inconvenienced  the  owners  of 
steam  raising  plant  who  have  wished  to  abate  an  admitted 
nuisance  by  the  installation  of  new  machinery. 

Colliery.— There  are  two  collieries  in  the  neighbourhood 
causing  nuisances  which  have  increased  in  severity  during  the 
last  year. 

One  of  these,  the  Monkwearmouth  Colliery,  is  situated 
within  the  Borough  and  the  other,  the  Silksworth  Colliery,  is 
situated  outside  the  Borough  in  the  area  of  the  Sunderland 
Rural  District. 

The  first  nuisance  is  due  to  grit,  and  the  second  nuisance 
is  due  to  fumes. 

The  Monkwearmouth  Colliery  Nuisance. 

There  always  has  been  an  emission  of  dense  black  smoke 
from  the  colliery  chimneys,  due  to  the  burning  of  raw  coal  for 
steam-raising  purposes  only. 

No  action  has  been  taken  for  this,  as  mines  are  exempt 
from  smoke  abatement  enactments. 

Two  years  ago  a  nuisance  from  the  emission  of  grit  and 
fine  dust  arose,  due  to  the  erection  of  a  coal  cleaner  from  which 
this  grit  and  dust  emanated  from  the  louvred  ventilators, 
which  were  placed  at  a  high  level  near  to  the  top  of  the  building. 
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This  grit  and  dust  was  found  on  the  neighbouring  streets  ; 
it  penetrated  through  badly  fitting  doors  and  windows  into  the 
living  rooms  and  kitchens  of  the  houses  and  also  into  shops,  and 
was  definitely  of  a  serious  nature. 

The  result  of  this  was  that  the  occupiers  of  houses  in  the 
near  vicinity  had  to  paste  strips  of  paper  round  the  window 
edges  to  prevent  dust  and  grit  entering,  and  this  impaired  the 
ventilation  of  the  dwellings,  and  caused  a  possible  injury  to 
health. 

Your  Medical  Officer  visited  this  colliery  and  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  the  management  abating  this  nuisance  by  closing  up 
the  louvred  ventilators  of  the  coal  cleaner  and  dealing  otherwise 
with  the  grit  and  dust  in  such  a  way  that  the  nuisance  became 
abated . 

No  complaints  from  this  area  were  made  to  this  office  for 
eighteen  months,  but  lately  from  such  areas  as  Southwick  Road, 
Eglmton  Street  and  Warwick  Street,  complaints  have  been 
made  of  a  recurrence  of  a  grit  nuisance. 

On  inspection,  the  grit  on  this  occasion  was  found  to  be 
of  a  coarser  character  and  had  been  carbonised,  in  other  words 
it  was  grit  which  had  been  through  a  furnace,  and  not  grit  or 
dust  which  had  been  removed  from  the  surface  of  coal  in 
cleaning. 

Further  visits  to  the  colliery  premises,  in  conjunction  with 
the  colliery  officials,  have  elicited  the  information  that  this  grit 
comes  from  furnace  chimneys  in  connection  with  the  plant  for 
steam  raising. 

In  this  furnace  a  low  grade  quality  of  coal  is  used  which, 
together  with  the  balanced  draught  caused  by  mechanical 
means  and  the  absence  of  grit  arrestors,  results  in  grit  being 
discharged  from  the  chimneys  on  to  the  surrounding  area. 

The  position,  therefore,  in  connection  with  the  nuisance  at 
the  Monkwearmouth  Colliery  is  that  grit  is  being  discharged 
from  chimneys  and  is  causing  a  nuisance, 
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Under  Section  no  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the 
expression  ‘  smoke  ’  includes  soot,  ash,  grit  and  grit  particles, 
and  under  Section  109  nothing  in  this  Act  dealing  with  smoke 
nuisance  shall  be  construed  as  extending  to  a  mine  of  any 
description. 

The  Colliery  Company  has  been  approached  with  a  view  to 
the  installation  of  grit  arrestors  to  prevent  the  emission  of  grit 
from  the  chimneys. 

The  Silks  worth  Colliery  Nuisance. 

The  nuisance  from  this  colliery  was  first  brought  to  my 
notice  in  March  of  this  year. 

Letters  were  addressed  by  me  first  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Houghton-le- Spring  Urban  District  Council,  and 
later,  after  the  County  re-distribution  of  areas,  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  Sunderland  Rural  District. 

The  nuisance  itself  appears  to  be  due  to  fumes  from 
burning  material  and  your  Medical  Officer  has  visited  the 
colliery  premises,  accompanied  by  the  colliery  manager,  and 
inspected  the  whole  length  of  the  tip  and  the  new  embankment 
recently  constructed  to  take  a  light  railway  for  coal  distribution 
purposes. 

This  embankment  has  been  constructed  in  part  from  the 
debris  from  the  coal  washer,  and  this  debris  contains  a  high 
percentage  of  pyrites. 

The  embankment  has  gfot  on  fire  and  it  is  the  fumes  from 
the  burning  sulphur  contained  in  this  embankment  which  appar¬ 
ently  is  causing  the  nuisance.  The  fire  has  also  spread  to  the 
main  pit  heap.  An  endeavour  was  made  by  the  Colliery  Man¬ 
agement  to  put  out  the  fire  by  water  and  many  hundreds  of 
gallons  were  used  for  this  purpose. 

At  a  later  visit  50  men  were  engaged  in  keeping  the  fire 
down  on  the  embankment.  They  had  ceased  to  use  water  as 
this  only  washed  away  the  smaller  material,  leaving  breathing 
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spaces  to  allow  air  entry  and  support  combustion.  Alterna¬ 
tively,  the  men  were  engaged  in  building  earth  and  sand  on  to 
the  top  and  sides  of  the  embankment  and  beating  it  down  with 
spades,  in  order  to  exclude  air  entry. 

Sand,  marl,  and  clay  are  being  conveyed  by  trucks  along 
the  railway  and  deposited  at  various  points,  the  men  spreading 
the  incombustible  material  and  binding  it  in  order  to  extinguish 
the  fire  by  making  it  as  airtight  as  possible. 

Covering  up  an  embankment  of  this  kind  with  this  material 
will  only  be  efficient  if  the  covering  is  complete  so  that  no  air 
can  enter  through  cracks,  holes  or  fissures  ;  and  this  is  difficult 
to  achieve  especially  in  our  variable  climate  and  would  need 
constant  watchfulness  to  fill  up  any  further  cracks. 

The  embankment  has  been  on  fire  in  many  places.  The 
original  embankment  was  stated  to  have  been  constructed  of 
non-combustible  material,  the  additions  to  both  sides  of  the 
embankment  of  combustible  material  causing  the  trouble.  This 
same  combustible  material  had  been  discharged  on  to  the  main 
pit  heaps  which  previously  had  caused  no  trouble,  and  these 
were  now  smouldering. 

Apparently  there  are  three  types  of  material  in  the  refuse 
from  the  colliery: — • 

(1)  Stone  excavated  in  the  process  of  making  roads  in  the 
mine.  This  is  incombustible. 

(2)  Walines,  being  a  mixture  of  coal  and  stone  hewed  out 
by  the  miners  and  removed  afterwards  as  the  coal 
travels  on  a  moving  belt.  This  contains  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  of  combustible  material. 

It  is  with  (1  and  (2)  that  the  main  pit  heaps  and  embankment 
were  originally  built. 

(3)  The  waste  material  from  the  dry  coal  cleaner :  This 
contains  25  to  30  per  cent,  of  combustible  material  in 
the  form  of  coal  and  a  high  proportion  of  iron  pyrites. 
Pyrites,  strictly  speaking,  is  a  di-sulphide  of  iron, 
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Fe.S  ,  and  occurs  very  commonly  as  a  brassy  mineral. 
It  is  brittle,  hard,  and  gives  off  a  portion  of  its  sulphur 
when  heated  in  the  absence  of  air.  Heated  in  air,  it 
burns,  yielding  sulphur  dioxide  gas  and  leaving  a 
residue  of  fern  oxide. 

This  third  group  of  material  has  been  applied  to  the  outside 
ot  the  original  embankment  and  latterly  on  to  the  old  pit  heaps, 
and  it  is  this  material  which  is  the  cause  of  the  whole  trouble. 

Cracks  on  the  embankment  which  were  smoking  and  which 
showed  a  deposit  of  yellow  sulphur  on  the  surface  were  opened 
up,  and  it  was  found  that  the  coal  and  stone  material  was  incan¬ 
descent  with  heat.  This  shows  the  magnitude  of  the  problem. 

Alongside  the  embankment  and  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  boundary  between  the  colliery  company  and  the  land  to  be 
developed  for  Corporation  houses,  is  an  accumulation  of  several 
hundred  tons  of  this  third  group  of  material  from  the  dry 
cleaner. 

If  this  material  is  not  heaped  up  to  a  greater  height  than 
12  feet  it  will  remain  cool  and  not  get  on  fire. 

I  formed  the  opinion  that  the  mere  covering  with  sand  and 
earth  and  beating  down  firm  would  not  be  the  final  solution  to 
the  problem.  It  might  temporarily  put  out  the  fire,  but  while 
there  is  combustible  material  in  the  embankment  it  will  never  be 
know  when  it  will  get  on  fire  again.  There  are  parts  of  the 
embankment  which  have  remained  cold  for  nine  months,  but 
during  the  last  three  months  have  become  on  fire. 

I  suggest  that  the  only  safe  method  is  to  remove  the  later 
deposit  of  combustible  material  from  the  sides  of  the  embank¬ 
ment  and  spread  it  out  on  the  adjacent  field,  in  order  that  it 
may  die  out.  This  would  leave  the  iriginal  embankment  still 
secure. 

Section  92  (c)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  deals  with 
any  accumulation  or  deposit  which  is  prejudicial  to  health  or  a 
nuisance,  and  in  my  opinion  this  accumulation,  to  wit,  the 
burning  embankment,  is  prejudicial  to  health  and  is  a  nuisance. 
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Furthermore,  under  Section  98  of  the  same  Act,  power  is 
given  to  proceed  where  the  cause  of  the  nuisance  arises  outside 
the  district. 

Evidence  of  the  effect  of  the  fumes — The  following  proper¬ 
ties  have  been  visited,  the  distance  from  the  colliery  being 
stated : — 

“  Crossways ,”  Alexandra  Hoad — 1730  yards. 

Here  the  bath  was  discoloured  brown  and  all  brass, 
copper  and  silver  ornaments  turned  a  reddish-brown. 

Childrens  Hospital — 870  yards. 

The  Matron  complains  of  the  smell  and  also  the  turning 
of  copper  articles  pinkish. 

Broadmeadows,  Durham  Hoad — 1,730  yards. 

The  bath  is  discoloured  brown,  and  silver  articles 
tarnished. 

Newlands  Avenue — 1,230  yards. 

Metal  and  baths  discoloured.  Occupiers  state  that 
fumes  are  so  irritating  that  they  wake  them  up  at  night 
and  windows  have  to  be  closed. 

St.  Nicholas  Avenue — 1,000  yards. 

Baths  discoloured  as  well  as  metal  ornaments. 

Hidgeway  Crescent — 1,000  yards. 

Paintwork  of  new  houses  discoloured  and  white  turned 
to  brown. 

141,  Durham  Hoad — 700  yards. 

Discolouration  of  bath. 

Tudor  Grove — 610  yards. 

Complaints  of  irritating  fumes  causing  coughing  and 
affecting  persons  suffering  from  asthma. 

Stratford  Avenue — 2,730  yards. 

Baths  discoloured  at  the  time  the  pit  fumes  can  be 
detected. 
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Discolouration  of  Baths _ This  is  a  reddish-brown  discol¬ 

ouration  which  appears  on  wet  surfaces,  and  in  some  instances 
affects  dry  or  even  unused  new  baths.  The  discolouration  will 
fade  if  left.  Lavatory  basins  and  W.C.  pedestals  in  the  same 
room  are  unaffected.  The  lead  glaze  used  on  the  baths  is 
affected.  Other  baths  in  the  same  areas  are  not  affected,  and 
there  appears  to  be  a  definite  connection  between  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  the  detection  of  the  offensive  fumes  and  the  dis¬ 
colouration. 

I  have  consulted  the  Public  Analysts  and,  on  their  instruc¬ 
tions,  have  made  glass  plates  coated  with  white  lead  and  have 
deposited  these  in  some  of  the  houses  which  have  been  pre¬ 
viously  affected. 

Results  of  analysis  of  Plates. — The  plates  which  have  been 
left  in  bedrooms  with  closed  windows  have  been  affected.  The 
white  lead  has  been  turned  very  distinctly  brown  from  the 
formation  of  the  lead  sulphide,  which  implies  the  presence  of 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the  atmosphere  to  which  it  was 
exposed. 

Sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  a  poisonous  gas,  and  this  breathed 
for  some  time,  even  in  a  highly  diluted  state,  is  capable  of 
causing  serious  injury  to  health,  the  state  of  depression  being 
an  early  stage.  In  addition,  it  will  cause  discolouration  in 
paint  or  enamel  work  containing  lead,  and  will  blacken  silver 
and  discolour  many  other  metals  and  their  alloys. 

The  discolouration  of  the  specimens  took  place  during  an 
exposure  of  not  more  than  18  hours,  and  the  windows  of  the 
rooms  were  closed  during  that  time.  Had  there  been  free 
exposure  to  the  outside  atmosphere  the  affects  would  no  doubt 
have  been  much  more  marked. 

Medical  Aspect. — The  question  has  arisen  as  to  whether 
these  fumes  are  injurious  to  health. 

I  have  communicated  with  six  medical  practitioners  who 
practise  in  the  area  between  Grangetown  and  Durham  Road. 
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Two  state  that  they  have  no  patients  who  are  affected  by 
fumes  ;  three  state  that  although  no  direct  causes  of  illness  can 
be  attributed  to  the  fumes,  the  fumes  cause  persons  to  keep 
windows  closed  and  cases  of  asthma  are  undoubtedly  aggravated. 
Further,  that  the  taste  or  the  smell  of  fumes  in  the  nose  and 
throat  takes  a  considerable  time  before  it  disappears. 

One  doctor  has  replied  that  in  addition  to  the  indirect 
causes  of  ill-health  due  to  the  closing  of  windows  and  the 
lessened  resistance  due  to  the  effects  of  the  fumes,  such  diseases 
as  bronchitis,  asthma,  throat  conditions  and  mental  depression 
are  directly  attributable  to  these  fumes. 

Conclusions : — 

(1)  The  fumes  arising  from  the  burning  embankment  at  the 
Silksworth  pit  are  undoubtedly  injurious  to  the  health  of  certain 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  County  Borough  of  Sunderland,  and 
also  to  material  objects. 

(2)  With  prevailing  winds,  fumes  from  the  colliery  cause 
indirectly  ill-health,  due  to  the  closing  of  windows,  as  well  as 
irritation  due  to  the  fumes. 

(3)  The  fumes  directly  tarnish  metalwork  and  lead  glazed 
baths  at  distances  up  to  i|  miles  from  the  colliery. 

(4)  These  fumes  contain  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

(5)  1,000  houses  are  to  be  built  on  Plains  Farm  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  embankment  for  slum  clearance  tenants  and, 
later,  to  relieve  overcrowding.  It  would  be  unwise  to  allow 
persons  to  occupy  houses  built  in  close  proximity  to  the  colliery, 
unless  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  colliery  is  abated. 
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FOOD. 


Milk.— Throughout  the  year  supervision  has  been  main¬ 
tained  of  all  premises  where  milk  is  produced  or  stored  and  the 
cleanliness  of  farms,  dairies,  etc.,  has  continued  to  afford 
satisfaction  by  the  endeavours  of  all  concerned  to  uphold  the 
already  existing  high  standard. 

Milk  (Special  Designations  Order),  1936. 

Results  of  samples  of  graded  milks  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  bacteriological  examination : — 

Samples  were  taken  from  18  producing  and  bottling 
establishments,  and  from  2  establishments  which  are  “  bottling  ” 
only. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  was  150.  Of  this 
number  1 1 8  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  for 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  only. 

The  number  of  samples  which  were  certified  satisfactory 
was  93  ;  unsatisfactory  25. 

These  unsatisfactory  samples  were  followed  up,  and  in  each 
case  repeat  samples  were  continued  until  satisfactory  results 
were  obtained  or  the  unsatisfactory  supply  was  discontinued. 

The  32  necessary  repeat  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
Bacteriologist  for  both  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and  Coliform 
tests. 

The  number  of  samples  which  failed  to  pass  both  tests  was 
15- 


In  one  case  only  was  it  necessary  to  discontinue  a  milk 
supply.  This  action  was  voluntarily  taken  by  the  owner  of  the 
bottling  establishment  to  whom  the  milk  was  supplied,  after 
the  failure  of  a  series  of  three  consecutive  samples  to  pass  both 
tests. 
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Exhibition  at  Cattle  Shows  of  Animals  from  licensed 

Tuberculin  Tested  Herds. 

The  Council  granted  permission  to  the  owners  of  licensed 
Tuberculin  Tested  Herds  within  the  Borough  to  exhibit  animals 
at  approved  Show  Societies,  and  the  following  letter  was  written 
to  each  owner  : — 

Dear  Sir, 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1936. 
EXHIBITION  AT  CATTLE  SHOWS  OF  ANIMALS  FROM 
LICENSED  TUBERCULIN  TESTED  HERDS. 

I  have  to  inform  yon  that  the  Council  of  the  County  Borough 
of  Sunderland,  in  the  exercise  of  their  functions  as  the  Licensing 
Authority  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  producers  in  this  Borough, 
will  offer  no  objection  to  tht  exhibition  of  animals  taken  directly 
from  Tuberculin  Tested  herds  ar  Cattle  Shows  where  the  Show 
Society  has  given  an  undertaking  that  special  arrangements  for 
the  segregation  of  such  animals  will  be  provided  at  the  Show. 

Exhibitors  of  such  animals  must  comply  with  the  following 
requirements : — 

(1)  The  Show  Society  must  be  informed  that  the  animals  are 
from  a  licensed  Tuberculin  Tested  herd,  and  that  the  consent  of 
the  Licensing  Authority  to  the  exhibition  of  the  animals  in  the 
segregated  section  at  the  Show  has  been  obtained. 

;2)  During  conveyance  to  and  from  the  Show  the  animals 
from  licensed  herds  must  be  separattd  from  all  other  cattle,  and 
where  the  animals  are  conveyed  by  rail,  separate  trucks  must  be 
used. 

(3)  At  the  Show: — 

(a)  Separate  accommodation  must  be  reserved,  and 
the  whole  of  this  accommodation  must  be  at  least  30  yards 
distant  from  any  part  of  the  accommodation  provided  for 
any  other  cattle  other  than  animals  belonging  to  attested 
herds. 

(b)  Separate  food  and  separate  food  vessels  and  drink¬ 
ing  vessels  must  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  animals. 

The  Societies  mentioned  in  the  appendix  to  this  letter  will 
provide  separate  accommodation  and  separate  food  and  food 
vessels  and  drinking  vessels  as  set  out  in  requirement  3  (a),  (b). 

This  letter  may  be  regarded  for  the  purpose  of  production  to 
Show  Societies,  as  sufficient  evidence  of  this  Authority’s  permission 
to  exhibit  animals  from  your  Tuberculin  Tested  herd  at  the  Cattle 
Shows.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  confirm  receipt  of  this 
letter,  and  that  you  accept  these  conditions  regarding  the  stav  of 
your  animals. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  STUART  HEBBLETHWAITE, 
i  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Ice  Cream  Factories,  Merchants  and  Vendors. 

The  total  number  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers,  Merchants 
and  Vendors  m  the  Borough  on  the  register  on  December  31st, 
1937  was  140. 

••  t .  1  .  ' 

This  number  is  divided  as  follows: — 

Vendors  ...  ...  ...  117 

Manufacturers  ...  ...  19 

Merchants  ...  ...  ....  4 

«  '7 

Improvements  in  the  structure,  light  and  ventilation  and 
drainage  of  places  of  manufacture  are  being  maintained. 

All  plans  for  proposed  new  places  of  manufacture  must  be 
submitted  to  the  Registration  Authority  for  approval,  and  so 
far  there  has  been  no  great  difficulty  in  persuading  manufac¬ 
turers  to  provide  premises  of  the  standard  required,  namely, 
a  separate  compartment  for  boiling,  washing-up,  and  sterilisa¬ 
tion  of  utensils  ;  a  separate  one  for  freezing  and  storage  ;  and  a 
separate  one  for  cooling. 

828  visits  have  been  made  to  premises  where  ice-cream  is 
either  manufactured,  stored  or  sold,  and  in  no  case  has  it  been 
necessary  to  take  legal  action  to  enforce  the  Regulations 4 

Verbal  warnings  have  so  far  brought  about  improvements 
in  methods  of  cleanliness  of  premises  and  cleanliness  of  utensils, 
etc.  Most  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  trade,  having 
responded  quickly  to  the  new  conditions,  have  now  reached  a 
much  higher  standard  of  cleanliness. 

A  small  number  are  somewhat  slow  to  change  entirely  their 
old  unsatisfactory  methods.  It  is  expected,  however,  that 
regular  and  continued  inspections  will  bring  about  the  desired 
improvements  in  time. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  have  been  notified  this  year. 
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In  one  case  there  was  no  evidence  which  could  implicate 
any  particular  food.  The  patient  was  removed  to  hospital 
where  he  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  gastro-enteritis.  The 
patient  quickly  recovered.  The  other  four  cases  were  members 
of  one  household. 

The  four  patients  had  meat  pies  for  supper,  and  in  periods 
varying  from  thirteen  to  twenty-two  hours  all  four  had  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea,  one  person  becoming  very  ill. 

The  remaining  member  of  the  household  had  no  pie  and 
remained  in  good  health. 

No  unconsumed  portion  of  the  suspected  food  was  available 
for  collection  and  examination. 

The  pies  were  purchased  locally  but  they  were  prepared  at 
a  bakery  outside  the  Borough.  Information  of  the  illness  and 
the  necessary  particulars  were  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  area  in  which  the  bakery  was  situated.  After  an 
investigation  at  the  bakery  he  could  find  no  evidence  which 
could  implicate  the  pies.  All  the  patients  eventually  recovered. 


GRADED  MILK  AMD  ISSUE  OF  LICENCES. 

Licences  Issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 


Description  of  Licences. 

Number  in 
force  on  31sT 
December,  1937. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers . 

,,  Producers  and  Bottlers . 

2 

,,  Bottlers . 

2* 

,,  ,,  Dealers . 

32 

Accredited  Producers . 

2 

Producers  and  Bottlers . 

2 

Bottlers . 

— 

,,  Dealers . 

46 

Pasteurising  Establishments . 

— 

(ed)  Dealers . 

2 

88 

*  These  licences  permit  bottling  of  either  designated  milks,  bnt  each 
grade  must  be  bottled  at  separate  times. 
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The  amount  of  graded  milk  produced  per  day  in  the 
Borough  is  approximately  254  gallons.  Apart  from  the  graded 
milk  produced  in  the  Borough,  the  following  amounts  of  graded 
milk  are  imported  by  road  and  rail  every  day,  as  compared 
with  1936: — • 

1937.  1936. 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk 699  gals.  865  gals. 

Accredited  milk  . 1161  gals.  1081  gals. 

During  the  year  the  supply  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk 
to  patients  and  staff  at  the  Maternity  Home,  Grindon  Hall  and 
the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  has  been  continued  and 
approximately  400  gallons  of  Pasteurised  milk  per  week  has 
been  supplied  to  school  children  at  the  schools  free  on  the  advice 
of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 


Cows  and  Cowsheds. — -The  total  number  of  farms  visited  for 
purposes  of  inspection  of  cows  and  cowsheds  was  18,  the  total 
number  of  visits  paid  was  230,  and  the  number  of  cowsheds 
inspected  was  32. 


At  225  of  the  visits  the  sheds  were  reported  clean  whilst  at 
5  they  were  dirty. 

REGISTERED  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Cowkeepcrs  inside  Borough . 18 

Cowsheds  ,,  ,,  32 

Oows(approx.),,  ,,  288 

Dairymen  ,,  ,,  70 

Cowkeepers  outside  Borough  Registered  for  Sale  of  Milk  within 
Borough  . 25 

Dairymen  outside  Borough  Registered  for  Sale  of  Milk  within 
Borough  . 10 

Milkshops  /*n  ??aled  Bottles  666  1  690 

(Ordinary .  24/ . 


Report  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector _ The  Veterinary  In¬ 

spector,  Mr.  T.  M.  Mitchell,  reports  of  activities  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Order,  1926, 
and  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  for  the  year  1937: — - 
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“No  of  registered  milk  producers  in  Borough... Jan..  1937  19 

Dec.,  19S7  18 

No.  of  cows  (  1st  Quarter .  337 

examined  at  J  2nd  ,,  ...  •••  336 

routine  quarterly  1  3rd  ,,  .  348 

visits :  l  4th  , ,  ...  ...  350 

Average  cow  population  during  year.  Approx.  311. 

No.  of  routine  quarterly  examinations  ...  76 

No.  of  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Total  No.  of  visits  82 

* 

Cows  slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

Found  diseased  as  the  result  of  bulk  sampling  None. 

Found  diseased  during  routine  inspections  ...  2  cows. 

Reported  as  suspected  by  owners  and  found 

diseased  ...  ...  ....  ...  ....  4  cows. 


Total  ...  6  cows. 


During-  the  year  no  bulk  sample  of  milk  produced  by  cow- 
keepers  in  the  Borough  was  found  to  be  infected  with  tubercle 
bacilli.  This  is  the  first  time  that  this  very  satisfactory  state  of 
affairs  has  occurred  since  I  took  over  the  duties  of  Veterinary 
Inspector  to  the  Corporation  in  1926,  and  is  an  indication  of 
the  quality  of  the  animals  and  the  care  exercised  by  the  town’s 
milk  producers  to  ensure  a  wholesome  and  safe  article  of  food. 

A  further  indication  of  the  producers’  vigilance  is  provided 
in  the  fact  that  of  the  six  cows  slaughtered  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  four  were  reported  as  suspected 
by  the  owners.  The  other  two  were  suspected  by  me  during 
my  routine  quarterly  inspection  of  December,  1936,  and  it  was 
not  until  laboratory  methods  had  been  employed  that  disease 
could  be  confirmed.  This  resulted  in  the  destruction,  early  m 
1937,  of  two  animals  which,  strictly  speaking,  were  detected 
and  belong  to  the  records  of  1936.  As  the  number  of  cows 
passing  through  the  dairy  herds  of  the  Borough  during  the  year 
must  be  in  the  region  of  six  to  seven  hundred,  the  above  figures 
show  that  less  than  one  per  cent.,  during  the  year  under  review, 
developed  clinical  signs  of  tuberculosis.  This  is  the  lowest 
incidence  of  bovine  tuberculosis  in  the  twelve  years  I  have  been 
serving  Sunderland  Corporation,” 
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Dairy  Farms  and  Milkshops.— The  following  tables  show 
the  number  of  registered  Dairy  Farms  and  Milkshops  in  the 
Borough  on  December  31st,  1 937  : — - 

Dairy  Farms  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms,  in  the  Borough  on  the 

Register  on  December  31st,  1936  ...  ...  19 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year...  I 

Number  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1937  ...  18 

Milkshops  and  Dairies  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  Milkshops  and  Dairies  in  the  Borough 

on  the  Register  on  December  31st,  1936  ...  776 

Number  added  to  Register  during  the  year...  ...  7 

Number  removed  from  Register  during  the  year...  5 

Number  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1937  ...  778 

The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  by  the 
Sampling  Inspector  111  connection  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Acts  and  Orders 

Visits. 

To  dairies  and  milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,175 

To  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  230 

To  railway  stations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

Milk  and  Food  Analysis, — The  following  table  sets  out  the 
number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  and  examined 
by  the  Public  Analyst  with  information  as  to  quality  and 
composition 

Samples  of  Milk  and  Cream  sent  to  the  Public 


Analyst  for  examination  during  1937. 


Article. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Total. 

Taken  formally. 

Taken  informally. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated. 

Genuine. 

Adulter¬ 

ated 

Milk  . 

171 

28 

199 

162 

26 

9 

2 

Cream . 

6 

«  .  . 

6 

*  .  . 

. .  . 

6 

•  •  * 

„  Tinned  ... 

8 

... 

8 

... 

... 

8 

•  •  • 

185 

28 

213 

162 
v. _ 

26 

_ J 

23 

2 

188 

25 

5° 


MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  TUBERCLE  EXAMINATION. 

SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY. 


Local 

Farmers 

Local  Dairymen 
per 

Durham. 

York, 

West¬ 

morland 

Cumberland. 

Northumber¬ 

land. 

Scotland. 

Total. 

No,  Positive, 

Rail. 

Farmers 

13 

11 

28 

45 

5 

... 

... 

2 

... 

52 

6 

Samples  op  Food  (other  than  Raw  Milk  and  Cream)  and  Drugs  r  j 
BBNT  TO  THE  PUBLIC  ANALYST  FOR  EXAMINATION  DURING  1937.  ^ 


Article. 

a5 

a 

*  pH 

2 

*3 'd 

A 

<1 

£-| 

Taken 

Formally. 

Taken 

Informally. 

a 

(V 

O 

rO  o3 
<<  & 

o 

EH 

Genu¬ 

ine. 

Adult¬ 

erated. 

Genu  * 
ine. 

Adult 

orated- 

Almonds,  Ground . 

Arrowroot . 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

9 

•  .  • 

•  »  • 

2 

•  «  4 

Butter . 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

6 

4  1  4 

Bristling,  Tinned . 

1 

1 

•  •  < 

1 

4  4  4 

Bisoaits  Chocolate . 

8 

3 

11 

... 

3 

8 

4  4  4 

Barley,  Pearl . 

3 

3 

3 

4  4  4 

Beans,  Baked  (tinned). 

O 

... 

2 

.  .  t 

... 

2 

•  4-4 

Beans,  Butter . 

1 

1 

*  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

4  4  4 

Beer . 

5 

5 

,  ,  , 

... 

5 

Coffee . 

5 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

4  4  4 

Coffee  and  Chicory . 

3 

... 

3 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

3 

4  4  4 

Cheese,  Cheshire . 

6 

6 

.  •  * 

6 

4  4  4 

Cake,  Sponge . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

3 

4  4  4 

Flour . 

3 

•  •  « 

3 

.  .  * 

•  •  • 

3 

Flour,  Self-raising . 

3 

3 

,  , 

»  •  • 

3 

4  •  4 

Flour,  Corn . 

1 

1 

... 

1 

4  4  4 

Figs,  Svrup  of . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  • 

»  .  • 

1 

4  4  4 

Glycerine . 

2 

•  «  • 

2 

.  •  • 

2 

4  4  4 

Iodine.  Tincture  of..  .. 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

4  4  4 

Ice-Cream . 

'  6 

•  «  • 

6 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

6 

4  4  4 

Jam . 

3 

3 

... 

3 

Jellies,  Table . . 

3 

3 

3 

Lemonade  (Crystals)... 

1 

i 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Lemonade  ( Powder) .... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

«  •  • 

1 

4  4  4 

Margarine . 

5 

5 

... 

•  •  • 

5 

( 

Milk  Condensed  (full 
Cream) . 

7 

»  M 

7 

7 

Milk.  Condensed 

(Machine  Skimmed) 

10 

•  •  • 

10 

10 

Meat,  Mince . 

2 

2 

... 

2 

Mustard . 

1 

•  #  « 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Ointment,  Boracic . 

2 

2 

•  •  4 

2 

Ointment,  Zinc . 

2 

•  •  * 

2 

2 

Oil,  Olive . 

2 

... 

2 

2 

4  4  4 

Oil,  Camphorated . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

... 

2 

Oranges  Tinned . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

,  ,  . 

•  4  •» 

3 

Powder,  Compound 
Licorice . 

2 

2 

2 

•  4  4 

Powder,  Seidlitz . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

4  4  4 

Powde^  Gregory . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

4  4  4 

Powder  Custard . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Powder  Pudding . 

2 

«  •  • 

2 

... 

2 

4  4  4 

Powder,  Baking . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

Peais,  Tinned . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

.  •  4 

Peas,  Tinned . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

*  •  4 

Peas,  Dried . 

2 

4  4  4 

2 

2 

Peaches,  Tinned . 

3 

•  «  • 

3 

3 

Pineapple,  Tinned . 

l 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

4  4  « 

Pepper . 

3 

.  «  ♦ 

3 

•  •  * 

3 

4  4  4 

Quinine  (Tablets) . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

2 

4  4  1 

Raisins.  . . 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

Rice . . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

Rum . 

3 

3 

3 

Soda,  Bi-Carbonate . 

2 

2 

2 

Sild  Tinned . 

3 

3 

3 

Shrimps,  Tinned . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Sponge  Mixture . 

1 

•  .  * 

1 

.  •  • 

4  4  4 

1 

Sausage..  . 

11 

1 

12 

•  •  • 

11 

1 

SalaU,  Fruit . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Sultanas . 

Salts  Epsom . 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

•• 

... 

1 

1 

... 

Salts,  Glauber . 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

( 

Syrup  Easton . 

Spice,  Mixed . 

l 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Tea . 

4 

•  *  • 

4 

4 

Tarter,  Cream  of..,  .... 

2 

2 

2 

Vinegar . 

3 

i 

4 

3 

1 

Whiskey . 

3 

... 

3 

... 

... 

3 

4  4  4 

181 

7 

188 

1 

3 

180 

4 

184 


4 
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ANALYSIS  OF  FORMALLY  PURCHASED  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SHOWING 
EXTENT  OF  ADULTERATION  AND  ACTION  TAKEN. 


T3 

Result  of 

X! 

Articles 

Analysed. 

Cf) 

Analysis. 

3 

Action 

1  c 
'  < 

i 

<-<  <l> 

i  • 

E  s 

z 

Ei 

Extent  of  Adulteration. 

taken 

&  Remarks. 

. 

j  ° 

!  z 

O)  C 

O’ 

T3  eS 
<  £ 

3 

a! 

GO 

Milk  . 

188 

162 

26 

16 

Deficient  in  milk  fat  2’ 3%  ... 
do.  do.  2\3%  ... 

Letter  of  Caution. 

do. 

43 

51 

do.  do.  143%  ... 

Fined  40s.  &  Costs. 

52 

do.  do.  116%  ... 

Letter  of  Caution. 

133 

do.  non-fatty  solids  3 '5%  ... 

do. 

134 

f  do.  non-: atty -solids  1*0%  I 
\  do.  milk  fat  14\3%  J 

Case  Withdrawn. 

135 

do.  non  fatty  so  ids  3  6%  ... 

Letter  of  Caution. 

140 

do.  milk  fat  10'6%  .. 

Fined  10s.  &  Costs. 

188 

do.  do.  1  ‘6%  ... 

Letter  of  Caution. 

190 

do.  do.  6- 6%  ... 

do. 

193 

do.  do.  4-3%  ... 

do 

200 

f  do.  non-fatty  solids  0’9°/o  1 
(  do.  milk  fat  3‘30/0  / 

do. 

201 

f  do.  non  fatty  solids  0'7°/o  \ 
i.  do.  milk  fat  3*3°/0  / 

do. 

203 

do.  milk  fat  4  0%  ... 

do. 

204 

do.  do.  3*6%  ... 

do. 

238 

do.  do.  8'6°/0  ••• 

do. 

240 

/  do.  non  tatty  solids  0-5°/o  \ 
\  do.  milk  fat  0'6°/°  / 

— 

277 

do.  mdk  fat  ±7'0°/o  ••• 

Fined  £5  &  Costs. 

280 

do.  non- ‘atty  solids  2'7°/0  ... 

Letter  of  Caution. 

282 

1  do,  non  fatty  solids  0‘9%  ) 

\  do.  milk  fat  6‘6%  J 

do. 

283 

do.  do.  6'0%  ... 

do. 

289 

do.  do.  90%  ... 

do. 

308 

do.  non-fatty  solids  l'7°/0  ... 

do. 

315 

do.  d->.  i'5% ... 

— 

331 

/  do.  non  fatty  solids  17'4%  ) 

1  do.  milk  fat  2 '6%  / 

Fined  £5  &  Costs. 

369 

do.  milk  fat  3‘3%  ... 

Letter  of  Caution. 

Chocolate 

O 

.1 

3 

102 

Contained  boric  acid  1,500 

Consignment  volun- 

Wafer  Biscuits 

parts  per  million  or  1 0*3 

tarily  surrendered 

i 

grains  per  lb 

for  destruction. 

Later  released  for  sale. 

103 

Contained  boric  acid  2,000 

do. 

parts  per  million  or  I4’0 
grains  per  lb. 

104 

Contained  boric  acid  1,600 
parts  per  million  or  11-2 

do. 

Ground 

grains  per  lb. 

Almonds  ... 

1  1 

1 

— 
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NUMBER  OF  MILK  AND  CREAM  SAMPLES  SUBJECTED  TO 
ANALYTICAL  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE  ESTIMATE  OF  MILK 
FAT  OR  ADDED  WATER,  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
FOR  TOTAL  ORGANISMS  AND  FOR  EXAMINATION  FOR  THE 
PRESENCE  OF  TUBERCLE  BACILLI  DURING  1937. 


Chemical  Analysis: 


Cieam  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and  Coliform  Tests  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  55 

Accredited  Milk  .  ...  ...  .  95 

Examination  for  the  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  : 

Non-graded  Milk . .  ...  .  43 

Graded  Milk  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  9 


Summary  of  NomGenuine  Samples  from  1915  to  1937,  in  respect  of  wbicli 
Legal  Proceedings  were  taken,  showing  Results: — 

Producers  34 


Convictions 

......  11. 

....Dismissed.... 

..  23 

Above  15-0.... 

...  Fined  . 

......  9.. 

Dismissed 

11 

Below  15-0  ... 

.  2.. 

..  12 

Dealers  69: — 

Convictions 

.  54.. 

..  15 

Above  15-0.,., 

...  Fined  . 

.  35.. 

..  8 

Below  15-0.. .. 

Do . 

......  19.. 

..  7 

54 


REPORT  OF  SAMPLING  INSPECTOR. 


Visits. 

No.  of 
Inspections. 

Defaults 

found. 

Com¬ 

munica¬ 

tions. 

Milk. 

To  premises  for  inspection  for  regis¬ 
tration . 

7 

„  X>remises  for  removal  from 

register . 

5 

•  •  • 

,,  inspect  milk  and  dairy  produce 

premises . 

903 

,,  inspect  cowsheds . 

230 

5 

i 

,,  ,,  retail  milk  shoots . 

1272 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

,,  examine  milk  churns . 

1562 

•  •  • 

milk  vehicles . 

626 

... 

... 

Ice-Cream. 

To  inspect  barrows  and  utensils . 

82 

•  •  • 

•  #  « 

,,  ,,  manufacturers’  premises.... 

570 

,,  merchants’  premises . 

24 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,,  ,,  vendors’  premises . 

234 

... 

... 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

To  obtain  milk  and  cream  samples . 

213 

28 

19 

,,  other  samples  . 

188 

7 

3 

Bacteriology. 

To  obtain  milk  samples . .• . 

202 

46 

6 

,,  ,,  water  samples  (swimming 

baths) . 

6 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

Miscellaneous. 

To  obtain  samples  of  rag  and  flock . 

•  •  • 

,,  ,,  fertilisers  and 

feeding  stuffs 

9 

,,  observe  smoke  emissions . 

16 

4 

4 

Other  visits  of  inspection . 

40 

... 

... 

MEAT 


During  the  year  51  slaughter-house  licences  were  renewed, 
a  decrease  of  two. 


In  one  instance  no  application  was  received  and  one 
application  was  rejected  because  the  slaughter-house  had  not 
been  used  for  slaughtering  during  the  previous  year. 


CA.RCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED, 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (approximate) . . 

3780 

1670 

330 

40,000 

11,280 

Number  inspected . 

2038 

1649 

202 

6211 

8063 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis — • 
Whole  carcases  condemned . 

5 

4 

17 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned . 

44 

209 

4 

45 

397 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis . 

2*1  % 

12  67. 

0 

0 

OO 

0-67. 

4-97, 

Tuberculous  only . 

9 

31 

3 

21 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned . 

# 

157 

1022 

4 

379 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis . 

7-6% 

61'87„ 

1-987° 

... 

4’77o 

56 


Detailed  table  of  diseased  carcases  destroyed  at  the  Wear 
Refinery  works : — 


Disease. 

Bull. 

Oxen, 

Heifers . 

Calves 

Cows, 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Totals. 

Tuberculosis  . 

1 

5 

3 

3 

31 

•  •  « 

21 

64 

Decomposition  ,... 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

8 

7 

15 

Dropsy . 

.  .  • 

2 

1 

«  .  • 

3 

Emaciation  . 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

6 

Erysipelas  . 

•  .  . 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Fever,  Acute . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

14 

16 

Injury . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Jaundice  . 

,  .  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Leuksemia  . 

,  , 

1 

•  •  • 

•  »  • 

J 

Septic  Mastitis  ... 

•  •  « 

1 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

1 

,,  Pneumonia 

2 

•  »  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

Septic 

Polyarthritis.. 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Totals . 

1 

5 

3 

7 

36 

16 

4.5 
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COMPARATIVE  REPORT  FOR  1936. 


Goat. 

Oxen. 

Heifers. 

Calves 

Cows. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

5 

G 

4 

41 

... 

29 

86 

Other  Diseases... 

... 

2 

15 

19 

21 

57 

Totals  . 

1 

5 

G 

6 

5G 

19 

50 

143 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  a  decrease  of  30  carcases  below  the 
unusually  high  number  destroyed  during  the  previous  year. 


« 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  MEAT  AND  OFFAL,  DESTROYED  AND 

COMPARATIVE  REPORT. 

1937. 


Found  during 
Routine  Inspection. 

Slaughter  Total 


Notified. 

Shops. 

Houses. 

lbs. 

Beef  . 

..  27.624 

- — 

— 

27,624 

Veal  . 

424 

— - 

140 

564 

Mutton  . 

825 

36 

38 

899 

Pork  . 

.  4,899 

433 

2,735 

8.067 

Imported  Beef  .... 

307 

— 

— 

307 

Imported  Mutton 

32 

— 

— 

32 

Offal  . 

..  18.627 

53 

27,536 

46,216 

52,738 

522 

30,449 

83,709 

Total: — 37  tons,  7  cwt.,  1  qr.,  8  lbs. 


1936. 


Notified. 

Found  during 
Routine  Inspection. 

Slaughter 

Shops.  Houses. 

Total 

lbs. 

Beef  .... 

.  38,299 

41 

— 

38,340 

Veal  .... 

.  444 

— 

91 

535 

Mutton 

.  704 

88 

146 

938 

Pork 

.  6,822 

573 

2,983 

10,378 

Imported  Beef  .  659 

— 

— 

659 

y  y 

Mutton  .  173 

— 

— 

173 

a 

Pork  ....  12 

— 

— 

12 

Offal  ... 

.  21,285 

182 

25,643 

47,110 

68,398 

884 

28,863 

98,145 

Total  —43  tons, 

16  cwt.,  1 

qr.,  5  lbs. 

The  tables  show  a  decrease  of  6  tons  8  cwts.  3  qrs.  25  lbs. 


5» 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

One  butcher  was  fined  io/-  for  failing  to  notify  the  slaugh¬ 
tering  of  pigs.  A  number  of  butchers  were  warned  for  this 
offence. 

The  table  of  infringements  against  Acts  and  Regulations 
gives  details  of  various  offences  under  these  regulations. 

Notices  of  slaughter  on  allotments  numbered  14,  a  similar 
number  to  that  of  the  previous  year. 


To  remind  wholesale  meat  traders  and  meat  carriers  of 
their  obligations  under  these  regulations,  a  copy  of  the  following 
letter  was  given  to  each  person  engaged  in  such  work : — 

The  following  articles  in  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1924,  relate  to  the  transport  and  handling  of  meat:' — 

Every  person  who  conveys  or  causes  to  be  conveyed  any  meat 
in  any  vehicle  : — 

(1)  Shall  cause  to  be  kept  clean  the  inside  and  covering  of 

the  vehicle. 

(2)  Shall  cause  the  meat  to  be  adequately  protected  by  means 

of  a  clean  cloth  or  other  suitable  method. 

(3)  Shall  take  such  other  precautions  as  are  reasonably 

necessary  to  prevent  the  exposure  of  the  meat  to  con¬ 
tamination. 

(4)  Every  person  who  employs  a  person  to  carry  meat  in  or 

about  a  market  or  other  place  in  which  meat  is  sold  by 
wholesale  shall  cause  such  person  while  so  occupied  to 
wear,  and  every  person  while  so  occupied  shall  wear,  a 
clean  and  washable  head  covering  and  overall. 

Any  person  who  wilfully  neglects,  or  refuses  to  obey  or  carry 
out,  or  obstructs  the  execution  of  these  articles  shall  be  liable  to 
a  penalty  not  exceeding  £100,  and  in  every  case  of  a  continuing 
offence,  to  a  further  penalty  not  exceeding  £50  a  day  for  every 
day  during  which  the  offence  continues. 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  OTHER  FOODS  DESTROYED. 


lbs. 

Tinned  Meats  . 5,443 

,,  Fruit  . 2,415 

,,  Vegetables  99 

,,  Tomatoes..  2G7 

Potatoes  .  28 


lbs. 

Fish  . 2,295 

Shellfish  .  12 

Tinned  Fish  .  30 

Provisions  .  842 


Imported  Tripes.  1,008 


lbs. 


Bacon  .  73 

Rabbits  .  10 

Chickens  .... _ 10 


Tinned  Milk  . 1,500 


Total  ...  6  tons,  5  cwt.,  1  qr.,  4  lbs. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Two  pig  carcases  and  two  pig's’  plucks,  all  affected  with 
tuberculosis,  were  seized  by  an  inspector  and  ordered  to  be 
destroyed  after  being  seen  by  a  magistrate. 

The  carcases  and  offal  had  been  sent  in  from  an  outside 
area  and  information  was  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  that  district,  to  whom  notice  of  disease  should  have  been 
sent  before  the  carcases  were  dispatched. 

A  butcher  was  fined  io/-  for  slaughtering  pigs  on  unlicenced 
premises. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Ten  butchers  were  warned  for  failing  to  use  a  mechanical 
instrument  when  slaughtering  animals. 

In  every  case  the  reason  given  was  that  the  slaughtering 
instrument  was  being  repaired. 

Enquiries  into  the  cause  of  delay  in  the  execution  of  repairs 
showed  that  with  the  introduction  of  the  Firearms  Act,  1937, 
butchers’  outfitters  ceased  to  have  power  to  supply  spare  parts 
or  do  any  repairs  unless  they  were  registered  firearms  dealers. 

The  registration  fee  is  £$.  As  the  amount  of  such 
business  does  not  justify  this  expenditure,  dealers  will  not 
become  registered. 

Previously,  minor  repairs  could  be  done  in  a  few  hours. 
In  some  instances  butchers  bought  spare  parts  ready  to  be 
fitted  as  required. 

Enquiries  in  other  districts  showed  that  similar  conditions 
prevailed  and  only  those  dealers  who  had  a  large  trade,  or  a 
branch  of  a  wholesale  dealer,  were  justified  in  becoming  regis¬ 
tered. 

The  position  now  is  that  where  repairs  are  needed,  and 
these  are  usually  minor  but  fairly  frequent,  the  instrument  must 
be  sent  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  instruments. 
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Delay  m  returning  the  instrument  varies  probably  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  number  received  at  one  time  for  repairs. 

It  is  known  that  at  least  200  dealers  in  the  country,  who 
formerly  supplied  spare  parts  or  did  repairs,  are  now  prohibited 
from  doing  this  business  unless  they  become  registered. 

A  paradoxical  feature  is  that  dealers  may  supply  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  captive-bolt  instruments  without  being  registered 

dealers. 

The  remedy  lies  in  the  Firearms  Act,  1937,  being  amended 
so  as  to  permit  dealers  in  slaughtering  instruments  only  to  be 
registered  at  a  nominal  fee  and  not  a  prohibitive  one. 

Thus,  with  the  advent  of  the  Firearms  Act,  1937,  the 
smooth  working  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  becomes 
retarded.  The  situation  will  become  progressively  worse  with 
time,  the  increasing  age  of  the  instruments  and  the  greater 
need  of  repairs. 

With  this  exception,  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of 
Animals  Act,  1933,  are  being  carried  out  with  little  trouble. 

Slaughtermen  generally  are  agreed  that  for  cattle  the 
mechanical  stunning  instrument  is  better  than  the  pole  axe.  It 
is  very  necessary  to  have  the  animal’s  head  secured  close  to  the 
ring  fixed  in  the  slaughter-house  floor  to  obviate  a  heavy  fall 
which  may  cause  some  haemorrhage  in  a  leg. 

For  large  sheep  the  mechanical  stunner  is  preferred  by 
slaughtermen,  but  objection  is  frequently  made  against  its  use 
on  lambs.  This  objection  is  largely  overcome  by  placing  the 
bolt  in  the  correct  place  at  the  back  of  the  head. 

Small  pigs  are  difficult  to  handle  during  slaughter  if  they 
are  given  too  much  room  to  move  about.  With  limited  space 
the  work  is  easier. 

Slaughtering  by  mechanical  means  is  rapidly  becoming  a 
matter  of  habit  and  few  objections  are  arised.  The  method  is 
humane  and  this  far  outweighs  the  objections. 

A  number  of  enquiries  were  made  regarding  the  spoiling 
of  meat  due  to  the  use  of  the  mechanical  slaughtering  instru¬ 
ments,  but  no  serious  complaints  were  received. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Visits. 

Meat  Trade — 

Butcher  Shops,  retail . 

Wholesale  Meat  Shops . 

Slaughter-houses . . . 

Meat  Carrying  Vehicles . 

Meat  Stalls . 

Allotments,  Slaughtering  on . . . 

Tripe  Preparing  and  Shops . . . 

Game,  Poultry  and  Rabbit  Shops . 

3,236 

444 

4,789 

356 

189 

14 

72 

161 

Fish  Trade — 

Fisr  Flying  and  Wet  Fish  Shops . . . 

Fish  Stalls . 

202 

75 

Fruit  Trade — 

Retail  Fruit  Shops . . . 

Fruit  Stalls . . 

Wholesale  Fruit  Warehouses . 

340 

354 

12 

Provision  Trade — 

Retail  Shops . 

Wholesale  W arehouses . 

Market  Stalls . 

570 

44 

50 

Hawkers . 

27 

Other  Visits . 

iO 

11,145 

6o  (b) 


INFRINGEMENTS  OF  ACTS  AND  REGULATIONS  AND 

ACTION  TAKEN. 


Offences. 


Action  Taken. 


Meat  Trade. 

Slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises . 

Failing  to  notify  slaughter  . 

,,  ,,  ,,  disease . 

Diseased  meat  exposed  for  sale . 

(See  under  “Public  Health  Act,  1875.”) 

Accumulations  of  bones  or  offal . 

Sheep  in  slaughter-house . 

Drains  choked . 

Dirry  blood  can . . . 

Repairs  to  slaughter-houses  and  pens . 

Failure  to  limewash  slaughter-houses  &  pens 

Dogs  in  slaughter-houses  . . . 

Failure  to  use  mechanical  stunners . 

Carrying  meat  improperly  covered . 

Meat  exposed  outside  window  limits . 

Dirty  utensils . 


Fine  imposed,  10s. 

One  fine  imposed,  10s. 
Nine  verbal  warnings. 
One  lei  ter  0f  warning. 
Three  verbal  warnings 
Two  carcases  and  offal 
seized. 

Five  verbal  warnings. 
One  verbal  warning. 
Two  verbal  warnings. 
New  can  provided. 
Nine  verbal  notices. 
Sixteen  ,,  ,, 

Two  verbal  warnings. 
Ten 
Four 
Two 
One 


55 

55 

>5 


55 

55 


55 

55 


Fish  Trade. 

Accumulation  of  offal 

Fruit  Trade. 

Accumulation  of  offal 
Fruit  kept  in  Stables. 

General  Dealer. 


Selling  old  clothes  i;i  addition  to  provisions. 
Failing  to  label  imported  tomatoes . 


^  7 

7  7 

7  7 

7  7 

7  7 

7  7 

;  7 

7  7 

7  7 

meat . 

provisions 
poultry... . 


Three  ,, 

55 

Two  ” 
Three  ,, 

55 

5-5 

One 

77 

7  7 

17 

7  7 

7  7 

38 

7  7 

77 

13 

7  7 

7  7 

Three  dealers 

reported 

to 

Medical 

Officer  of 

Fleal  tli . 
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MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL. 


In  the  last  few  Annual  Reports  I  have  recorded  the  fact 
that  as  regards  new  building  developments,  no  bricks  have 
been  laid.  It  is  now  pleasing  to  record  in  this  Report  that 
many  bricks  have  been  placed  on  top  of  one  another. 

Buildings  in  course  of  erection. — The  Nurses’  Hostel,  compris¬ 
ing  201  bedrooms,  together  with  dining,  lecture  and  sitting 
room  accommodation,  is  more  than  half  completed,  and  when  it 
is  finished  it  will  provide  very  enviable  accommodation  for  the 
nursing  staff. 

The  Maternity  Home  extension  of  40  beds  in  a  two-storied 
building  is  practically  completed,  and  will  soon  be  in  occupation. 
This  will  mean  the  discontinuing  of  the  Maternity  Home  in 
Mowbray  Terrace  for  lying-in  cases,  resulting  in  the  whole  of 
the  maternity  work  of  the  Council  being  conducted  under  one 
roof  and  under  direct  medical  supervision. 

The  X-Ray  Department  is  now  completed,  and  this, 
together  with  the  adjoining  Massage  Department,  both  of  which 
rooms  are  now  fitted  with  up-to-date  apparatus,  will  provide 
adequate  accommodation  for  the  increased  work  with  which 
they  have  to  contend. 

Plans  approved. — So  much  for  the  actual  buildings.  There 
are  plans  approved  for  the  following  buildings : — 

A  large  Out-patient  Department,  together  with  a 
Porter’s  Lodge.  Owing  to  the  increased  number  of 
attendances  of  out-patients,  this  department  has  been 
very  urgently  needed  for  many  months. 

To  the  North  of  the  Hospital,  a  60-bedded  ward  for 
male  patients,  and  a  36-bedded  ward  for  children,  when 
completed,  will  relieve  pressure  on  adult  beds  being 
occupied  by  children,  and  will,  in  addition  to  relieving 
overcrowded  medical  wards,  allow  certain  of  the  ill 
patients  from  the  male  infirm  wards  to  be  transferred  to 
Hospital  beds. 
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Flans  to  be  prepared. — Permanent  buildings  for  advanced  cases 
of  Tuberculosis.  These  patients  are  at  present  housed  in  old 
and  unsuitable  wooden  buildings  which  are  a  relic  of  war  years, 
and  the  essential  nursing  of  such  patients  will  be  more  efficiently 
carried  out  under  more  suitable  conditions.  These  can  only 
be  erected  when  the  present  huts  used  as  nurses’  accommoda¬ 
tion  can  be  demolished. 

It  is  proposed  to  develop  the  land  to  the  South  of  the 
Hospital  buildings  by  a  new  ward  to  accommodate  female 
patients,  possibly  of  60  beds. 

Finality. — When  these  buildings  which  are  in  course  of 
erection  at  present,  and  those  for  which  plans  are  prepared  or 
for  which  plans  are  in  course  of  preparation,  are  completed,  the 
whole  of  the  available  land  appropriated  under  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1929,  will  be  built  upon  as  completely  as  is 
desirable.  The  building  of  additional  structures  would  defin¬ 
itely  interfere  with  the  amenities  of  existing  buildings. 

Attendances. — -The  pages  which  follow  in  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent  will  make  it  obvious  that  not  only  have 
all  departments  been  taxed  to  their  uttermost,  but  that  the 
Hospital,  as  a  Hospital,  is  appreciated  by  the  public  at  large. 

The  moving  Westwards  of  the  population  from  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  areas  has  made  the  Municipal  Hospdal  more  and  more  a 
centre  for  hospital  work,  and  there  should  be  no  misgivings 
about  the  propriety  of  the  introduction  of  these  pages  under 
the  heading  of  “  New  Buildings.” 

Admissions. — There  has  been  an  increase  of  403  over  the  total 
admissions  for  last  year,  and  in  the  maternity  admissions  alone, 
although  an  increase  of  47  is  shown,  a  more  significant  fact  is 
that  209  were  refused  admission,  owing  to  lack  of  beds,  and 
were  transferred  to  outside  institutions.  The  figure  in  the  table 
later  on  in  the  Report  of  beds  occupied  on  the  31st  December, 
1937,  does  not  give  a  true  picture  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
Hospital  beds  are  used  as  on  nearly  every  night  in  the  year 
there  are  no  vacant  beds. 
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Developments. — One  of  the  most  important  changes  in  the 
Hospital  policy  for  several  years  has  been  due  to  the  passing 
of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936.  This  materially  altered  the  pro¬ 
cedure  for  the  training  of  pupil  midwives  in  order  to  take  the 
examinations  of  the  C.M.B.,  and  it  has  necessitated  the  Council 
appointing  a  special  medical  staff  to  deal  with  this  problem. 

In  the  very  near  future,  the  Municipal  Hospital  staff  will 
include  a  Consulting  Surgeon  for  obstetrics  and  an  Obstetric 
House  Surgeon  for  the  new  Maternity  Wards.  When  this  has 
been  achieved,  the  Municipal  Hospital  will  be  recognised  by 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  as  a  training  school  for  Part  I.  of 
the  syllabus  for  the  C.M.B.  examination. 

The  Pathological  work  of  the  Hospital  is  to  a  very  large 
extent  carried  on  at  the  Royal  Infirmary.  In  the  re-allocation 
of  duties  in  the  administrative  buildings  consequent  upon  the 
transference  of  staff  to  the  new  Nurses’  Hostel,  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  a  Pathological  Department  with  trained  technical 
assistants  working  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Patholo¬ 
gist  to  the  Council. 

The  detailed  clinical  work  of  the  Hospital  is  shewn  in  the 
following  pages  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Superintendent. 


Admissions. — Total  admissions  for  the  past  year  have  been 
5,951 — males  1,296,  females  2,389  and  children  to  16  years 
2,266,  against  a  total  of  5,548  the  previous  year — an  increase 
of  403. 

It  will  be  noted  that  we  are  still  carrying  a  heavy  percentage 
of  children,  i.e.,  38%  for  the  past  year.  We  do  not  like  to 
know  that  children  have  to  be  accommodated  with  adults,  and 
we  try  to  avoid  it  as  far  as  possible.  When  the  new  wards  are 
built  we  intend  to  set  aside  so  many  for  children  only. 

Discharges. — Discharges  during  1937  totalled  5,934— an 
increase  of  376.  As  I  have  mentioned  before  the  hold-up  is  in 
the  more  chronic  sections. 
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In-patients. — The  average  total  number  of  beds  occupied  this 
year  was  380  as  against  377  for  1936.  The  average  stay  of 
patients  in  days  was  25  against  25-5  the  previous  year,  therefore 
for  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the 
average  stay  of  patients,  i.e.,  1935 — 28-8  days — giving  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  3-8  over  the  three  years.  This,  of  course,  as  stated 
before,  can  to  a  certain  extent  be  accounted  for  because  we  have 
had  to  shorten  convalescence  owing  to  pressure,  but  t  think  the 
most  marked  cause  is  the  low  respiratory  disease  incidence  for 
the  past  three  years— despite  the  small  increase  of  57  cases 
over  1936. 

Out-patients  Department. — This  department  shows  an  everlast¬ 
ing  increase — not  in  hundreds  but  thousands.  This  year  again 
there  is  an  increase  of  10,407  attendances  over  the  previous 
year,  making  20,000  odd  increase  in  two  years. 

Private  Patients. — Again,  owing  to  the  pressure  on  accommo¬ 
dation,  this  class  of  case  is  not  being  encouraged — there  were 
seven  such  cases  admitted  during  the  past  year. 

Surgery. — The  work  in  this  section  remains  about  the  same 
as  regards  figures,  there  being  an  increase  of  7  cases.  As  in 
previous  reports  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  beds  in  this 
department  are  definitely  limited.  The  figures  in  detail  will  be 
found  in  the  analysis  at  the  back  of  the  Report.  The  theatre  is 
engaged  every  and  all  day. 

Thoracic  Surgery. — There  were  performed  57  operations  under 
this  heading.  This  work,  although  undertaken  in  apparently 
desperate  cases,  has  shown  wonderful  results. 

Neurological  Surgery. — In  this  section,  again,  most  interesting 
work  is  being  carried  on  and  operations  performed  upon  cases 
hitherto  considered  incurable.  21  operations  were  performed. 

Electro-Therapeutic  and  Massage  Department. — In  view  of  the 
re-building  and  re-arrangement  of  this  department  a  lot  of  this 
work  has  been  held  over,  but  despite  that  fact  the  cases  dealt 
with  have  kept  the  department  busy.  73  special  cases  have 
been  dealt  with,  a  total  of  1,843  attendances.  In  the  massage 
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department  133  cases  went  through  our  hands  with  a  total 
attendance  of  3,275  ;  quite  a  busy  time  for  the  restricted  quarters 
that  were  available  for  this  work  to  be  carried  on. 

X-Ray  Department. — The  number  of  cases  presenting  them¬ 
selves  at  this  department  numbered  5,002 — an  increase  of  731 
over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  new  depart¬ 
ment  is  fast  nearing  completion  and  we  expect  to  take  over  this 
new  wing  and  apparatus  at  the  beginning  of  June. 

Ear,  Nose  ancl  Throat  Department. — Mr.  R.  E.  Jowett  was 
appointed  as  surgeon  to  the  newly-formed  ear,  nose  and  throat 
department.  Work  is  still  being  carried  on  in  connection  with 
the  School  Medical  T.  &  A.  Service  Scheme.  I  might  suggest 
that  more  efficiency  and  economy  and  a  considerable  saving  of 
trouble  would  result  if  all  this  class  of  work  was  performed 
under  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Department  under  our  own 
surgical  staff — serious  consideration  might  be  given  to  this. 

Cancer  Cases. — This  hospital,  as  all  other  hospitals  of  a 
similar  kind,  is  the  last  living  resting-place  for  a  large  number 
of  advanced  cancer  cases  from  the  district.  The  majority  are 
so  advanced  that  they  are  hopeless  and  any  further  measure 
taken  of  a  curative  nature  would  be  useless,  but  we  have  a 
special  arrangement  with  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland,  and 
Dr.  Ramage,  of  Newcastle,  for  any  cases  requiring  deep  x-ray 
therapy,  and  the  supply  of  radium  for  those  where  same  can 
be  applied  with  any  hope  of  benefit. 

153  cases  of  malignant  disease  were  admitted  during  the 
year.  97  of  these  died.  47  were  discharged  home  with  general 
condition  slightly  improved  after  a  course  of  anti-malignine 
injections.  The  death-rate  for  this  section  alone  is  63-4% — 
such  a  section  is  responsible,  to  a  great  extent,  for  the  high 
total  death-rate  of  hospitals  of  this  type. 

Tuberculosis  Section. — This  department  deals  with  the  most 
advanced  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Here,  again,  we  can 
only  expect  that  a  heavy  death-rate  be  shown. 
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There  are  68  beds  and  8  cots  for  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

343  cases  were  admitted,  98  died  and  241  were  discharged 
improved — the  death-rate  in  this  section  alone  being  28-6%. 

The  work  done  in  this  department  will  be  found  in  the 
analysis  at  the  back  of  this  report. 

Surgical  Tuberculosis. — These  cases  are  housed  in  the  special 
open-air  balcony  wards  numbers  5  and  12.  Ward  5  for  males 
and  12  for  females.  There  is  a  total  accommodation  of  32  beds. 
The  cases  are  filtered  in  through  the  T.B.  dispensary  and  dealt 
with  surgically.  The  wards  have  been  full  throughout  the  year. 

Birth  Control  Clinic. — This  clinic  was  instituted  to  conform 
with  the  wish  of  the  Ministry.  It  must  be  clearly  understood 
that  cases  are  accepted  only  on  the  recommendation  of  their 
medical  advisor.  This  past  year  15  cases  have  been  dealt  with 
and  given  the  necessary  advice. 

In  necessary  and  urgent  cases  requisites  have  been  issued. 
These  clinics,  I  consider,  if  under  official  control,  are  necessary 
on  medical  grounds  and  will,  we  hope,  help  to  reduce  maternal 
mortality  and  morbidity  rates  of  the  district,  by  preventing 
women  who  are  medically  and  structurally  unfit  from  becoming 
mothers. 

Deaths. — The  total  percentage  of  deaths  from  all  causes  for 
1937  is  1 1 -2  as  against  10-4  last  year;  the  slight  increase  being 
due  to  the  raised  percentage  of  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer  cases. 

One  has  to  remember  that  this  institution  admits  large 
numbers  of  hopeless  cases,  i.e.,  admitted  dying — cancer  and 
advanced  T.B.  cases,  in  which  sections  together  there  was  a 
death-rate  of  39-3%  as  against  30-8  %  last  year.  If  these  are 
taken  from  the  total  figure  the  rate  is  reduced  to  8-7%. 

Again,  hospitals  other  than  Municipal,  do  not  have  the 
chronic  sections  which  admit  acute  senile  medical  and  surgical 
cases,  already  suffering  from  pre-existing  chronic  trouble. 
Ignoring  the  deaths  of  this  group,  i.e.,  65  years  and  upwards, 
the  rate  is  further  reduced  to  5-6%. 
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It  is  the  recognised  custom  of  the  major  hospitals  to  ignore 
in  their  calculation  of  death-rate,  the  number  of  cases  which  were 
in  hospital  under  24  hours.  Of  these  we  admitted  60  as  against 
55  last  year.  Following  this  course  then  we  get  a  final  death- 
rate  of  4-5% — slightly  lower  than  last  year. 

This  corresponds  very  closely  with  the  average  death-rate 
of  the  voluntary  hospitals  and  certainly  compares  favourably 
with  the  figures  of  municipal  hospitals. 

Ambulance,  Service. — The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  this  year 
was  3,277  against  3,224  the  previous  year — a  full  analysis  will 
be  found  at  the  end  of  the  report. 

Porterage. — This  work  is  done  by  six  ambulance-trained  men 
working  eight-hour  shifts  which  ensures  a  man  always  on  duty 
at  night  to  attend  to  telephone  calls  and  urgent  ward  carrying. 
These  men  and  the  ambulance  drivers  have  all  been  trained  and 
are  now  certified  by  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Association  in 
first  aid  and  home  nursing. 

Dental. — The  clinic  is  held  twice  weekly  at  9-0  a.m.,  Tues¬ 
days  and  Saturdays.  476  patients  were  dealt  with  at  the  dental 
clinics — an  increase  of  1 1 1  over  the  previous  year.  There  were 
7,349  extractions  and  23  surgical  consultations.  Full  analysis 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Pathoological  Work. — The  total  number  of  major  pathological 
investigations  was  1,784 — an  increase  of  366  over  last  year’s 
figures. 

Dispensary. — This  department  is  under  pressure  and  over 
and  above  the  ordinary  ward  dispensing,  8,345  bottles  of 
medicine  were  dispensed  to  the  out-patients  alone. 

« 

The  out-patient  dispensing  is,  of  course,  increasing  in  line 
with  the  increased  out-patient  work.  The  responsibilities  under 
the  Dangerous  Drugs  Act  are  becoming  greater  and  when  the 
new  dispensary  is  up  the  appointment  of  a  duly  qualified  phar¬ 
maceutical  chemist  will  have  to  be  made. 
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Maternity  Section. — This  department  has  been  overcrowded 
throughout  the  year,  and  it  is  really  beyond  the  powers  of 
executive  medical  officers  who  have  many  other  duties  to  attend 
to  besides  obstetrics,  to  give  the  attention  that  they  think  is 
necessary  to  this  class  of  work. 

The  appointment  of  a  resident  obstetrical  officer  is  awaited. 

We  still  remain  wonderfully  free  from  serious  sepsis.  Four 
cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified  and  two  special  cases  of 
pyrexia  that  were  notified  under  their  special  sections,  i.e., 
broncho  pneumonia  and  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Of  the  puerperal  fever  cases  two  were  our  own  and  two  were 
sent  in  from  outside  already  running  temperatures.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  demands  upon  this  department,  the  past  year  can  be 
considered  highly  satisfactory,  but  we  anxiously  await  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  new  Maternity  block. 

Ante-natal  Clinic. — 


Sessions  held 

108 

Expectant  mothers  examined 

854 

Number  of  attendances  entailed 

...  5652 

Average  number  seen  per  session 

52 

Deliveries  in  the  Maternity  Wards 

715 

Vertex 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

675 

Posterior  Position  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7 

Breech 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

30 

Transverse 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Face  presentation  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Of  the  civil  states  of  the  women  admitted  729  were  married 
and  16  single. 

Of  the  total  deliveries  in  the  Hospital  this  year — normal 
cases,  midwives  took  140  and  the  pupils,  under  supervision  and 
instruction,  559. 
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Morbidity  Bates. — Taking-  as  a  standard  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Hospital  classification,  i.e.,  any  case  which  develops  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  ioo  degrees  F.  as  morbid,  independent  of  its  duration — 
even  for  one  day,  we  have  a  total  morbidity  rate  for  the  year  of 
6-/% 


Academic  Successes  during  the  year. — 15  nurses  sat  for  the 
hospital  diploma  and  all  were  successful.  One  gold  medal,  two 
silver  and  two  bronze  were  awarded.  Dr.  Robinson,  the 
external  examiner,  reported  quite  a  high  standard. 

In  the  State  Final  examination  26  sat  and  22  passed.  In 
the  State  Preliminary  23  sat  and  22  passed. 

9  candidates  presented  themselves  for  the  Central  Mid¬ 
wives  Board  examination  and  all  were  successful. 
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DAYS  AND  TIMES  OF  SPECIALISTS’  ATTENDANCES  AND 


OUT-PATIENT  CLINICS. 


MONDAY.  10-0  a. m.  Dr.  G.  F.  Walker  attends. 

2- 0  p.in.  Mr.  G.  A.  Mason  attends  (Theatre). 

3- 0  p.m.  Mr.  Raw  attends — O.P. 

TUESDAY.  9-0  a.m.  Mr.  Mushens  attends — Dental  Surgeon. 

11-0  a. in.  Dr.  Hickey  attends — Theatre  T.  &  A. 

3-0  p.m.  Mr.  A.  R.  D.  Pattison  attends — Theatre. 


WEDNESDAY.  11-0  a.m.  Mr.  A.  R.  D.  Pattison— Neurolog.  Surg. 

2-0  p.m.  Dr.  Paige  Arnold  attends — Radiologist. 
3-30  p.m.  Mr.  Raw  attends — Theatre. 

THURSDAY.  9-0  a.m.  Mr.  Ritson  attends — O.P.  &1  Theatre. 

10- 0  a.m.  Dr.  G.  F.  Walker  attends. 

11- 0  a.m.  Mr.  Jowett  attends  E.N.  &  Throat.  O.P. 
2-0  p.m.  Ante-natal  Clinic. 

2-30  p.m.  Mr.  Jowett  attends — Theatre. 


FRIDAY.  11-0  a.m.  Dr.  Hickey  attends — Theatre  T.  &  A’s. 

11-0  a.m.  Dr.  Leigh — 'Ophthalmic  O.P 
2-0  p.m.  Dr.  Beal  attends. 

2-0  p.m.  Ante-natal  Clinic. 

SATURDAY.  9-0  a.m.  Mr.  Mushens  attends — Dental  Surgeon. 

11-0  a.m.  Mr.  Raw  attends — Theatre. 


Out-Patients  attend  every  morning  from  9-0  a.m.  for  general  Out- 

Patient  cases. 

The  Biiith  Control  Clinic  is  held  the  first  Monday  of  every  month  at 

2-0  p.m. 


THE  FOLLOWING  TABLE  SHOWS  THE  CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE 
ACCOMMODATION  FOR  MEDICAL,  SURGICAL  AND  MATERNITY 
CASES  AND  THE  NUMBER  OF  BEDS  OCCUPIED  ON  THE  31st 

DECEMBER,  1937. 


BEDS. 

Classification 
of  Wards. 

Number 

of 

Wards. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children 

Total. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Pro¬ 

vided. 

Occu¬ 

pied. 

Medical  _ _ 

8 

86 

69 

84 

50 

33 

44 

203 

163 

Surgical . 

2  and  2 
ba’cony 

25 

20 

21 

10 

15 

14 

61 

44 

Chronic  Sick  .... 

1 

... 

... 

40 

40 

... 

40 

40 

Tuberculosis . 

4  and  3 
balcony 

53 

30 

46 

18 

10 

11 

109 

59 

Isolation . 

4 

... 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

34 

26 

35 

26 

t Maternity  . . 

3 

... 

... 

16 

13 

... 

... 

16 

13 

TOTAL  . 

27 

164 

119 

207 

131 

92 

95 

463 

345 

t Note. —The  Maternity  Block  comprises  15  beds,  but  15  have  been 
set  aside  in  the  medical  block  for  abnormal  cases,  i.e.,  sepsis 
and  complications  of  pregnancy  admitted  from  outside 
practitioners  as  urgencies. 


The  following  table  shows  the  ADMISSIONS  into  Hospital  during 
the  year : — 

1936.  1937. 

Males  .  1,231  ...  1,296 

Females  ..  ..._  .  2,177  ...  2,389 

Children  to  16  years...  ...  ...  2,140  ...  2,266 


- - - *  - 

Totals  ...  5,548  ...  5,951 


the  year  : — 

(Including  Deaths). 

1936.  1937. 

Males  .  1,277  ...  1,258 

Females  .  2,140  ...  2,401 

Children  to  16  years...  .  2,141  ...  2,275 


Totals  ...  5,558  ...  5,934 


NUMBER  OF  PATIENTS,  1937. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  treated  during 


In-Patients  (admitted)  . 

19:36. 

5,548 

1937. 

5,951 

Out-Patients 

2,778 

3,824 

Totals 

8,326 

9,775 

IN-PATIENTS. 

Average  daily  number 

377 

380 

Duration  of  Stay  of  Patients. 

4  weeks  or  less  ... 

4,432 

4,843 

Exceeding  4  weeks  but  under 
•••  •••  •  *  * 

896 

872 

Exceeding  13  weeks 

230 

219 

Totals 

5,558 

5,934 

Average  Stay  of  Patients  in  days... 

25-5 

25*0 

Average  Number  of  Beds  Occupied 
Daily 

377 

380 

OUT-PATIENTS. 

Total  number  of  patients  seen  in 
O.P.  Dept. 

2,778 

3,824 

Number  of  persons  subsequently 
admitted  for  in-patient  treat¬ 
ment  ...  ...  ...  ... 

104 

253 

Number  of  these  persons  who  had 
received  in-patient  treatment 
in  hospital 

261 

342 

Total  number  of  attendances  in  the 
O.P.  Dept. 

22,521 

...  32,928 

ANTE-NATAL  OLINIO. 

Number  of  women  seen  in  this 
department  . 

867 

854 

Number  of  attendances  entailed... 

4,652 

5,652 

MATERNITY  DEPARTMENT,  1937. 

Number  of  Maternity  Beds  in  the  Institution : — 

MATERNITY  BLOCK...  15 

MEDICAL  BLOCK  ...  15  i.e.  set  aside  for  abnormal  cases — 

—  sepsis  and  complications  of 

30  pregnancy  admitted  from  out- 

—  side  practitioners  as  urgencies. 

1936.  1937. 

Number  of  Maternity  cases  admitted  during  the  year  ...  690  745 

Average  duration  of  stay  was  approximately  ...  ..12 days  14 days 

Number  of  cases  delivered  by  : —  1936.  1937. 

(a)  Midwives  ...  646  701 

(b)  Doctors  ...  52  44 

—  -  698  745 

(Under  the  heading  “b”  24  cases  were  Caesarians  in  1936, 
and  26  in  1937.  The  remaining  28  and  18  respectively 
were  abnormal— instrumental  deliveries.) 

Number  of  cases  notified  as: —  1936.  1937. 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  ...  1  4 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  2  0 

—  —  3  4 

Number  of  Infants  not  entirely  breastfed  whilst  in 

hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28  26 

Number  of  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  —  — 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  14 

ANALYSIS  OF  X-RAY  WORK  DURING  1937. 

Area  Radiographed  or  Screened.  Number  of  X-Rays. 


Chest 

1936. 

979 

• « • 

1937. 

1243 

Ribs 

117 

•  •  • 

12 

Limbs 

•  •  • 

776 

•  •  • 

1032 

Skull 

•  •  • 

219 

•  •  • 

197 

Abdomen  ... 

•  •  • 

209 

•  •  • 

201 

Spine  . 

•  •  • 

348 

•  •  • 

322 

Pelvis 

•  •  • 

111 

•  •  • 

12 

Pregnancy 

•  •  • 

288 

•  •  • 

405 

Barium  Meal 

•  •  • 

263 

•  •  • 

301 

Barium  Enema  . . . 

•  •  • 

48 

54 

Hip  Joints 

•  •  • 

227 

•  •  • 

224 

Shoulder  Joints  ... 

•  •  • 

177 

•  * « 

216 

Kidney 

•  •  • 

175 

•  •  * 

217 

Jaw 

•  •  • 

74 

•  •  • 

73 

Lipiodol  Injection 

•  •  • 

74 

•  •  • 

92 

Uroselecton  B. 

•  •  • 

109 

•  •  • 

254 

Cholecy  s  togr  ani3 

23 

•  •  • 

108 

Pyelograms 

•  .  • 

2 

•  * « 

10 

V  entriculograms 

•  •  • 

46 

•  •  • 

29 

Hippuran 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

— 

Hepato-Lienc  graphy 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

— — 

Totals 

•  •  • 

4271 

•  •  • 

5002 

Total  for  1937 

«  •  •  •  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

5002 

Total  for  1936 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4271 

Increase  for  Year 

•  •  • 

731 

74 

ANALYSIS  OF  ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC  AND  MASSAGE  WORK 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1937. 
DEPT. 


ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC 

Ultra-Violet  Ray  ... 

High  Frequency  ... 
Kromayer  ... 

Totals 

MASSAGE  DEPARTMENT . 


Patients.  Attendances. 


1936. 

1937. 

1936. 

1937. 

50 

36 

786 

521 

17 

9 

532 

380 

28 

28 

...  1227 

942 

95 

73 

...  2545 

1843 

To  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  133  cases  on  the  Register 
entailing  the  undermentioned  treatments  : — 


|  Attend¬ 
ances  at 

Massage 

Remedial 

Electric 

Radient 

Department, 

Depart- 

Treatment  Exercises. 

Treatment 

Heat, 

ment. 

From  Wards  . 

1289 

1134 

96 

67 

103 

From  Out-Patients 

1986 

1467 

347 

262 

11 

Totals . 

3275 

2601 

443 

329 

114 

3487 

DENTAL  CASES  DURING  1937. 


4,76  patients  required  Dental  treatment,  an  increase  of  111  over 
the  previous  year  : — 


1936. 

1937. 

Extractions 

under  General  Anaesthetic... 

234 

377 

Extractions 

under  Local  Anaesthetic 

101 

70 

Extractions 

without  Anaesthetic. . . 

5 

...  6 

Surgical  Consultations 

25 

23 

365 

476 

Extractions  entailed — 7,349. 
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PATHOLOGICAL  INVESTIGATIONS,  1937. 


1936. 

Examination  of  Sputum  for  T.B.  ...  ...  531 

Throat  Swabs — P  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  145 

Blood  for  W.R.  A?  G.C.F.  Tost . .  192 

Complete  Blood  Counts  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Partial  Blood  Counts  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Blood  for  Grouping — Transfusion  ...  ...  13 

Faeces — Y  Organisms  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Faeces  for  Occult  Blood  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Catheter  Specimen  U rirm — ?  Organisms...  ...  50 

Urine — P  Organisms  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Throat  Swabs — ?  Organisms  ...  ...  ...  10 

,  Blood  for  Urea,  Frag.  Test  &  W.R.  ...  ...  — 

Cervical  Smear — ?  Organisms  ...  ...  ...  22 

C'erebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  complete  exam.  ...  49 

Pleural  Fluid  for  complete  exam.  ...  ...  27 

Blood  Urea  Test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Widals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Pus  for  Organisms  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Single  Fasting  Blood,  Sugar  Curves  ...  ...  37 

Blood  Cultures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sections  for  Histological  exam.  ...  ...  ...  22 

Animal  Inoculations  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Preparation  of  Special  Vaccine...  ...  ...  4 

Stomach  Lavage  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Scrapings — ?  Dermatitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Blood  for  Van  Den  Bergh  Reaction  ...  ...  4 

Fractional  Test  Meals  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Specimens  for  Mounting  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Miscellaneous  Tests...  ...  ...  ...  8 


1937. 

812 

153 

207 

66 

6 

38 

13 

15 

87 

70 

3 

8 

25 

44 

13 

43 
8 

44 
41 
11 
50 

6 


3 
8 
6 

4 


Totals 


1,418  ...  1,784 


These  Tests  were  carried  out  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland — 
Pathological  Department,  under  Dr.  H.  A.  Cookson,  M.B., 

F.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.II. 


ANALYSIS  OF  ADMISSIONS  TO  HOSPITAL  BY  AMBULANCE, 
AND  OTHER.  CASES  DURING  1937. 


On  Relieving  Officer’s  Order  to  Hospital 
On  Relieving  Officer’s  Order  to  Highfield 
Institution 

On  County  Relieving  Officer’s  Order  to  Hospital 
On  County  Relieving  Officer’s  Order  to  Highfield 
Institution 

On  Medical  Practitioners’  Recommendation  ... 
Home — Local 
Home — County 

Cases  Transported  for  Miscellaneous  Treatments 
Night  Cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital 

Cases  admitted  to  Mowbray  Maternity  Home... 
Other  Miscellaneous  Calls 


Totals 


1936. 

1937. 

410 

319 

77 

115 

70 

63 

4 

18 

1,631 

...  1,763 

458 

'405 

17 

7 

57 

187 

139 

132 

50 

66 

311 

202 

3,224 

...  3,277 

SUMMARY  GIVING  SUNDRY  STATISTICS  FOR  1937  WITH 


COMPARISONS  FOR  1936. 

1936. 

OPERATIONS  . .  .  1,385 

(Ablominal  Sections)  ...  197 


OUT-PATIENTS. 

Number  of  Patients  ...  ...  2,778 

entailing 

Attendances  ...  ...  ...  22,521 


ARTIFICIAL  PNEUMO  THORAX. 

Patients  Induced  ...  ...  ...  9 

entailing 

Refills  ...  ...  ...  ..  71 


SANOORYSIN  TREATMENT. 

Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 


ELECTRO-THERAPEUTIC. 

Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Attendances  ...  ...  ...  2,545 


MASSAGE  DEPARTMENT. 

Attendances  at  Dept.  ...  ...  3,287 
Total  Treatments  ...  ...  ...  4,784 


X-RAY  DEPARTMENT. 
X-Rays 


MATERNITY. 
Ante-natal  Clinic. 
New  Patients 
Attendances 

Deliveries : — 
Normal 
Instrumental 
Caesarian  Section 


4,271 


867 

4,652 


646 

28 

24 


1937. 

1,392 

191 


...  3,824 

...  32,928 


9 


30 


5 

37 


73 

1,843 


3,275 

3,487 


5,002 


854 

5,652 


701 

18 

26 


77 

Table  Showing  Causes  and  Ages  of  Patients  at 
Time  of  Death  for  Year,  1937. 


Ages, 

T3  CD 

Adults. 

Causes  of  Death. 

0-1 

1-5 

5- 

16 

16- 

45 

45- 

65 

65  & 
up. 

— h  r— I 
•  f-H 

-Q  o 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

Bronchitis . 

4 

... 

1 

2 

4 

6 

5 

8 

T4 

17 

Ohr.  Bronchitis  and 
Heart  Failure . 

2 

16 

29 

29 

*18 

47 

Pneumonia . 

14 

16 

4 

13 

18 

4 

34 

28 

17 

69 

Influenza  and 

Influ.  Pneumonia... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

2 

1 

6 

3 

10 

Tuberculosis : — 

Pulmonary . 

.  .  . 

1 

9 

58 

8 

2 

10 

40 

28 

78 

Non-Pulmonary . 

•  •  < 

4 

4 

10 

2 

•  •  • 

8 

10 

2 

20 

Acute  and  Chronic 

Nephritis . 

•  •  • 

.  .  « 

1 

7 

9 

10 

1 

14 

12 

27 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

.  •  • 

.  .  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

13 

11 

10 

21 

Heart  Disease . 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

13 

47 

38 

26 

64 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

»  *  • 

2 

.  •  . 

.  .  • 

»  •  • 

.  ,  • 

2 

2 

Other  Accidents  and 

Diseases  of  Preg.... 

•  *  • 

,  •  • 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

10 

10 

Gastro-Enteritis . 

44 

11 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

55 

»  •  * 

55 

Congenital  Debility 

and  Prem.  Birth... 

49 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

49 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

49 

Congenital  Specific 

Disease . 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  ,  , 

,  , 

4 

•  •  « 

•  •  ♦ 

...  4 

Diabetes  Mellitus . 

»  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Arterio  Sclerosis . 

»  •  • 

•  «  * 

•  »  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

1 

1 

Toxeemia  due  to  : — 

Strang.  F.  Hernia.. 

.  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

t  • 

1 

Rheumatoid  Arth... 

•  «  • 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Erysipelas . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

1 

.  •  . 

»  .  • 

1 

Malignant  Disease . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

14 

51 

33 

•  •  • 

58 

40 

98 

Carbuncle  Buttock . 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

•  .  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Septic  Meningitis! . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

*  •  • 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

Streptococcal 

Meningitis . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

1 

Meningococcal  do . 

»  •  • 

1 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

,  , 

2 

Intra-Oranial  Tumour.. 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Status  Epilepticus . 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Cerebral  Thrombosis _ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

16 

12 

7 

19 

Post  Encoph :  Letharg.. 

,  ,  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Empyema  Thoracis . 

1 

1 

3 

1 

... 

2 

4 

... 

6 

Hsematemesis . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

...  ‘ 

3 

Acute  Cholecystitis . 

,  ,  , 

... 

•  •  « 

2 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Paget’s  Disease . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Obstructive  Jaundice... 

•  «  • 

1 

1 

1 

Thyrotoxicosis . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

•  •  « 

.  •  • 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Gangrene . 

•  •  • 

.  .  , 

,  ,  , 

•  »  ♦ 

5 

1 

4 

5 

Chr.  Rheum.  Arthritis. 

1 

1 

1 

Intestinal  Obstruction. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Pulmonary  Embolism... 

1 

1 

1 

Diphtheria . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Peritonitis  (Appendix 

Abscess) . 

,  # 

•  •  • 

•  •  « 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

*  •  . 

1 

Pernicious  Anaemia . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

S  condary  Anaemia . 

i 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Accidental  Death . 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

6 

16 

1 

9 

15 

25 

Suicide . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Totals . 

117 

37 

23 

141 

159 

191 

177 

283 

208 

668 

78 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  year  under  review  hag  been  most  noticeable  for  the  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  Measles,  this  being  not 
entirely  unsuspected  when  one  realises  the  periodicity  of  this 
disease  and  the  few  cases  which  occurred  during  the  previous 
year.  The  following  table  indicates  in  a  very  clear  manner  the 
difference  between  the  number  of  notified  diseases  in  1937  and 
the  deaths  from  these  diseases  compared  with  those  in  the 
previous  year : — 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Disease. 

1937, 

1936. 

Inct  ease 
or 

Decrease 

1937. 

:| 

1936. 

Increase 

or 

Decrease. 

Diphtheria . 

236 

397 

-  11! 

21 

30 

-  9 

Scarlet  Fever...  . 

545 

500 

+  45 

6 

4 

+  2 

Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

198 

64 

+  131 

) 

\  201 

146 

+  55 

Pneumonia  . 

741 

630 

+  111 

I 

Measles  . 

3192 

178 

+  30 1 4 

20 

2 

+  18 

Cerebo-Spinal  Fever... 

11 

8 

+  3 

7 

5 

+  2 

Bnteric  Fever  . 

7 

6 

+  1 

0 

3 

-  1 

The  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  admitted  1,026 
patients  during  the  year,  and  the  table  overleaf  shows  the  total 
admiss’ons  during  the  past  10  years.  It  will  be  observed  that 
although  the  the  number  of  of  admissions  last  year  was  slightly 
above  those  for  the  previous  two  years,  when  compared  with  the 
average  for  the  last  10  years,  there  has  been  very  little  change. 


The  following  are  the  total  figures  of  cases  treated  in  the 
Hospital  during  the  last  ten  years — 


1923 

1929 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 


1935 

1936 

1937 


1,010 

1,054 

1.143 
1,397 
1,460 
1,289 

1.144 
806 
827 

1,026 


Plans  have  been  finally  approved  and  it  is  hoped  that  build¬ 
ing  will  shortly  commence  for  the  20-bedded  Isolation  Block  on 
the  cubicle  system  which  has  been  contemplated  for  many  years. 
It  is  anticipated  that  with  the  addition  of  this  the  Borough  will 
be  adequately  supplied  with  the  requisite  number  of  beds  for 
fever  cases. 

Co-operation  with  School  Medical  Services. — Co-operation 
with  the  School  Medical  Services  has  continued  throughout 
the  year.  A  daily  list  of  infectious  diseases  has  been  sent  to 
the  School  Medical  Officer  and  circulars  to  the  head  teacher 
of  the  school  concerned.  Intimation  of  contacts  of  school  age 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  has  also  been  forwarded.  Intima¬ 
tions  regarding  chickenpox,  scabies,  measles,  mumps  and 
whooping  cough  have  been  received  from  teachers  and  school 
nurses.  482  throat  swabs  were  taken  at  various  schools  and 
17  cases  of  diphtheria  or  carriers  were  detected  compared  with 
804  throat  swabs  in  1936  when  36  cases  of  diphtheria  or  carriers 
were  detected. 

Public  Health  (Treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1934. — - -These  Regulations  enforce  upon  the  Borough  the 
responsibility  of  providing  accommodation  and  treatment  of  any 
person  temporarily  residing  within  the  Borough  who  contracts  an 
infectious  disease. 


So 


Many  cases  from  the  outlying  districts  are  admitted  to  the 
local  general  hospitals  and  on  admittance  are  found  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing  from  an  infectious  disease.  In  all  such  cases  where  it  was 
considered  that  the  persons  had  contracted  the  disease  outside 
the  Borough,  the  local  authority  from  whose  area  the  case  had 
been  admitted  were  asked  for  maintenance  charges. 


Smallpox, — No  cases  of  smallpox  have  been  notified  in  the 
last  eight  years,  the  last  case  occurring  in  July,  1929. 


Table  showing  the  STATE  OF  VACCINATION  for  the  Year  ending 
December,  1936,  and  preceding  years. 


Year. 

Births 

Regis¬ 

tered. 

Total 

Vaccinated. 

Postponed 

by 

Medical 

Authority 

Died 

previous 

to 

Vaccin¬ 

ation. 

Removal 
to  places 
unknown 
or  other 
Districts, 

Certificates 
of  (Con¬ 
scientious 
Objection) 
Exemption. 

Succ. 

Insus¬ 

ceptible. 

1926 

5109 

4056 

29 

79 

378 

77 

490 

1927 

4692 

3721 

22 

74 

322 

56 

458 

1928 

4955 

3784 

35 

63 

342 

65 

666 

1929 

4620 

3375 

86 

75 

296 

106 

682 

1930 

4321 

3155 

40 

153 

267 

133 

573 

1931 

4166 

2914 

44 

157 

255 

166 

635 

1932 

4084 

3070 

14 

62 

180 

50 

661 

1933 

3802 

3105 

8 

/ 

114 

15 

531 

1934 

3853 

3137 

17 

10 

194 

26 

458 

1935 

3832 

3049 

15 

13 

203 

14 

511 

1936 

3737 

3007 

10 

2 

179 

31 

508 

Measles. — During  the  year  under  review  there  were  3,192 
cases  of  measles  notified,  compared  with  178  notified  in  1936. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  certified  in  1937  as  due  to  the 
disease  was  20,  giving  a  death-rate  of  o-ii  as  compared  with 
2  deaths  and  a  death-rate  of  o-oi  for  the  previous  year. 


8 1 


86  cases  of  measles  were  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital,  compared  with  15  in  the  previous  year;  these  having 
been  cases  of  broncho-pneumonia  complicating  the  infection 
and  occurring  in  homes  unsuitable  for  the  nursing  or  isolation 
of  patients. 


M KASLES 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Death-Rate 

Sunderland. 

Death  -  Rate 
England  and 
Wales. 

1928 

21 

0*12 

0-11 

1929 

151 

0-82 

O'- 08 

1980 

13 

0*07 

0-10 

1931 

108 

0-57 

0-07 

1932 

6 

0*03 

0-08 

1933 

23 

0*11 

0-05 

1934 

29 

0i6 

0-09 

1935 

42 

0*23 

0-03 

1936 

2 

o-oi 

0-07 

1937 

20 

0”11 

0-02 

Ages  at  Death  from  Measles. 


1937 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

Total. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

4 

9 

6 

1 

— 

— 

20 

Whooping  Gough. — The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
registered  during  the  year  was  5  compared  with  1 1  in  the 
previous  year.  Five  cases  were  treated  at  the  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  compared  with  4  in  the  previous  year. 
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Whooping  Cough. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Death-Rate 

Sunderland. 

Death-Rate 
England  and 
Wales. 

1928 

28 

0*16 

0-07 

1929 

44 

0*24 

0  15 

1930 

17 

0*09 

0  05 

1931 

27 

0*14 

0*06 

1932 

32 

0*17 

0-07 

1933 

4 

0*02 

0  05 

1934 

12 

0*06 

0-05 

1935 

48 

0*26 

0-04 

1936 

11 

0*06 

005 

1937 

5 

0*02 

0  04 

Ages  at  Death  from  Whooping  Cough. 


1937 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

Total, 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

1 

2 

O 

-J 

— 

— 

5 

Scarlet  Fever — The  number  of  cases  notified  as  suffering 
from  scarlet  fever  in  the  Borough  in  1937  was  545,  compared 
with  500  for  the  previous  year.  The  case  rate  was  2-97  com¬ 
pared  with  2-71-  6  deaths  occurred  from  the  disease.  217 

cases  were  treated  at  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  Mild 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  can  be  adequately  treated  at  home,  and  it 
is  not  desirable  that  unnecessary  admissions  to  the  Hospital 
for  Infectious  Diseases  should  take  place,  the  beds  being  able 
to  be  put  to  a  better  use. 

Every  case  of  the  disease  notified  was  visited  by  a  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  order  that  the  home  conditions  of  the  patient  might 
be  taken  into  account  as  a  reason  for  institutional  admission. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Case 

Rate. 

Deaths 

Death-Rate 

Sunderland. 

Death-Rate 
England  and 
Wales, 

1928 

175 

0*98 

•00 

•01 

1929 

166 

0-90 

1 

•01 

•02 

1930 

244 

1-33 

• .  • 

•00 

02 

1931 

447 

2*38 

2 

•01 

•01 

1932 

957 

5*09 

12 

*06 

•01 

1933 

1518 

8-09 

26 

*14 

•02 

1934 

1212 

6-50 

18 

•10 

•02 

1935 

490 

265 

5 

*03 

•01 

1936 

500 

2*71 

4 

•02 

•01 

1937 

545 

2*97 

6 

•03 

•01 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — i  case  of  encephalitis  lethargica 
was  notified  compared  with  3  in  the  previous  year. 


At  the  school  at  the  Municipal  Hospital  the  re-education 
of  cases  of  chronic  encephalitis  lethargica  is  still  being  carried  out 
in  an  efficient  and  successful  manner. 


Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — No  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year.  There  were  two  cases  in  the  previous 
year. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. — 1 1  cases  of  cerebro  spinal 
meningitis  were  reported  during  the  year  compared  with  8  in 
the  previous  year. 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year 
was  286  as  compared  with  397  in  the  previous  year,  with  case 
rates  of  1.56  and  2-15  respectively.  There  were  21  deaths, 
equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  an  compared  with  a  16  for  1936. 
Of  the  total  cases  notified,  260  (or  90-9%)  were  removed  to 
hospital.  These  cases  of  diphtheria  were  distributed  almost 
equally  throughout  the  wards  of  the  Borough,  and  no  special 
incidence  of  the  disease  occurred  in  any  one  particular  area  or 
school. 
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These  cases  of  diphtheria  are  notified  from  the  examination 
of  throat  swabs  and  many  of  them  show  avirulent  infections, 
some  show  the  patient  to  be  suffering-  from  Vincent’s  Angina 
and  other  streptococcal  throat  conditions.  I  think,  therefore, 
it  can  be  taken  for  certain  that  this  gross  number  of  notified 
cases  of  diphtheria  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  actual  number  of 
cases  of  true  diphtheria  in  the  Borough. 


On  the  occasion  of  a  case  of  diphtheria  in  a  school  the  whole 
of  the  class  is  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  those  who 
show  suspicious  throats  have  a  swab  taken  for  examination. 
Tests  have  been  made  during  the  year  as  to  whether  this  action, 
instead  of  wholesale  swabbing  of  the  class,  is  justified  and  it 
has  been  shown  that  if  a  positive  swab  is  returned,  it  is  from 
one  of  the  cases  which  have  been  picked  out  for  swabbing  owing 
to  the  appearance  of  the  throat. 


The  table  appended  below  gives  the  financial  result  from 
this  alteration  of  policy. 


Year. 

Total 

Swabs  Taken 

Found 

Positive 

Total 

Virulence 

Tests 

Found 

Virulent 

Total 

Coit 

1934 

868 

46 

22 

7 

£  s.  d. 
138  9  6 

1935 

1729 

77 

38 

6 

284  12  10 

1936 

804 

36 

6 

4 

124  19  0 

1937 

482 

17 

1 

1 

73  7  0 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. — No  scheme  for  immunisa¬ 
tion  has  yet  been  sanctioned  by  the  Council  although  a  number 
of  young  children  have  been  immunised  by  private  practitioners. 
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t)lPHTHBRlA. 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Case-Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-Rate 

Sunderland. 

Death-Rate 
England  and 
Wales. 

1928 

184 

0-99 

3 

0*02 

0*08 

1929 

145 

078 

9 

0*05 

008 

1930 

272 

1-48 

13 

0*07 

0-09 

1931 

168 

0-89 

11 

0*06 

0-07 

1932 

114 

0-61 

5 

0*03 

0  06 

1933 

73 

0-39 

3 

0-02 

0-06 

1934 

153 

0-82 

12 

0*06 

o-io 

1935 

340 

T84 

32 

0*17 

0'08 

1936 

397 

215 

30 

0-16 

0*07 

1937 

286 

1-56 

21 

o-u 

0*07 

Typhus  Fever. — No  cases  of  typhus  fever  occurred  during 
the  year  under  review. 


Enteric  Fever. — There  were  7  cases  of  this  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  giving  a  case-rate  of  0-03  ;  there  were  6  cases 
in  the  previous  year.  All  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases.  There  were  2  deaths,  giving  a  death-rate 
of  o-o  1  compared  with  3  deaths  and  a  death-rate  of  0-02  in  the 
previous  year.  There  appeared  to  be,  on  investigation,  no 
contact  between  one  case  and  another. 


Attention  has  been  focussed  in  the  daily  press  of  this 
country  upon  the  outbreak  of  enteric  fever  due  to  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  unfit  foodstuffs,  either  in  the  form  of  milk  or  shellfish, 
or  water.  I  have  repeatedly  warned  the  public  in  Sunderland 
of  the  danger  of  consuming  shellfish  gathered  from  the  rocks 
and  piers  on  the  foreshore.  The  practice  is  still  carried  out. 
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The  danger  of  infected  milk  supply  by  carriers  of  the  disease 
coming  in  contact  during  some  process  of  milking  is  a  difficult 
matter  and  can  only  be  safeguarded  by  care  in  examination  of 
personnel  and  methods  in  the  dairy  or  by  rendering  the  milk 
safe  by  some  form  of  heat.  The  prevention  of  the  disease 
spreading  through  an  infected  water  supply  is  controlled  by  the 
type  of  personnel  engaged  in  wells  and  mams  of  a  water  supply. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Year. 

Cases 

Notified. 

Case 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death-Rate 

Sunderland. 

Death-Rate 
England  and 
Wales. 

1928 

14 

008 

5 

0*03 

o-oi 

1929 

10 

0-05 

3 

0-02 

001 

1930 

20 

o-io 

8 

0*04 

0  01 

1931 

22 

0-12 

3 

0*02 

o-oi 

1932 

10 

0-05 

3 

0*02 

o-oi 

1933 

7 

0-04 

1 

0*01 

o-oi 

1934 

6 

0-03 

3 

0*02 

0-00 

1935 

29 

016 

5 

0-03 

0-00 

1936 

6 

0-03 

3 

0*02 

001 

1937 

7 

0-03 

- 

2 

■ 

o-oi 

0-00 

Casks  of  Enteric  Fever  month  by  month. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

\ 

y 

Oct. 

Nov, 

Dec. 

1 

— 

'  — 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8; 


Malaria. — Seven  cases  of  malaria  were  notified  during  1937. 
Six  of  these  cases  were  persons  who  had  previously  suffered 
from  malaria  while  living  abroad,  and  the  other  was  a  man  aged 
26  years  who  had  not  been  out  of  the  country  and  it  is  difficult 
to  know  how  he  contracted  the  disease. 


Dysentery. — Two  cases  of  dysentery  occurred  during  the 
year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 26  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified  during  the  year  compared  with  21  in  the  previous  year. 


Day  op  Onset  from  Birth. 


1937 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5  th 

6th 

7  th 

8th 

9th 

10th 

11th 

12th 

13th 

14  th 

Over 

14th 

No.  of 
Cases. 

4 

2 

— 

4 

1 

— 

4 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — The  deaths  of  children  under  two 
years  of  age  from  these  diseases  numbered  68  compared  with 
62  in  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate  per  thousand  births  of 
children  under  two  years  of  age  dying  from  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  during  the  year  was  18. 8. 


Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 


Under  1  month 

=  2 

6 

to  9  months  = 

14 

1  to  3  months 

=  17 

9 

to  12  months  = 

4 

3  to  6  months 

=  15 

1 

to  2  years  = 

18 
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Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis. 


Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  Births. 

Year. 

under 
Two  Years. 

Sunderland. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1928 

61 

14*5 

7.2 

1929 

87 

21*2 

8-1 

1930 

32 

7*5 

6  0 

1931 

52 

12-7 

6*0 

1932 

50 

12.7 

5*9 

1933 

72 

19*4 

7*1 

1934 

44 

11*7 

55 

1935 

55 

14*9 

57 

1936 

62 

17*2 

5*9 

1937 

68 

18*8 

6*8 

The  mean  maximum  temperatures  recorded  in  July  and 
August  were  65-40°  and  65-80°  and  the  average  temperatures  of 
the  4  foot  earth  thermometer,  which  is  a  better  guide  to  the  con¬ 
nection  between  temperature  and  infantile  diarrhoea,  recorded  in 
July,  August  and  September  were  55-6°,  57-8°  and  56  8°,  com¬ 
pared  with  55-7°,  57-0°  and  57-9°  of  the  previous  year.  It 
cannot  be  too  unduly  stressed  that  milk  and  other  foods  should 
be  protected  from  unnecessary  contamination.  This  protection 
is  most  needed  from  flies,  the  infection  from  which  housewives 
can  help  to  prevent  by  burning  organic  material  instead  of 
depositing  it  into  the  ashbin.  The  keeping  of  horses  and  pigs 
near  dwelling-houses  increases  this  danger  of  infectivity.  In 
addition  there  is  the  danger  from  animals  in  pining  sheds  of 
private  slaughter-houses  which  are  in  all  instances  in  close 
proximity  to  dwelling-houses. 
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Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  and  Meteorological  Conditions 

in  each  Month  of  the  Year. 


1937. 

Jan, 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nor. 

Dec. 

Total 
or  A  v. 

Deaths  (under  i  years) 

5 

1 

2 

6 

7 

7 

4 

5 

9 

8 

7 

7 

68 

Barom  (inches) 

29-700 

29-498 

29-617 

29-798 

30-026 

30-029 

29-951 

30-088 

30-552 

30-009 

30-079 

29-984 

29-940 

Dry  Bulb 

41-2 

40-0 

38-4 

46-4 

52-9 

68-0 

61-3 

62-1 

57-5 

52-0 

44-2 

38-6 

494 

Wet  Bulb 

39-2 

37-7 

36-4 

44-0 

48-9 

53-0 

56-3 

57-7 

52-9 

49-2 

41-8 

36-9 

46-2 

Humidity 

83-7 

81  -6 

83-2 

83-8 

763 

71-2 

72-4 

75-6 

73-5 

8U8 

82*3 

85-8 

793 

Mn.  of  highest  reading 

45’6 

449 

41-5 

50-0 

57-2 

62-8 

65-4 

65-8 

62-2 

55-6 

477 

42-5 

53'4 

,,  lowest  ,,  .. 

37-3 

36-1 

33-5 

41-1 

45-9 

511 

55-0 

54-7 

49-5 

46-7 

39*3 

34-7 

43-7 

,,  daily  range  . . 

8-2 

8-S 

8-0 

8-9 

11-3 

11-7 

10-4 

11-1 

12-7 

8-9 

8-4 

7-8 

97 

4  ft.  Earth  Thermo.  .. 

43-6 

42-0 

40-5 

42-8 

47-3 

52-2 

55-6 

57-8 

56-8 

54-0 

50-0 

44  2 

48-9 

Total  rainfall  (inches) 

2-39 

2-92 

3-22 

2-26 

2-75 

1-82 

2-76 

1-78 

1-89 

1-87 

1-93 

5-48 

31-07 

Influenza — During  193;  there  were  107  deaths  from 
influenza  compared  with  31  in  the  previous  year.  The  death- 
rate  was  0-58  compared  with  0-17  for  the  previous  year. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Death-Rate 

Sunderland. 

Death-Rate 
England  and 
Wales. 

1928 

31 

0*17 

0*16 

1929 

179 

0*97 

074 

1930 

34 

0*19 

012 

1931 

78 

0*41 

0  36 

1932 

84 

0*44 

032 

1933 

89 

0*47 

0-57 

1934 

30 

0*16 

014 

1935 

62 

0*33 

0  18 

1936 

31 

0*17 

014 

1937 

107 

0*58 

045 
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Food  Poisoning. — The  Sunderland  Corporation  Act,  1935, 
Section  164,  made  food  poisoning  a  notifiable  disease. 


Five  cases  were  reported,  but  upon  investigation  were  not 
considered  to  have  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  their  inclusion 
under  such  infection  and  the  doctors  concerned  agreed  to  the 
withdrawal  of  their  notification. 


HOSPITAL  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  above-named  Institu¬ 
tion,  excluding  tuberculosis  cases,  is  as  follows : — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  ...  ...  217 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  334 

Influenza  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia  ...  56 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .  ...  21 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  9 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  5 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  2 

Measles  (German  Measles)  ...  ...  86 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  13 

Meningitis .  10 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Puerperal  Pyrexia .  6 

Erysipelas  .  IS 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Chickenpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Gastro-Enteritis  ...  ...  1 

Observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Others  .  31 


876 


Total 
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Dr.  Thorp  reports  as  follows : — 


“  1,026  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year,  classified 
as  follows : — 


Diphtheria  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 
Tuberculosis 
Measles  ...  .... 

Meningitic  ... 

Heat  Stroke  ...  .  . . 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

Observation 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Streptococcal  Throats 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Vincent’s  Angina  ... 

Enteric  Fever 
Pneumonia  ... 

Erysipelas 

Chickenpox 

Empyema 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

Tonsillitis 
Puerperal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

Unclassified  (too  few  cases  to  make  a 
heading) 

Mixed  Infection 


300 

217 

154 

92 

5 

8 

10 

12 

60 

5 

7 

11 

12 

14 

19 

8 
2 
3 

21 

16 

6 
6 

33 

5 


1,026 


Deaths  occurred  as  follows : — 

Diphtheria  ... 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Chickenpox  ... 

Tuberculosis 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Measles 

Vincent’s  Angina  ... 
Sunstroke 
Erysipelas 
Broncho-Pneum  onia 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Streptococcal  Tonsillitis  ... 
Others 


22 

12 

1 

9 

1 

4 

11 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

7 

6 
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15  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  twenty-four  hours  after 
admission  and  were  obviously  moribund  when  admitted, 
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The  Bed  Isolation  Ward  admitted  365  patients,  also  102  out¬ 
patients.  No  cases  of  cross  infection  occurred  during  the  year. 
The  new  cubicle  block  which  has  been  passed  will  lighten  the 
work  of  this  ward  considerably.  The  cases  admitted  were  finally 
diagnosed  as  follows:— 


Accidents 
Heat  Stroke 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fevers 
Meningitis  ... 

Erysipelas 
Empyema 
Scarlet  Fever 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
General  Diseases 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Vincent’s  Angina  ... 
Whooping  Cough  ... 
Nursing  Mothers  ... 
Broncho-Pneumonia 
Chickenpox 
Observation  Cases  ... 
Influenzal  Conditions 
Tonsillitis 
Tuberculosis 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Mixed  Infection 
Puerperal  Fever 


2 

7 

44 

14 

12 

18 

2 

20 

2 

33 

54 

6 

2 

5 

2 

16 

8 
12 
60 

5 

6 

12 

7 

16 


365 


25  major  operations  were  performed  by  the  surgeon,  and 
the  dentist  extracted  teeth  under  anaesthetic  in  2  cases. 

The  Anaesthetist  administered  15  general  anaesthetics  (11 
visits),  30  were  administered  by  the  nursing  staff.  67  minor 
operations  were  carried  out.  Eight  cases  required  tracheotomy 
during  the  year.  65  cistern  or  lumbar  punctures  were  required 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. — 334  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  for 
Infectious  Diseases  notified  as  suffering  from  diphtheria.  The 
correct  diagnoses  were  classified  as  simple  tonsillitis,  strepto¬ 
coccal  tonsillitis,  Vincent’s  Angina  and  probably  some  cases  of 
infective  mononucleosis,  and  many  of  these  cases  were  worse 
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than  diphtheria  would  have  been.  The  disease  in  hospital  ran 
quite  a  different  course  and  many  Schick  negative  persons, 
adults  and  nurses,  contracted  it.  These  cases  required  hospital 
treatment.  Combination  of  Vincents  Angina  and  diphtheria 
was  particularly  deadly.  In  Sunderland  we  agreed  to  admit 
any  throat  requiring  skilled  nursing  and  hospital  treatment. 

1 6  virulence  tests  were  taken,  with  5  positive  results,  their 
ages  were  4  over  17  years  and  12  under  17. 

Measles. — Such  cases  as  were  admitted  were  treated  with 
Immune  Globulin  and  seemed  to  derive  benefit  therefrom,  very 
ill  cases  improving  and  the  death-rate  being  lower  than  usual, 
probably  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  for  the  collection 
of  convalescent  serum. 


Puerperal  Sepsis. — The  main  characteristic  of  these  cases  was 
the  poor  physical  condition  of  most  of  the  patients.  Prontosil, 
or  some  similar  preparation,  was  chiefly  utilised  for  their  treat¬ 
ment. 

7  nurses  passed  their  examinations:— 

Final  Examination . 2  entries.  2  passes. 

Preliminary  Examination ...5  entries  and 

2  re-entries.  5  passes. 

All  nurses  received  the  necessary  tests  and  immunization 
where  required.” 


AMBULANCE  WORK  AND  DISINFECTION. 

Ambulances. — The  Council  possesses  five  motor  ambulances, 
which  are  used  for  the  following  purposes : — - 

The  new  Austin  Ambulance  is  reserved  for  the  removal  of 
infectious  cases  and  relieving  work  at  Municipal  Hospital  when 
necessary. 
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The  new  Morris  is  reserved  for  the  removal  of  cases  to  and 
from  the  Municipal  Hospital,  crippled  children,  Wolsingham 
and  Stanhope,  and  relieving  work  at  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases  when  necessary. 


The  old  Morris  (Bedding  Van)  is  reserved  for  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  laundry  between  the  Maternity  Home  and  the 
Children’s  Hospital  Laundry,  disinfecting  of  premises  and 
removing  and  returning  bedding.  This  van  was  taken  off  the 
road  in  June  and  was  replaced  with  a  new  “  Fordson  ”  van  m 
July. 


The  old  xAmstin  (Bedding  Van)  is  reserved  for  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  purposes. 


The  old  Morris  taken  over  from  the  P.A.C.  is  a  spare 
ambulance  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases. 


The  following  cases  were  removed  by  ambulance  to  the 
Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  and  Grindon  Hall  during 
1937  * — ■ 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  217 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  334 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  .  18 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  15 

Pneumonia  (including  Influenza)  ...  77 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  13 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Other  Diseases  and  Observation  Oases...  98 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  following  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  Ambulances : — 


T.P.  Patients  removed  from  Municipal  to  H.I.D.  ...  9 

T.B.  Patients  removed  from  Municipal  to  Grindon  ...  32 

Incubators  removed  to  Patients’  homes  and  back  to 

office  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Patients  removed  from  slum  property  to  new  house  ...  — 

Patients  removed  home  after  recovery  from  illness  ...  443 
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Laundry  clothes  taken  from  Maternity  Home  to  Children’s 
Hospital  and  returned  each  day  after  washing. 

Taking  Mental  boys  to  Camp  at  West  Medomsley  and  home 
again  after  a  week  at  Camp. 

Taking  Dried  Milk  to  various  Welfare  Centres  as  required. 


Disinfection. — The  following-  work  has  been  done  by  the 
Disinfecting  Attendant : — 


Number  of  rooms  disinfected 
Number  of  calls  for  bedding  only 
Calls  and  enquiries 

Disinfection  at  Schools — Class  rooms  ... 
T.B.  Houses  disinfected  ... 


1,936 

266 

953 

Nil. 
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The  work  carried  out  by  the  Disinfecting  Station  at  the 
Hospital  for  Infectious  iseases  is  given  in  the  following 
table : — 


Articles. 

Disin¬ 

fected. 

De¬ 

stroyed. 

Beds . 

871 

853 

2499 

14 

Mattresses . 

Blankets . 

7 

1  ] 

Pillows . 

2190 

18 

Quilts . 

688 

2 

Sheets . . . . . 

894 

19 

Bolsters . 

502 

5 

Sundries . 

1826 

89 

10323 

165 

Disinfector.. — Owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the  amount  of 
clothing  and  bedding  requiring  steam  disinfection  the  disinfect¬ 
ing  station  at  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  has  had  a 
modern  apparatus  installed. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

The  following  is  a  complete  summary  of  the  work  done  for 
the  Health  Department  (excluding  Port  Sanitary)  by  the 
Department  of  Pathology  and  Bacteriology  at  the  Sunderland 
Royal  Infirmary  under  the  supervision  of  the  Borough  Bacteri¬ 
ologist  : — 


Description  of  Examinations. 

Number  of 
Specimens. 

Throat  Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacillus . 

3016 

Throat  Swa.bs  for  Virulence  Tests . r . 

19 

Throat  Swabs  for  Vincent’s  Ana'ina . 

63 

Throat  Swabs  for  Hsemolycic  Strentococci . . 

75 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  . 

1860 

Milk  for  Guinea  Pig  Inoculation . 

53 

Milk  for  Methylene  Blue  . 

149 

Milk  for  Coliform  . 

31 

Agglutination  (Widal)  Test  for  Typhoid  Group . 

49 

Oerebro-Spinal  Fluid . 

47 

Water  from  Swimming  Bath . 

6 

Water  for  B.Ooli  . . 

8 

Blood  Cultures . . 

3 

Urine . 

10 

Blood  Films  . ; . ; . 

8 

Blood  Sugar  Curves . 

3 

Miscellaneous . 

39 

TOTAL . 

5439 

The  closest  co-operation  has  taken  place  between  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  the  Bacteriological  Department 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland.  Graded  milks  have  been 
tested  on  1 50  different  occasions  (Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and 
Coliform  tests).  The  number  of  swabs  examined  from  the 
throats  of  contacts  of  diphtheria  is  3,016  compared  with  4,674 
in  the  previous  year. 

Results  of  examinations  show  that  tubercle  bacilli  have 
been  present  in  6  instances  out  of  52  milks  examined. 

Work  done  at  the  Bacteriological  Department  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Sunderland,  in  connection  with  Venereal  Diseases 
Regulations : — 
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Nature  of  Test. 

Number  of 
Tests. 

‘  1  ‘ —  \  ' 

Microscopical  :> — 

For  detection  of  Spirochaetesi : — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . . . 

For  Practitioners . . . 

For  detection  of  Gonococci : — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . . 

440 

For  Practitioners . 

122 

For  other  Organisms  : — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . . . 

21 

For  Practitioners . 

59 

Serum  Tests : — 

For  Wassermann  Reaction  : — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . 

556 

For  Practitioners . 

45 

For  Gonococcal  Infection  : — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . . . 

82 

For  Practitioners . . . 

6 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  Tests  : — 

For  Wassermann  Reaction: — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . , . . . 

28 

Cultures : — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . 

4 

Other  Tests  — 

For  Treatment  Centre  . 

10 

TOTAL . 

1373 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Dr.  Rowstron  reports  as  follows : — 


Work  of  the  Treatment  Centre . — The  total  number  of  new  cases 
registered  at  the  Centre  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  from  Sunderland 
area  was  906,  277  of  which  were  non-V.D.  cases. 

The  total  attendances  numbered  26,028  compared  with 
25,000  in  the  previous  year. 

Total  number  of  new  V.D.  oases  dealt  with  ...  ...  629 

Total  number  of  cases  (new  and  old  and  non-V.D.)  ...  1,316 

Number  of  cases  discharged  cured  ....  ...  ...  209 

Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend  before  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 
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New  cases  of  Congenital  Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  36 

48  expectant  mothers  attended  the  Ante-Natal  Department 
during  the  year,  of  whom  27  required  treatment. 

Of  these  2  ceased  to  attend  before  completion  of  treatment. 
Number  of  sailors  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Four  medical  men  and  38  mid  wives  attended  the  Centre 
during  the  year  for  instruction  in  venereal  diseases. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  attendance  at  the 
Clinic  of  Nurses  from  the  Monkwearmouth  Hospital  for  instruc¬ 
tion  m  venereal  diseases. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  the  attendance  of  expectant  mothers 
is  very  much  better.  This  may  be  attributed  to  the  good  work 
of  the  Almoner. 

The  importance  of  early  treatment  is  being  realised  more 
and  more  by  the  public,  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of  early 
cases  of  infection  which  have  attended  the  Clinic. 

Cases  sent  by  Institutions  during  the  year  1937: — 


s. 

S.  &  G. 

G. 

N.V.D. 

Total. 

Welfare  Centres . 

7 

3 

43 

53 

Royal  Infirmary . 

31 

1 

8 

11 

51 

Children’s  Hospital . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

T 

Monkwearmouth  Hospital . 

3 

— 

! 

— 

4 

Eve  Infirmary . 

34 

— 

— 

0 

36 

Municipal  Hospital  . . 

3 

— 

1 

_ 

4 

vS’land  Education  Committee... 

1 

- - 

— 

1 

2 

Durham  Co.  Education  Committee 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Durham  Co.  Medical  Officer . 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Q 

.1 

Mental  Hospital,  Ryhope  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

TOTALS . 

83 

1 

13 

59 

156 

The  undermentioned  table 
clinic  is  open  : — 

For  MEN. 

Mondays,  6-15  p.m. 
Wednesdays,  6  p.m. 
Thursdays,  10  a.m. 

Fridays,  2-30  p.m. 

Saturdays,  10  a.m. 

Irrigation  Department 
open  all  day. 


shows  the  times  at  which  the 

For  WOMEN. 

Tuesdays,  10  a.m. 

Tuasdays,  2-30  p.m. 
Wednesdays,  2-30  p.m 

Fridays.  10-30  a.m. 

(Ante-Natal  cases  only.) 
Irrigations  daily  at  8-30  a.m. 
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Sunderland  Treatment  Centre. 

Sunderland 
Residents 
Treated  at 
under¬ 
mentioned 
Centres. 

Sunderland. 

Durham. 

Middlesbro’. 

South  Shields. 

Northumberland. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

i  Newcastle. 

South  Shields. 

Number  of  persons  from 
each  area  dealt  with 
during  tlie  year  at  or 
in  connection  with 
the  Out-Patient  Clinic 
for  the  first  time  and 
found  to  be  suffering 
from : — 

Syphilis . 

112 

8G 

2 

2 

1 

ns 

85 

203 

6 

Soft  Chancre . . 

6 

1 

... 

... 

7 

... 

7 

... 

... 

Gonorrhoea . 

201 

112 

... 

1 

... 

255 

59 

314 

2 

1 

Condition  other  than 
Venereal . 

182 

92 

•  •  » 

1 

1 

164 

112 

276 

.  .  , 

2 

TOTALS . 

501 

291 

2 

A 

X. 

2 

544 

216 

800 

8 

3 

Total  number  of  at¬ 
tendances  at  the  Out- 
Patient  Clinic  of  all 
Patients  residing  in 
each  area  . 

16048 

9689 

79 

165 

47 

18501 

7527 

26028 

42 

90 

Aggregate  number  of 
“In-Patient  days”  of 
all  Patients  residing 
in  each  area  . 

834 

189 

927 

396 

1323 

2 

Number  of  doses  of 
Arsenobenzol  Com¬ 
pounds  given  to 

Patients  residing  in 
each  area  in  the  Out- 
Patient  Clinic  and  the 
In-Patient  Dept . 

2019 

1241 

48 

27 

25 

3360 

14 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  have  been  32  more  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the  brief  table 
below  shows  an  increase  of  35  non-pulmonary  cases  and  a 
decrease  of  3  pulmonary  cases  notified,  which  gives  the  total 
increase  of  32  for  the  year.  As  regards  the  deaths  from  this 
disease,  22  more  were  notified  during  the  year  than  in  1936. 


NOTIFICATIONS. 

DEATHS 

1937 

1936 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

1937 

1936 

Increase  or 
Decrease 

Tuberculosis . 

329 

297 

+  32 

190 

168 

+  22 

Statistics. — During  the  year  193  cases  of  pulmonary  and 
136  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  making  a  total 
of  329  cases.  Of  these,  185  were  males  and  144  females. 
Compared  with  the  previous  year,  this  is  a  decrease  of  3  in 
the  number  of  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  an 
increase  of  35  in  the  number  of  non-pulmonary. 


The  total  number  of  names  on  the  register  on  December 
31st,  1937,  was  1,047,  as  compared  with  1,058  at  the  corres¬ 
ponding  date  of  the  previous  year. 


1 1  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered  from  the  death 
returns  not  to  have  been  notified,  compared  with  6  for  the 
previous  year. 

Letters  were  addressed  to  the  medical  practitioners  con¬ 
cerned  with  such  non-notification  and  in  all  cases  it  was  reported 
that  it  was  assumed,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  case,  that 
previous  notification  had  occurred. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  notifications  of 
tuberculosis  received  during  the  year  in  age-groups : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Ages. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  + 

Totals. 

Males . 

•  •  • 

4 

9 

29 

20 

17 

19 

14 

5 

117 

Females  ... 

... 

2 

8 

28 

12 

17 

3 

4 

2 

76 

Totals . 

... 

6 

17 

57 

32 

34 

22 

18 

7 

193 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Ages. 

0  1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-  % 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55-65 

65  + 

Totals. 

Males . 

Females  ... 

1 

6 

16 

36 

21 

14 

18 

5 

7 

3 

2 

0 

mmt 

4 

1 

... 

68 

68 

Totals . 

1 

22 

57 

32 

12 

3 

4 

5 

... 

136 

Of  the  total  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified  during 
the  year,  88- 1  per  cent,  were  persons  over  15  years  of  age, 
whereas  in  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  58-8  per  cent,  were  under 
1 5  years  of  age. 

The  total  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  all  types  during  the 
year  numbered  190,  of  which  112  were  males  and  78  females  ; 
last  year  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  168,  comprising  97 
males  and  71  females.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  accounted  for 
147  (or  77.4  per  cent.)  of  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  and 
non-pulmonary  43  (or  22-6  per  cent.).  The  death-rate  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  o-8o  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
and  from  non-pulmonary  0-23,  making  a  total  death-rate  of  1-03 
from  all  forms  of  the  disease. 
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Poole  Sanatorium. — Plans  have  been  passed,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  building  will  shortly  commence  for  the  conjoint 
Sanatorium  at  Nunthorpe,  in  which  Sunderland  has  reserved 
ioo  beds. 

The  total  accommodation  at  the  institutions  provided  by 
the  Corporation  for  treatment  of  tuberculosis  of  all  forms  on 
December  31st,  1937,  was: — 


Males.  Females.  Children.  Total. 


Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases..  18  —  —  18 

Grindon  Hall  .  —  20  30  50 

Municipal  Hospital  (Pulmonary)  40  32  8  Cots  80 

(Non-Pulmonary)  —  16  —  16 


In  addition  to  this  accommodation  4  persons  were  treated 
at  outside  Sanatoria. 

Report  of  the  Care  Committee. 

The  work  of  the  Care  Committee  and  its  sub-committees 
does  not  vary  much  from  year  to  year  unless  any  change  in 
“policy”  is  decided  upon  or  its  extension  of  scope  is  found 
necessary.  The  principal  Committee  meets  four  times  a  year, 
decides  policy,  hears  reports  of  sub-committees,  elects  delegates 
to  conferences  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Health  Committee 
undertakes  a  certain  amount  of  propaganda. 

The  Care  Sub-Committee  has  met  each  month  and  con¬ 
sidered  the  best  ways  and  means  of  helping  cases  or  families 
brought  to  their  notice.  In  the  interests  of  one  man  who  washed 
to  go  South  in  the  hope  of  a  milder  climate  restoring  his  health, 
endeavours  were  made  to  find  friends  or  relations  who  would  be 
willing  to  invite  the  man  for  a  visit ;  unfortunately  addresses 
given  produced  no  results.  The  man  eventually  entered  a  Sana¬ 
torium  in  the  County. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  Summary  of  Assistance  considerable 
attention  has  been  given  to  the  question  of  sleeping  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  in  all  cases  where  Health  Visitors  have  found  patients 
sharing  beds  with  non-infected  persons  an  extra  bed  has  been 
provided. 


The  rebate  on  rents  of  council  houses  to  families  where 
there  is  a  tuberculosis  member  has  been  brought  into  operation 
this  year,  and  from  this  source  alone  about  50  families  have 
benefited  with  reductions  varying  from  1/6  to  6/-,  a  substantial 
help  where  extra  nourishment  is  so  essential. 

Summary  of  Assistance  Granted  During  the  Year. 

64  Persons  helped  with  clothing. 

32  Persons  helped  with  beds  and  bedding. 

99  Received  nourishment  grants. 

1  Family  sent  for  a  holiday. 

9  Families  helped  with  cash  while  patient  in  hospital. 

2  Families  helped  with  milk,  eggs  and  groceries. 

2  Families  helped  with  removal  expenses. 

1  Foster  mother  found  for  two  children  while  mother  in 
hospital. 

3  Families  helped  with  rent  (non-Council  Houses). 

11  Families  helped  through  B.B.C.  and  McCormick 
Appeals. 

24  Families  helped  at  Christmas. 

6  Families  helped  with  cash  through  Guild. 

17  Families  helped  with  coal. 

1  Family  helped  with  clothing. 

80  Cripple  children,  many  T.B.,  received  Christmas  parcels 
from  the  Round  Table. 

33  Families  helped  from  Bristol  Fund  with  grants  to  value 

of  £$7  5s-  °d- 

1  Family  helped  until  National  Health  Insurance  difficul¬ 
ties  overcome. 


Seal  Sale. 

The  result  of  the  Seal  Sale  for  1937  is  £i2g  12s.  9d.,  less 
£11  ns.  iod.  expenses,  leaving  a  profit  of  £118  os.  ud.  com¬ 
pared  with  £107  last  year. 

The  Sale  had  a  splendid  opening  on  October  23rd,  on  the 
Town  Hall  steps,  when  Mr.  Crow  auctioned  the  first  seal. 
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We  are  very  grateful  to  the  Mayor  for  his  support  and  purchase 
of  the  first  Seal,  and  the  Police  Force  who  soon  collected  a 
crowd  in  response  to  their  excellent  fanfares.  Over  £6  was 
taken  within  15  minutes. 

About  A55  has  been  raised  through  the  Mail  Sale  and  T56 
through  shops,  offices  and  factories.  The  result  from  Churches 
was  not  so  good  as  last  year  except  for  Mr.  Nicholson  of  St. 
Andrew’s  Church,  Roker,  and  Enon  Baptist  Chapel  who  did 
exceedingly  well. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  some  of  the  larger  shops,  the  Parks 
for  free  advertisement,  and  to  Mr.  Wells  of  Messrs.  Hudson 
Verity  who  gave  us  a  splendid  window  display  in  Bridge  Street. 
The  Picture  House  in  High  Street,  the  three  Gaumont  British 
Cinemas  and  Black’s  Regal  Cinema  for  showing  trailer  and 
slides ;  and  our  best  thanks  are  also  due  to  all  who  undertook 
to  sell  seals. 


Broadcast. 

During  the  1936  Seal  Sale  an  application  was  made  to  the 
B.B.C.  for  an  appeal,  on  behalf  of  the  Care  Committee’s  work, 
in  “The  Week’s  Good  Cause.”  Unfortunately  the  application 
was  too  late  to  be  granted  a  date  in  1936.  At  the  beginning 
of  1937  the  Committee  were  invited  to  nominate  a  speaker  to 
make  an  appeal  on  Sunday,  February  21st.  Aid.  J.  Cohen, 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  of  the  Care  Committee, 
was  asked  to  undertake  this  broadcast,  and,  in  spite  of  many 
handicaps  of  the  old  North  Regional  (Newcastle)  Station  and 
its  poor  reception  in  this  district,  the  Appeal  was  a  great  success, 
A 1 28  1  os.  7d.  was  secured  from  listeners  in  the  North,  then 
still  a  “  Special  Area.”  All  the  subscriptions  were  in  small 
denominations. 

The  Committee  are  deeply  grateful  to  the  B.B.C.  for  this 
opportunity,  to  the  generosity  of  the  public,  and  to  their  Chair¬ 
man  for  making  this  Appeal  on  behalf  of  funds  for  the  cause 

they  try  to  serve. 


Occupation. 


The  occupation  of  those  discharged  from  a  Sanatorium  has 
again  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Committee  and  several 
schemes  arranged  by  other  Care  Committees  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  as  to  their  suitability  for  adoption  or  adaptation  to 
Sunderland  needs.  In  the  meantime  a  hut  has  been  bought 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  used  as  an  occupational  Club  for  some 
thirty  men  who  have  signified  their  willingness  to  co-operate  in 
any  such  scheme  started.  The  problem  now  is  to  find  suitable 
land  on  which  to  place  the  hut. 

The  Invalid  Children’s  Aid  Association  continued  their 
good  work  for  the  children  unable  to  attend  ordinary  elementary 
schools  by  arranging  for  lessons  to  be  given  to  the  children 
twice  a  week  in  a  room  provided  by  the  Education  Committee 
at  one  of  their  special  schools.  The  conveyance  of  the  children 
to  and  from  school  was  carried  out  by  an  ambulance  kindly 
provided  by  the  Health  Authorities.  This  school  after  doing 
excellent  work  for  nearly  ten  years  has  now  been  closed,  all 
the  children  having  been  transferred  to  the  Education  Author¬ 
ity’s  Special  Open  Air  School. 

Two  men  have  been  given  training  as  motor  mechanics  in 
the  hope  that  work  for  them  may  eventually  be  secured.  One  is 
continuing  training  now  as  a  gardener,  hoping  that  a  gardener- 
chauffer  job  may  fall  to  his  lot. 

Concerts. 

The  Toe  H  League  of  Women  Helpers  again  entertained 
the  patients  of  Grindon  Hall  Sanatorium.  Their  yearly  visits 
are  much  looked  forward  to  and  equally  appreciated. 

A  cinematograph  entertainment  was  given  by  the  Junior 
Technical  School  Old  Boys’  Association.  A  form  of  entertain¬ 
ment  appreciated  by  young  and  old  alike. 

The  third  and  last  concert  of  the  season  was  given  by  the 
Gasco  Concert  Party  at  the  end  of  February,  an  excellent  close 
to  an  enjoyable  programme. 
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Year. 

DEATHS. 

NOTIFICATION 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

All  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis, 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis, 

All  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Cases. 

Case 

Rate. 

Cases, 

Case 

Rate. 

Cases. 

Case 

Rate. 

1928 

204 

114 

58 

033 

262 

1-47 

271 

1-52 

212 

ri9 

483 

271 

1929 

190 

ro3 

94 

051 

284 

1-54 

238 

1-29 

181 

0-98 

419 

2  27 

1930 

124 

0-67 

127 

0-69 

251 

136 

259 

141 

138 

0-75 

397 

2-16 

1931 

204 

108 

62 

0-33 

266 

1-41 

186 

099 

86 

0-46 

272 

1-45 

1932 

174 

0-94 

57 

0  31 

231 

l  25 

282 

1*51 

150 

0-81 

432 

232 

1933 

183 

097 

39 

0  21 

222 

ri8 

289 

154 

186 

0-99 

475 

2-53 

1934 

171 

0-92 

33 

0-18 

204 

110 

279 

1-49 

182 

0-97 

461 

246 

1935 

150 

0-80 

34 

0-19 

184 

0-99 

224 

1-21 

127 

0  68 

351 

1-89 

1936 

144 

078 

24 

0-13 

168 

091 

196 

1-06 

101 

0-55 

297 

1-61 

1937 

147 

0-80 

43 

023 

190 

103 

193 

1-05 

136 

0-74 

329 

T79 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  above-named  Regulations 
during  the  year,  inasmuch  as  no  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified 
in  a  person  actually  engaged  in  handling  milk. 


Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

The  above-named  sections  deal  with  the  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  From  time  to  time 
during  the  year  it  has  been  reported  that  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  in  an  infectious  state  were  living  in  accommodation 
wherein  proper  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection 
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could  not  be  taken,  and  that  serious  risk  was  caused  to  other 
persons,  especially  to  children.  Under  the  above-named  Act 
the  local  Authority,  providing  suitable  hospital  accommodation 
exists  for  the  reception  of  that  person,  can  apply  to  the 
magistrates  to  make  an  order  to  remove  the  person  to  hospital 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Two  cases  arose  during  the  year  which  required  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  these  Sections. 


Sunderland  Corporation  Act,  1935. 

Section  158  of  this  Act  provides  powers  to  prohibit  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  from  handling  food.  The  Public 
Health  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925,  prohibits 
the  handling  of  milk  by  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis, 
similarly  the  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  prohibit  the  handling  of 
meat  by  any  persons  suffering  from  diseases,  including  tubercu¬ 
losis,  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act,  1889.  This  Section  of  the  Sunderland 
Corporation  Act,  1935,  extends  these  powers  to  persons 
handling  food  other  than  milk  and  meat,  and  during  the  year 
two  such  cases  were  dealt  with,  one  a  man  with  positive  sputum 
and  engaged  as  a  butcher  and  the  second  a  person  who  was 
engaged  in  the  flour  industry. 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
Dr.  Beal  reports  as  follows : — 

“  During  the  year  the  number  of  cases  seen  for  diagnosis 
was  670,  an  increase  of  94  on  those  seen  in  1936.  Of  these,  307 
were  found  to  be  tuberculous,  as  compared  with  251  definite 
cases  in  1936,  that  is  to  say,  there  was  an  increase  of  56  definite 
cases  during  the  year. 

This  increased  incidence  is  somewhat  mitigated  when  the 
type  of  tuberculosis  from  which  the  patients  were  suffering  is 
analysed.  The  number  of  new  pulmonary  cases  in  1937  was 
183,  exactly  the  same  number  as  in  1936,  and  the  increased 


io8 


number  of  cases,  i.e.,  47,  is  accounted  for  by  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis. 

This  increase  of  non-pulmonary  cases  will  be  seen  to  be  due 
to  an  increase  of  cases  of  tuberculous  cervical  adenitis  (20)  and 
bone  tuberculosis  (n),  slight  increases  of  other  non-pulmonary 
forms  accounts  for  the  remaining  cases. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis •• — During  the  year  140  new  cases 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  seen,  an  increase  of  47. 
These  comprised  the  following  groups : — 

TABLE  1. 


Tuberculosis  of  Glands  (i)  Cervical 

Male. 
...  37 

Female. 

27 

Total. 

64 

(ii)  Elsewhere 

...  2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen 

...  7 

10 

17 

Tuberculosis  of  Bone  ... 

...  13 

12 

25 

Tuberculosis  of  Joints  ... 

...  2 

6 

8 

Tuberculosis  of  Skin  ... 

...  3 

2 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  Genito-ur inary  tract 

...  2 

— 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Brain  and  Meninges 

...  7 

5 

12 

Other  Sites 

...  3 

2 

5 

Of  the  pulmonary  cases  112  had  a  positive  sputum  and  71 
were  classified  as  T.B.  negative,  making  a  total  of  183,  the 
distribution  of  positive  and  negative  cases  showing  very  little 
difference  to  those  of  1936. 

Taking  the  figures  over  a  period  of  five  years,  it  will  be 
seen  that  in  1932  there  were  151  new  positive  cases,  as  compared 
with  1 12  this  year,  and  116  new  negative  cases,  as  compared 
with  71  this  year;  from  this  it  is  clear  that  there  is  a  definite 
decline  in  the  number  of  infective  cases  in  Sunderland. 

Contacts. — The  number  of  contacts  seen  was  558  and  of 
these  16  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  equal  to 
2-86%  of  contacts  examined.  It  would  appear  as  a  result  in 
the  decline  in  number  of  infective  cases  and  the  segregation  of 
cases  in  Institution  and  by  provision  of  better  housing  facilities, 
that  the  incidence  of  contact  cases  (as  defined  by  the  Ministry 
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of  Health)  will  diminish.  It  is  also  gratifying  to  note  that  of 
these  1 6  cases  only  2  had  positive  sputa,  which  suggests  that  the 
cases  were  discovered  in  an  early  stage  of  the  disease. 

In  the  appended  table  the  classification  of  the  type  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  from  which  the  contact  was  suffering  is  set  out : — - 


TABLE  II. 


Classification. 

Under  15  years  of  age. 

Over  15  years  of  age. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

T.B. 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

T.B.  - 

2 

1 

2 

2 

7 

Non.  Pul. 

5 

1 

... 

1 

7 

Home  Visitation. — The  same  scheme  in  regard  to  home  visits 
has  been  in  operation  during  the  year  and  6,246  visits  have  been 
made  by  the  two  health  visitors. 

Housing  Accommodation. — During  the  year  1937,  1 73  cases 
have  been  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  regard 
to  nuisances,  sanitary  defects  and  overcrowding  of  infective 
cases.  81  families  have  received  rent  rebate  on  the  approved 
scale  during  1937.  This,  however,  does  not  express  fully  the 
number  of  cases  that  have  been  provided  with  Council  houses, 
and  only  includes  those  receiving  rent  rebate  for  one  reason  or 
another. 


The  Municipal  Hospital. — The  arrangements  for  institutional 
treatment  of  tuberculosis  are  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  In 
Tables  III.  and  IV.  are  set  out  the  admissions  and  discharges 
to  and  from  the  Hospital ;  these  are  sub-divided  into  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  obser¬ 
vation  cases. 
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Table  III. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Males. 

Females. 

0-15 

15  — 

Total 

0-15 

15— 

Total. 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1937 

3 

23 

26 

6 

20 

26 

Admitted.. . . 

10 

115 

125 

11 

66 

77 

Discharged...  . 

7 

58 

65 

12 

44 

56 

Died . . 

3 

51 

54 

1 

28 

29 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1938 

3 

29 

32 

4 

14 

18 

Non  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


;  ;  '  ■; 

Males. 

Females. 

0-15 

15— 

Total. 

0-15 

15— 

Total. 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1937 

4 

4 

8 

5 

4 

9 

Admitted .  . 

47 

29 

76 

21 

31 

55 

Discharged . 

38 

24 

62 

23 

31 

54 

Diel . 

6 

5 

11 

1 

3 

4 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1938 

7 

4 

11 

2 

4 

6 

Table  IV. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Males. 

Females. 

0-15 

15— 

Total. 

0  15 

15  — 

Total. 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1937 . 

Admitted . 

6 

17 

23 

9 

10 

19 

Discharged  . 

6 

17 

23 

9 

10 

19 

Died . . . 

•  •  • 

•  • » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1938 . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

N on-  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Males. 

Females. 

0-15 

15— 

Total. 

0-15 

15- 

Total. 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1937 . 

1 

1 

2 

Admitted . 

5 

4 

9 

6 

4 

10 

Discharged  . 

6 

4 

10 

6 

4 

10 

Died  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1938 . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 1 1 


Surgical  Treatment.—' 11  The  use  of  various  forms  of  collapse 
therapy,  artificial  pneumo-thorax,  plombage,  thoracoplasty  have 
been  carried  out  in  cases  that  would  appear  likely  to  benefit  by 
this  form  of  treatment. 


Thoracoplasty  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — The  time  has  now 
come  when  one  can  survey  the  cases  that  have  had  this  form 
of  treatment  performed  and,  although  the  number  who  have  had 
this  treatment  during  the  period  1932-1937,  only  amounts  to 
15  patients,  I  feel  that  some  indication  can  be  gleaned  from 
their  fate. 


Fifteen  cases — 9  females,  6  males — have  been  operated  upon 
in  outside  institutions  and  the  Municipal  Hospital.  The  opera¬ 
tion  has  been  performed  in  stages,  in  some  instances  in  two 
stages  and  in  others  three  stages,  which  would  appear  to  be  the 
most  reasonable  and  safe  practice. 


Considering  the  male  cases,  of  6  patients,  5  have  died  and 
one  is  alive,  the  disease  being  quiescent ;  he  is  at  full-time  work. 


The  female  patients  appear  to  be  more  ready  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  collapse  therapy,  and  this  seems  to  bear  out  the  view 
of  Bentley,  of  the  London  County  Council,  who  expressed 
similar  views  in  regard  to  Artificial  Pneumothorax  treatment. 

Of  the  9  female  patients  operated  upon,  3  have  died — one 
at  operation,  one  from  chronic  nephritis,  and  one  from  cerebral 
tuberculoma.  Of  the  six  survivors — one  case  is  quiescent  and 
performing  full  household  duties,  the  other  five  patients  still 
show  active  disease  and  one  of  these  has  developed  tuberculosis 
of  the  spine,  with  psoas  abscess. 


The  present  mortality  of  this  series  of  cases  is  53‘3/o  an(3 
there  are  5  cases  still  showing  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  ultimate  percentage  mortality 
may  be  raised. 
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It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  advent  of  Thoracoplasty 
is  not  going  to  produce  the  Utopian  state  for  the  tuberuclous 
that  zealots  would  lead  one  to  think,  and  of  necessity  the 
operation  will  be  of  value  in  a  very  restricted  type  of  case.  The 
type  of  case  to  be  selected  as  a  result  of  a  combined  survey  of 
the  clinical  aspects  of  the  case,  X-ray  appearances,  and  suita¬ 
bility  to  stand  extensive  surgical  proceedings.  One  always 
must  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  tuberculosis  is  a  systemic 
disease  and,  from  the  point  of  view  of  surgical  treatment,  it  is 
the  soil  rather  than  the  seed  that  has  to  be  considered.  In  view 
of  this  a  conservative  mode  of  thought  should  be  maintained 
iv  regard  to  this  method  of  treatment. 


In  the  appended  Table  V.  the  cases  that  have  received  this 
form  treatment  are  detailed. 


TABLE  V 
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Mantoux  Testing. — The  incoming  probationers  and  the  7 
negative  cases  of  1936  have  been  tested.  Of  28  nurses  tested, 
27  were  found  to  be  positive  and  1  negative.  It  was  decided 
to  keep  the  negative  case  off  the  tuberculosis  wards  until  some 
immunity  to  tuberculosis  had  been  developed. 


It  has  been  suggested  by  Peter  Edwards,  British  Medical 
Journal,  December  25th,  1937,  that  the  negative  reactor  should 
be  examined  radiologically  every  three  months,  should  be 
weighed  monthly  and  be  placed  under  the  special  care  of  a 
senior  member  of  the  staff,  to  whom  she  should  report  her  every 
ailment  or  symptom. 

The  positive  reactor  should  submit  to  a  complete  physical 
examination,  a  radiograph  of  the  chest  and  be  encouraged  to 
report  sick  on  the  slightest  provocation  and  be  re:examined 
annually. 


I  feel  that  this  is  rather  exaggerating  the  position  and 
rather  should  a  careful  supervision  be  kept  on  the  nurses  engaged 
on  the  tuberculosis  wards  and  the  infective  nature  of  the  disease 
stressed  upon  all  those  called  to  nurse  on  these  wards,  coupled 
with  ample  rest  and  recreation. 

Dentures . — During  the  year  dentures  have  been  supplied  to 
8  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  dental  treatment  afforded  to  another 
17  patients,  so  that  they  could  benefit  more  fully  from  treatment. 

X-ray. — The  arrangement  for  the  X-ray  of  dispensary  cases 
with  the  Sunderland  Royal  Infirmary  was  continued  during  the 
}ear.  During  1937,  182  cases  were  X-rayed  at  the  Sunderland 
Royal  Infirmary.  The  early  type  of  case  was  sent,  since  it 
seems  to  me  futile  to  X-ray  the  definite  case  of  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis,  when  this  method  of  examination  will  be  carried  out  as 
a  routine  when  the  patient  is  admitted  to  Institution. 

Hospital  for  Infections  Diseases  and  Grindon  Hall  Sanatorium . — 
The  beds  at  these  institutions  have  been  occupied  throughout 
the  year,  and  in  Tables  VI.  and  VII.  are  set  out  the  admissions 
and  discharges  to  and  from  these  institutions. 


TABLE  VI, 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases. 


Males, 

Totals. 

Under  15  yrs. 

Over  15  yrs. 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1937 . 

15 

15 

Admitted . 

2 

50 

52 

Discharged  . 

2 

47 

49 

Died . . 

•  «  • 

4 

4 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1938...... 

... 

14 

14 

TABLE  VII. 

Grindon  Hall  Sanatorium. 


Males, 

Females. 

Totals. 

Under 

5. 

Over 

5, 

Under 

5. 

Over 

5. 

Remaining  Jan,  1st,  1937 . 

6 

8 

4 

25 

43 

Admitted . . . 

4 

14 

24 

40 

82 

Discharged  . 

7 

16 

12 

50 

85 

Died  .  . 

* .  i 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

1 

1 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1938 . 

3 

6 

16 

14 

39 

Cases  have  been  treated  at  Stanhope,  Wolsingham  and 
Ventnor  Sanatoria,  as  set  out  in  Table  VIII.  below: — 

TABLE  VIII. 


Stanhope. 

Wolsingham. 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

M. 

F. 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1937 . 

4 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Admitted . . . 

2 

*  • . 

1 

1 

4 

Discharged  . . . . 

6 

1 

2 

2 

10 

Died  . . . 

•  •  • 

. . « 

... 

•  •  « 

.  .  . 

Remaining  Jan.  1st,  1938 . 

1 

♦  *  * 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

1 

The  work  of  the  Dispensary  is  best  seen  m  tabular  form 
and  is  compared  with  the  work  performed  in  previous  years,  in 
the  Table  IX.  appended: — 


1935. 

1936. 

1937. 

TABLE  IX. 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  at  Dispensary 

6,250 

5,403 

5,083 

Total  Number  of  New  Cases  ... 

646 

576 

670 

Number  found  to  be  Tuberculous  ... 

280 

251 

307 

,,  „  ,,  ,,  Doubtfully  Tuberculous 

1 

5 

3 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Non-Tuberculous 

365 

320 

360 

Number  of  Pulmonary  Cases... 

212 

183 

183 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  with  Positive 

Sputa 

140 

110 

112 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  with  Negative 

Sputa 

72 

73 

71 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Pulmonary  Cases 

Notified  in  Year  ... 

64 

55 

67 

(1)  With  Positive  Sputa  ... 

48 

37 

44 

(2)  With  Negative  Sputa  ... 

16 

18 

23 

Number  of  Non-Pulmonarjy  Cases  Notified 

in  Year 

113 

93 

140 

Number  of  Non-Pulmonary  Deaths  of  Cases 

Notified  in  Yea^'  ... 

22 

17 

25 

Total  Number  of  Cases  Examined  ... 

4,024 

3,459 

3,382 

Total  Number  of  Contacts  Examined 

784 

610 

558 

Number  of  Contacts  found  to  be  Tuberculous 

37 

25 

16 

Total  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors 

7,069 

5,973 

6,246 

Number  of  Visits  to  Homes  by  Tuberculosis 

Officer 

195 

212 

254 

Number  of  Visits  to  Institutions  by  Tuber- 

culosis  Officer 

151 

126 

112 

Number  of  Personal  Consultations  by  Tuber- 

culosis  Officer 

37 

45 

51 

Number  of  X-Rav  Examinations  from  the 

Dispensary 

195 

181 

182 

Number  of  Sputum  Examinations  from  the 

Dispensary 

557 

549 

461 

Number  of  Patients  on  Domiciliary  Treat- 

ment 

116 

121 

122 

Number  of  Cases  of  Overcrowding  and 

Sanitary  Defects  reported  to  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  ... 

114 

106 

173 

Number  of  Sputum  Flasks  given  out 

49 

85 

63 

Co-operation  with  the  School  Medical  Service  lias  been 
continued  as  in  former  years,  and  an  account  of  this  is  shown 

in  Table  X. 
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Table  X. 


Children  of  School  Age  Examined  at  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  1937. 


New 

Cases 

- — 131. 

Old  Cases- 

-225. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Sent  by  S.M.O . 

9 

9 

18 

Found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous. 

33 

38 

71 

1 

3 

4 

Found  to  be  Tuberculous . 

38 

20 

58 

118 

103 

221 

Found  Doubrful  Tuberculous.. 

1 

1 

2 

,  , 

... 

Hospital  for  Observation . 

4 

2 

6 

3 

1 

4 

Sanatorium  for  Observation.. 

5 

6 

11 

2 

3 

5 

Pulmonary  : — 

3 

4 

7 

38 

36 

74 

T.Bacc  in  sputum . 

Had  Sanat.  Treat. 

... 

1 

1 

4 

12 

16 

Once . 

•  •  • 

4 

6 

10 

Twice . 

2 

#  •  • 

0 

JU 

1 

•  •  « 

1 

Had  Hospital  Treatment . 

1 

•  *  • 

1 

4 

6 

10 

Had  Hosp.  &  Sanat.  Treatment.. 

1 

3 

4 

.  .  . 

6 

6 

Arrested,  fit  for  school  . 

•  •  • 

25 

15 

40 

Recovered,  fit  for  school  . 

r  •  • 

,  , 

•  *  » 

.  .  • 

Died . 

... 

•  •  « 

... 

2 

2 

4 

Non-Pulmonary  : — 

35 

16 

51 

80 

67 

147 

Bone . 

5 

6 

11 

30 

28 

58 

Gland . 

25 

9 

34 

32 

31 

63 

Skin . 

... 

8 

4 

12 

Abdomen . 

3 

1 

4 

8 

4 

12 

Other . 

Had  Ultra-Violet  Light 

2 

... 

2 

2 

... 

2 

Treatment . 

Had  Kromayer  Light 

1 

•  •  « 

1 

•  • 

... 

6 

Treatment . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

,,  Sanat.  Treat,  once . 

2 

2 

4 

3 

4 

7 

twice . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

,,  Hospital  treatment . 

25 

10 

35 

12 

1 

13 

,,  Hosp.  &  San.  Treat . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

5 

Arrested,  fit  for  school  . . 

26 

11 

36 

49 

46 

95 

Recovered,  fit  for  school  . 

*  •  ♦ 

... _ 

•  •  • 

18 

14 

32 

Died . . . 

4 

... 

4 

1 

... 

1 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Contacts  Examined— 

112 

98 

210 

Found  to  be  Tuberculous . . . . 

3 

1 

4 

Found  Doubtful  Tuberculous . . 

.  ,  . 

• .  • 

206 

Found  to  be  Non-Tuberculous . 

109 

97 

Had  Sanatorium  for  observation  . 

•  €  < 

1 

1 

,,  Hospital  „  „  . . . 

1 

... 

1 

„  Hospital  and  Sanatorium  Treatment . 

4 

... 

4 

Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Sputum . 

Found  non  T.B.  after  Sanatorium  or 

... 

1 

1 

Hospital  observation  . . 

•  •  . 

Died . . 

•  *  * 

... 

Total  Attendances :  Old  and  New  Cases . 994. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Statistics. — The  number  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
who  died  during  1937  was  308  (males  163  and  females  145) 
which  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  85,  compared  with 
72  for  the  previous  year  and  an  average  of  89  for  the  last  ten 
years. 

The  list  of  causes  of  infant  deaths  with  a  comparison  for 
the  previous  year  is  set  out  on  page  125,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  and  premature  birth. 


Deaths  in  Age  Groups. — Of  the  total  (308)  infant  deaths  102 
or  33-1  per  cent,  took  place  in  the  first  week  of  life,  144  (46-8 
per  cent,)  in  the  first  month,  58  (or  1 8-8)  per  cent,  between  one 
and  three  months,  55  (or  17.9  per  cent.)  between  three  and  six 
months,  33  (or  10.7  per  cent.)  between  six  and  nine  months, 
and  18  (or  5-8  per  cent.)  between  nine  and  twelve  months. 


Neo  Natal  Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life  was  144,  equal  to  a  death- 
rate  per  1,000  births  of  39  9  compared  with  31-9  for  1936.  78 

of  these  deaths  were  due  to  premature  birth. 


Still-Births. — There  were  1 5  5  still-births,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  43  per  thousand  births,  compared  with  41  per  thousand 
for  the  previous  year,  viz.  : — 149  legitimate  (83  males,  66 
females)  and  6  illegitimate  (5  males  and  1  female). 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  still-births  during 


the  year : — 

Weakness  of  mother 
Malpresentation 
Ante-part  11  m  Haemorrhage 
Delayed  Labour  |  ... 
Premature  Birth 
Unknown 


32 

15 

4 

4 

7 

93 


155 


The  attendances  at  the  cases  were : — 

Doctors 

Midwives 

Doctors  and  Midwives 
Maternity  Home 
Municipal  Hospital  ... 

Royal  Infirmary 

Monkwearmouth  &  Southwick  Hospital 
Lealholme 


18 

28 

29 

24 

52 

1 

1 

2 
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During  the  year  the  Centres  which  were  duplicated  have 
continued  with  very  large  attendances,  and  the  question  will 
arise  in  the  very  near  future  of  holding  other  Centres  on  two 
sessions  per  week  instead  of  one. 

Similarly,  at  the  Ante-natal  Centres,  the  increasing  atten¬ 
dances  will  justify  increasing  the  number  of  these  sessions. 

The  holding  of’two  special  sessions,  one  for  post-natal  cases 
and  the  other  for  non-V.D.  discharges  in  women,  have  proved 
eminently  successful. 

The  question  is  often  asked  whether  women  suffering  from 
venereal  diseases  should  attend  an  ad  hoc  venereal  diseases 
clinic,  or  whether  they  should  be  treated  at  clinics  associated 
with  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres. 

It  is,  of  course,  competent  administration  to  effect  central¬ 
isation  of  treatment,  and  no  one  can  doubt  that  by  such  group¬ 
ing,  the  treatment,  as  treatment,  can  be  most  efficient. 

It  is  essential  for  this  efficiency  that  the  women  actually 
attend,  not  only  once,  or  even  twice,  but  until  they  are  pro¬ 
nounced  by  the  V.D.  officer  to  be  absolutely  free  from  infection. 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  up  and  down  the  country  may 
have  come  across  difficulties  in  securing  the  attendance  of  women 
at  such  venereal  disease  centres  in  connection  with  ante -natal 
work.  For  instance,  a  woman  may  be  recommended,  with  a 
reference,  to  attend  the  central  V.D.  clinic.  She  does  not 
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attend.  The  hospital  almoner  may  then,  either  by  communica¬ 
tion  or  visit,  try  to  encourage  attendance,  and  failing  this  a 
health  visitor  may  also  carry  out  such  endeavour  by  visiting  or 
otherwise.  Even  then  the  woman  may  fail  to  attend  that 

centre. 

It  is  perfectly  obvious  that  if  women  will  not  attend  the 
V.D.  centre,  then  the  centre,  or  some  of  the  workers  in  the 
centre,  should  attend  the  women.  It  is  far  easier  for  a  woman 
to  continue  attending  at  an  ante-natal  clinic  building  for  the 
treatment  of  venereal  disease  when  she  is  accustomed  to  periodic 
visits  to  those  premises,  and  she  will  consider  that  the  treatment 
for  venereal  disease  is  part  and  parcel  of  her  treatment  as  an 
ante-natal  subject. 

There  should  be  no  difficulty  in  carrying  out  venereal 
disease  treatment  for  ante-natal  women  in  the  buildings  wherein 
an  ante-natal  clinic  takes  place,  provided  (a)  treatment  takes 
place  at  a  separate  session,  or  (b)  treatment  takes  place  in 
special  premises  attached  to  the  clinic.  Whether  the  treatment 
is  given  by  a  V.D.  Officer  attached  to  the  V.D.  clinic,  or  by  the 
ante-natal  doctor,  who  has  special  V.D.  treatment  experience, 
is  immaterial. 

The  question  may  be  raised  that  if  ante-natal  clinics  are 
used  for  the  treatment,  or  even  the  reception,  of  women  suffer¬ 
ing  from  venereal  disease,  then  the  ordinary  function  of  an 
ante-natal  clinic  may  be  lost  and  clean  cases  will  cease  to  attend. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  a  certain  fairly  high  propor¬ 
tion  of  women  attending  ante-natal  centres  are  suffering  from 
venereal  disease,  whether  this  has  been  ascertained  or  not,  and 
it  is  easier  to  prevent  the  spread  of  an  infection  by  contact  when 
it  is  known  that  the  person  is  infected,  than  in  the  case  where  no 
infection  is  suspected  or  ascertained. 

Dr.  Browell  reports  as  follows: — 

“  The  number  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  remains  the  same, 
i.e.,  17,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  number  of  attendances 
per  session  has  been  well  maintained. 


In  addition  to  attendances  at  centres,  520  urgent  cases 
attended  the  Health  Department  and  were  suitably  dealt  with 
by  a  medical  officer. 


The  Toddlers’  day  continues  to  be  held  at  each  clinic  on 
the  first  session  of  each  month. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics • — These  clinics  are  increasing  in  popu¬ 
larity,  and  the  following  table  shows  a  marked  increase  on 
previous  years : — 


1934 

1936 

1936 

1937 


Primary.  Subsequent. 

1,686  ...  5,500 

1,923  ...  5,453 

1,895  ...  6,491 

2,572  ...  8,965 


Each  case  was  seen  and  examined  by  the  medical  officer 
in  charge  at  the  primary  visit  and  at  subsequent  intervals. 


Post-Natal  Clinics ■ — 198  cases  were  dealt  with,  a  total  of  589 
attendances.  In  this  clinic,  such  post-natal  conditions  as 
anaemia,  varicose  veins,  post  albuminuria  of  pregnancy  and 
gynaecological  disabilities  were  investigated.  If,  after  a  sys¬ 
tematic  extmmation,  treatment  was  found  necessary  they  were 
referred  to  their  own  doctors  or  to  one  or  other  of  the  hospitals 
of  the  Borough. 


Non-V.D.  Clinic. — 136  women  made  832  attendances.  The 
mothers  are  rapidly  gaining  confidence  in  this  clinic  and  are 
realising  that  this  session  has  nothing  to  do  with  venereal 
disease.  Most  cases  are  referred  to  this  clinic  from  the  ante¬ 
natal  and  post-natal  clinics. 

Test  Feeding  (iinic. — Here  a  test  feed  is  carried  out  and 
mothers  are  instructed  re  correct  breast  technique.  Many  babies 
dealt  with  here  would  have  been  incorrectly  weaned  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  advice  given  at  this  clinic.  It  is  found  especially 
useful  to  the  young  mother  with  her  first  baby — she  is  re-assured 
as  to  her  ability  to  breast-feed  her  child.  132  test  feeds  were 
carried  out  in  49  sessions. 
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Nutrition. — In  addition  to  grants  for  necessitous  cases 
allowed  by  the  Health  Committee,  the  Joint  Council  of  Mid¬ 
wifery  has  continued  to  provide  expectant  mothers,  through  the 
Birthday  Trust  Fund,  with  Colact,  Ovaltme  and  Marmite  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  medical  officers.  Full  records  of  all 
cases  receiving  these  grants  are  kept  and  forwarded  to  the 
Research  Committee.  The  Samaritan  Grant  of  similar  foods  is 
given  to  nursing  mothers  by  the  Research  Council. 

All  grants  are  given  in  necessitous  cases  or  at  the  discretion 
of  the  medical  officers. 

Sterile  Dressings. — Since  September,  1937,  92 1  sterile  pack¬ 
ages,  containing  cotton  wool  and  pads,  have  been  provided  by 
the  Joint  Council  of  Midwifery.  These  have  been  used  by 
raidwives  at  the  delivery  and  during  the  puerperium  of  cases 
in  poor  circumstances. 


Municipal  Midwifery  Service • — This  service  has  been  in  opera¬ 
tion  since  July  1st,  1937.  The  service  is  working  smoothly  and 
is  proving  a  great  success  and  it  is  a  comfort  to  know  that  even 
the  poorest  patient  can  receive  skilled  attention  and  that  the 
handy  woman  now  has  been  displaced.” 
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Births,  and  Deaths  under  One  Year,  with  Rates.  —  Ybar  1937 
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No.  of 
Illegitimate 
Deaths  under 
One  Year. 
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Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  under  One  Year  of  Age 


Causes  of  Death. 

Year  1936. 

Year  1937. 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

Percentage 
of  total 
deaths  undei 
one. 

Smallpox..... . 

Chicken  pox . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles . 

•  *  • 

4 

+  4 

1*3 

Scarlet  Fever . 

... 

Whooping  Cough . 

7 

1 

-  6 

0-3 

Diphtheria . 

Influenza . 

2 

3 

9 

_  2 
+  6 

•  •  ♦ 

2  9 

Erysipelas . 

.  ,  , 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

Tuberculous  Diseases.... 

3 

2 

-  1 

06 

Meningitis . . . 

*  *  . 

4 

+  4 

13 

Convulsions . . . 

2 

6 

+  4 

19 

Bronchitis . 

11 

33 

+  22 

107 

Pneumonia  (all  forms).. 

30 

38 

+  8 

123 

Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis.. 

55 

52 

-  3 

16*9 

Gastritis . 

»  •  t 

.  .  . 

Syphilis . 

8 

5 

-  3 

1*6 

Rickets... . 

•  •  » 

1 

+  1 

03 

Suffocation,  including 
Overlving . 

2 

4 

+  2 

13 

Atelectasis . 

14 

12 

-  2 

39 

Congenital  Malform¬ 
ations . 

9 

13 

+  4 

42 

Premature  Birth . 

68 

84 

+  16 

27-3 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus . 

21 

29 

+  8 

9-4 

Other  Causes . 

26 

11 

-  15 

3*6 

TOTALS . 

261 

308 

+  47 

Dental  Treatment. — Dental  treatment  for  nursing;  and 
expectant  mothers  was  continued  during  the  year,  and  the 
School  Dental  Officer  reports  as  follows 

Mothers' 

607  mothers  made  1,116  attendances. 

’  •  •  A  .  .  -•*  ’  j-  „  . 

2,948  teeth  were  extracted  and  348  attendances  were 
made  for  fillings,  scalings  and  dressings. 

f  y  J  '  ;  - 

Pre-School  Children. — During  the  year,  by  arrangement 
with  the  Education  Department,  minor  ailments  in  children 
under  the  age  of  fix  e  years  attending  the  infant  welfare  centres 
were  referred  to  the  school  medical  clinic. 

209  children  made  768  attendances  at  the  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics,  compared  with  147  children  and  530  attendances  for  the 
previous  year  ;  652  children  received  treatment  at  the  Dental 
Clinic,  compared  with  838  for  the  previous  year;  162  children 
were  examined  suffering  from  defective  vision  and  5 1  children 
were  prescribed  with  glasses  compared  with  170  and  52 
respectively  for  1936. 

69  children  made  104  attendances  at  the  Aural  Clinic. 

Orthopaedic  Scheme. — During  the  year  children  under  the 
agt  of  five  years  suffering  from  some  physical  defect  were 
referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  for 
treatment : — 

No.  of  new  patients  ...  ...  ...  53 

No.  of  old  patients  ...  ...  ...  8 

Consultations  in  connection  with  above...  205 
Fitted  with  remedial  appliances  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  treatments  given  ...  ...  ...  500 

Surgical  Appliances.  -130  mothers,  and  16  children  under 
five  years  of  age  were  supplied  with  surgical  appliances  and  68 
children  were  supplied  with  spectacles. 
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Blind  Persons  Act.  This  Act  is  administered  for  the 
Council  by  the  Education  Department.  For  persons  who  are 
not  Blind  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  Section  66  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  gives  power  to  a  local  authority  to 
assist  in  the  prevention  of  blindness.  The  Health  Committee 
have  put  into  operation  a  scheme  by  which  blind  persons  not 
sufficiently  blind  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Blind  Persons 
Act  are  submitted  to  the  Eye  Infirmary  for  examination  and 
the  provision  of  glasses  where  necessary,  two  pairs  of  glasses 
being  provided  during  the  year. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  13  maternal  deaths  during 
the  year,  compared  with  the  same  number  in  the  previous  year. 

4  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  sepsis  and  all  occurred  in 
hospital.  Of  the  remaining  9  deaths,  7  occurred  in  hospital  and 
2  at  home. 


Maternal  Mortality. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death-rate 

per  1,000  Births  from  : 

Sepsis. 

Other 

Causes. 

Total 

Childbirth, 

1928  . 

17 

1*66 

2*38 

4-04 

1929  . 

25 

2  68 

1-95 

4'63 

1930  . 

16 

118 

2-59 

377 

1931  . 

19 

1  *96 

2-69 

4-65 

1932  . 

20 

301 

2-01 

5*02 

1933  . 

22 

•24 

2'70 

5-94 

1934  . 

21 

2-93 

267 

5-60 

1935 

18 

1-63 

325 

4-88 

1936  . 

13 

1-38 

2 '22 

3'60 

1937  . 

13 

ro6 

2'39 
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Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927.  There  were  no 
additional  registrations  during  the  year;  there  is  one  Home  on 
the  Register. 

Grants  to  Necessitous  Mothers  and  Children. — There  were 
35,438  grants  given  to  cases  eligible  for  help.  The  total 
expenditure  for  the  year  was  £2,219.  5s.  iod.,  the  average  weekly 
number  of  grants  being  681  and  the  average  cost  £42.  13s.  yd. 
per  week. 

Fresh  milk,  butter  and  biscuits  were  supplied  to  mothers 
attending  the  ante-natal  clime,  the  mothers  partaking  of  these 
on  the  premises.  In  all  cases  a  marked  improvement  and 
decided  benefit  has  been  noticeable. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  5.446  tins  each  of  Colact,  Oval- 
tine  and  Marmite  were  given  to  expectant  mothers  from  the 
Birthday  Trust  Fund,  and  2,174  6ns  of  each  food  were  given 
to  nursing  mothers  from  the  Samaritan  Fund. 

Visits  by  Health  Visitors ,  -There  are  17  health  visitors  on 
the  staff  of  the  Flealth  Department,  16  of  these  each  being 
responsible  for  a  district  in  the  Borough  and  each  being  in 
charge  of  a  welfare  centre.  During  the  year  the  health  visitors 
paid1  51,984  visits,  in  addition  to  their  attendances  at  the 
welfare  centres,  compared  with  58,25 7  for  the  previous  year. 

Midwives  Act,  1936. — One  of  the  most  important  develop¬ 
ments  of  Maternity  &  Child  Welfare  work  of  recent  years  has 
been  the  institution  of  Municipal  Midwives. 

After  six  months’  experience,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
scheme  has  been  followed  by  outstanding  success. 

Several  of  the  independent  midwives  have  taken  advantage 
of  the  Act  and  have  retired  from  service  after  many  years  of 
useful  work,  and  have  now  time  to  enjoy  their  well  deserved 
leisure.  In  their  places,  more  highly  qualified  nurses  have  been 
appointed  and  have  been  able  to  give  more  detailed  attention 
to  the  women  under  their  charge. 
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It  is  not  always  easy  to  graft  on  a  new  service  to  an  existing 
old  one  and  invariably  difficulties  and  anomalies  are  encoun¬ 
tered.  These  will  be  smoothed  over  in  the  course  of  a  very 
few  years. 

Supervision  of  Midwives. — There  were  44  midwives  prac¬ 
tising  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year,  viz.  : — 

Domiciliary  Midwives  : — 

Employed  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  ...  17 

,,  ,,  Voluntary  Associations  ...  ...  4 

In  Private  Practice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

In;  Institutions  : — 

Employed  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  ...  13 

2,957  of  the  total  number  of  births  registered  were  attended 
by  midwives,  viz.  : — 


Maternity  Home  (Borough.  Cases) 

241 

Municipal  Hospital 

701 

Municipal  Midwives 

650 

Independent  Midwives 

944 

District  Nurses 

421 

There  were  78  visits  paid  to  midwives  for  the  inspection 
of  equipment,  and  all  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  and  pemphigus  neonatorum  were  investigated. 

There  were  4  warnings  given  with  respect  to  unsatisfactory 
charts,  registers  and  bags. 

The  Sunderland  Midwives’  Association _ The  Association 

comprises  24  members,  a  president,  vice-president,  treasurer 
and  secretary. 

The  meetings,  which  are  held  in  the  Health  Office  on  the 
first  Thursday  in  every  month,  continue  to  be  well  attended. 

A  series  of  lectures  on  appropriate  subjects  concerning 
midwifery  was  arranged  and  appreciated  by  the  members. 

Infant  Life  Protection. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there 
were  3  children  under  supervision,  1  reached  the  age  of  9  years, 
leaving  2  at  the  end  of  1937.  The  health  visitors  paid  29  visits 
to  these  cases  during  the  year. 
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Infectious  Diseases  relating  to  Mothers  and  Infants. — The 

following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever, 
puerperal  pyrexia,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  and  pemphigus 
neonatorum  during  the  year,  compared  with  the  previous 
year : — ■ 


Puerperal 

Ophthalmia 

Pemphigus 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Neonatorum 

Neonatorum 

Fever. 

193G  . 

41 

21 

2 

19 

1937  . . 

41 

26 

... 

7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 26  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year;  of  these  5  were  notified  from  the  Institutions  and  21  by 
private  practitioners. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Removed 
from 
District-- 
no  trace 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital 

26 

21 

5 

24 

•  • 

2 

... 

The  free  issue  to  midwives  of  small  bottles  containing 
collosol  argentum  for  the  treatment  of  the  eyes  of  the  new-born 
child  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Puerperal  fever  still  claims  its  toll  of 
maternal  deaths,  4  having  occurred  during  the  year  compared 
with  5  for  the  previous  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . — 41  cases  were  recorded,  the  same  number 
as  in  1936,  14  being  doctors’,  21  midwives’  and  6  hospital  cases. 

The  Guild  of  Help.  —This  Association  has  continued  to 
provide  very  valuable  help  for  those  cases  for  which  statutory 
assistance  is  not  made,  and  close  co-operation  between  its 
Secretary  and  this  Department  takes  place. 


Grindon  Convalescent  Home — --In  1937,  82  women  and 
1 5 1  children  were  admitted  to  the  Home.  This  Home  continues 
to  do  most  admirable  and  valuable  work  in  restoring  to  health 
poor  and  necessitous  mothers  and  babies  recruited  from  the 
various  welfare  clinics. 

Sunderland  Infant  Welfare  Association. — This  Association 
has  continued  its  excellent  work  at  the  centres  which  owe  so 
much  to  voluntary  helpers.  From  April  6th  to  17th  inclusive, 
a  “Health,  Home  and  Mothercraft  ”  Exhibition  was  held  in 
the  Holmeside  Rink.  The  Exhibition  was  opened  by  Sir 
George  M.  Gillett,  and  many  thousands  of  mothers,  not  only 
from  the  Borough  but  from  the  adjoining  areas,  attended.  The 
Association  should  be  congratulated  upon  a  very  excellent 
propaganda  measure. 

District  Nursing  Association. — This  Institution  has  again 
carried  out  valuable  work  in  co-ordination  with  the  Infant 
Welfare  Department. 

Ultra  Yiolet  Radiation.  -This  form  of  treatment  has  been  a 
very  valuable  aid  to  work  done  at  the  tuberculosis  dispensary 
and  at  the  welfare  centres,  and  the  beneficial  results  obtained 
have  fully  justified  the  expenditure. 

THE  FOLLOWING  WOMEN,  AND  CHILDREN  UNDER  5  YEARS  OF  AGE,  ATTENDED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  : — - 

Number  of  Patients  attended  for  : — 

Rickets 

Delayed  Dentition 
Skin 

Bronchitis  ... 

U  nder  weight 
General  Debility  ... 

Anaemia 
Glands 
Lupus 

Result  of  Treatment  : — 

Discharged  cured  ... 

,,  improved 
Still  attending 

Ceased  to  attend,  transferred 


206  \ 
21 
10 

34 
90 
159 
82 
9 

7J 


}  =  618 


. 301 

...  246 
30 

Lospital  41 


=  618 


Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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Municipal  Midwife.  tBetired  on  Onmnensatinn. 

-it .  '.*n  *£s:: .  . . .  1  i  ^  ^  1  1  1  a.  1 _ ^  ■ . . . . ^  - 


135 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  1,293  houses  were  erected  as  compared 
with  1,574  for  the  previous  year. 

Under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  268  notices 
were  served  as  against  356  in  1936. 

Action  was  taken  under  Section  1 1  with  respect  to  12 
properties.  This  resulted  in  4  Demolition  Orders  being  made, 
3  of  which  have  been  carried  out,  the  other  property  still  being 
occupied.  The  remaining  8  properties  were  disposed  of  as 
follows :  Demolition  without  further  action  in  3  cases ;  and 
undertakings  by  the  owners  to  repair,  convert  to  business 
premises,  or  to  cease  using  for  human  habitation  in  5  instances. 


12  Closing  Orders  were  issued  with  respect  to  basement  or 
other  tenements  with  the  result  that  10  houses  have  since  been 
closed  for  human  habitation,  the  houses  with  respect  to  the 
remaining  2  cases  still  being  in  occupation. 


1 36 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
repair  of  property  since  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  came  into 
force : — 


PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  SECTION  3  OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1925, 
SECTION  17  OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1930,  AND  SECTION  9  OF  THE 
HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  YEARS  1925  TO  1937  INCLUSIVE. 


Year. 

Number  of  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  in 
respect  of  which 
notices  were 
served  requiring 
repairs. 

Number  of  dwelling 
houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  ser¬ 
vice  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which 
Closing  Orders 
became  operative 
in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by 
Owners  of  inten¬ 
tion  to  close. 

By 

Owners. 

By  Local 
Authority 
in  default 
of  Owners. 

1925 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1926 

4 

4 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1927 

14 

14 

Nil. 

Nil. 

192^ 

214 

186 

28 

4 

1929 

578 

317 

55 

9 

1930 

828 

647 

44 

5 

1931 

653 

513 

1 

Nil. 

1932 

957 

743 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1933 

585 

642 

1 

Nil. 

1934 

442 

413 

6 

Nil. 

1935 

328 

265 

5 

Nil. 

1936 

356 

334 

21 

Nil. 

1937 

268 

258 

6 

Nil. 

Totals 

5227 

4336 

167 

18 

'37 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  1293 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:' — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts)  .  4878 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  10960 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulation,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  957 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  5339 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to'  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  12 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  618 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  officers...  ...  ...  ...  1743 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  268 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 

( h }  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  6 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2368 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2048 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  17 

0. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  4 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 

(Continued) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  5 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8650 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  8650 

{3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  (units)  ...  42227 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  342 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  Houses. — The  number  of  houses  in  the  town  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  approximately  35,530. 

Notices  for  Overcrowding. — The  number  of  notices  served  by 
the  Department  during  the  year  was  8  (including  6  verbal 
intimations)  compared  with  36  notices  last  year.  Again,  over¬ 
crowding  notices  are  not  intensively  followed  up  owing  to  lack  of 
alternative  occupation  but  the  service  of  those  notices  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  valuable  in  gaining  other  accommodation  for  the 
tenants,  if  at  all  possible,  on  sympathetic  grounds. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


The  number  of  Council  houses  examined  for  infestation 
by  bugs  was  133  and  of  these.,.  13  were  found  to  be  slightly 
infested  the  cause  being  the  purchasing  of  second-hand  furniture. 
Sixteen  other  houses  were  examined  and  found  to  be  infested 
and  these  were  also  disinfested. 

The  method  employed  for  freeing  these  infested  houses 
from  bed  bugs  was  surface  disinfestation  by  commercial  insecti¬ 
cides  such  as  “  Ris  ”  and  “  Zaldecide.” 

As  regards  the  removal  of  persons  from  Slum  Clearance 
Areas  to  Council  houses  the  method  continued  has  been  one  in 
which  the  tenants  themselves  can  take  part,  viz.,  scrubbing  with 
soap  and  water  and  paraffin,  after  which  all  furniture  is  sprayed 
with  a  liquid  disinfectant  and  the  tenant  continues  further 
cleansing — clothes  and  bed  mattresses,  etc.,  are  of  course  dis¬ 
infested  by  steam.  This  method  has  proved  efficient  and 
economical  apart  from  being  entirely  safe  ;  moreover,  the  object 
lesson  is  given  of  the  tenants  being  responsible  for  the  keeping 
down  of  vermin. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  the  tenants  themselves  assisted 
by  the  local  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Tenants  in  new  Council  houses  are  periodically  visited  at 
regular  intervals  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectorial  staff  with  a  view 
lg  their  keeping  down  further  infestation  ;  in  addition,  powers 
have  been  obtained  under  The  Sunderland  Corporation  Act, 
1935,  Section  155,  for  the  examination  of  second-hand  furniture 
including  pictures  in  second-hand  dealers’  shops  to  prevent 
the  reinfestation  of  a  clean  Council  house  by  tenants  buying 
second-hand  articles. 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 


We  can  now  record  the  completion  of  our  five  years’  pro¬ 
gramme  of  slum  clearance  as  regards  the  representation  of  areas 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  holding  of  public  enquiries. 

This  programme  has  entailed  a  very  large  part  of  the  work 
of  my  department  for  the  last  few  years. 

During  1933,  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  encourage  progress 
in  slum  clearance,  issued  their  circular  to  all  Local  Authorities, 
authorising  them  to  submit  a  five-year  plan  of  slum  clearance 
at  an  early  date. 

The  original  slum  clearance  programme  for  this  Borough  in 
the  year  1930  consisted  of  10  areas,  containing  643  houses, 
which  were  occupied  by  1,554  families  comprising  6,524  persons. 

During  the  year  1931,  this  programme  was  supplemented 
with  5  areas,  containing  56  houses,  which  were  occupied  by 
160  families  comprising  609  persons. 

After  taking  into  consideration  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  having  been  brought  into  close  contact 
with  the  very  bad  housing  conditions  existing  in  this  Borough, 
it  was  encouraging  to  have  the  opportunity  to  increase  our  slum 
clearance  programme  to  the  limit  to  what  the  Corporation  could 
reasonably  re-house  in  the  allocated  period  of  five  years — 1933 
to  1938. 

During  these  last  few  years  changes  have  taken  place  in 
housing,  in  so  far  as  the  Government  have,  since  the  1925 
Housing  Act,  passed  into  law  further  Housing  Acts  of  1930, 
1935  and  1936. 

These  Acts  have  extended  and  curtailed  or  altered  the 
procedure  under  previous  Acts. 


Where  in  the  early  part  we  could  obtain  the  demolition  of 
other  obstructive,  congested  and  dilapidated  buildings  other 
than  dwelling-houses,  we  are  now  compelled  to  purchase  such 
buildings. 

The  1935  Housing  Act  altered  the  procedure,  as  regards 
the  inclusion  of  dwelling-houses  and  other  buildings  in  clearance 
areas,  only  on  the  ground  that  by  reason  of  their  bad  arrange¬ 
ment  in  relation  to  other  buildings,  or  the  narrowness  or  bad 
arrangement  of  the  streets,  they  are  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  area,  such  buildings  and 
land  must  now  be  purchased  according  to  the  schedule  of  the 
Act. 


When  defining  an  area,  it  is  sometimes  found  necessary  to 
include  properties  where  shops  or  other  business  premises  are 
attached  to  the  dwelling-houses,  and  in  many  cases  thay  have 
to  be  purchased  at  market  value,  notwithstanding  that  the 
tenemented  portion  of  the  buildings  have  been  dilapidated, 
congested,  wanting  in  the  necessary  conveniences  and  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

In  one  of  our  recent  clearance  orders,  there  was  a  case 
where  a  house  was  occupied  by  three  tenants. 

These  tenants  were  removed  at  different  periods  within  a 
very  short  time  and  a  printing  machine  was  installed  within 
a  few  days,  previous  to  the  public  inquiry  and  this  property 
was  excluded  from  the  Order. 

In  some  cases  dwelling-houses  have  been  condemned  while 
stables,  warehouses,  slaughter-houses,  and  garages  are  fre¬ 
quently  excluded  from  the  area,  although  they  are  within  the 
curtilage  of  these  premises. 

At  the  earlier  inquiries  it  appeared  to  be  a  very  good  argu¬ 
ment  to  prove  internal  dilapidations  and  a  want  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  conveniences,  such  as  food  stores,  cooking  and  washing 
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facilities,  adequate  and  readily  accessible  water  supply  and 
closet  accommodation,  but  now  it  appears  that  the  mam  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  buildings  is  the  main  arguments  for  or  against  their 
demolition. 


In  making  my  representation  at  the  earlier  inquiries,  many 
details  were  tabulated,  such  as  overcrowding,  general  death- 
rates,  infantile  death  rates,  birth  rates  and  other  facts  thought 
to  be  necessary  to  produce  the  full  facts  of  the  conditions  under 
which  these  families  were  living,  but  now  these  items  do  not 
appear  to  be  considered  so  important,  at  the  present  time,  as 
the  main  structure  or  fibric  of  the  dwelling-houses. 


At  the  earlier  inquiries  we  furnished  the  owners  or  their 
representatives  with  a  copy  of  my  evidence  voluntarily,  which 
stipulated  the  principal  grounds  on  which  such  houses  were 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  when  the  1935  Housing  Act 
came  into  force,  it  altered  this  procedure,  in  so  far,  that  a  copy 
of  this  evidence  had  to  be  served  on  every  objector  at  least  14 
clear  days  before  an  inquiry  could  be  held,  this  giving  the 
objector  more  time  to  prepare  his  case  of  opposition. 


This  Act  now  allows  compensation  for  properties  that  have 
been  well  maintained,  although  they  are  condemned,  such  com¬ 
pensation  being  of  a  larger  amount  in  the  case  of  properties 
occupied  by  the  owners. 


It  is  rather  difficult  to  understand  why,  in  the  five  inquiries, 
we  should  be  able  to  record  approximately  80  to  90  per  cent, 
of  the  owners  or  others  having  an  interest  in  the  properties, 
objecting  to  these  properties  in  the  Clearance  and  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,  unless  it  is,  that  they  hope  to  obtain  com¬ 
pensation  for  well  maintained  properties,  although  such  grants 
could  not  be  obtained  previous  to  the  1935  Housing  Act. 


These  changes  in  the  Housing  Acts  necessitated  an  alter¬ 
ation  in  our  procedure,  in  so  far,  as  where  we  had  defined  rough 


boundaries,  at  the  beginning  of  our  five  year  programme,  of 
suitable  areas  for  clearance,  it  was  found  necessary  to  exclude 
some  of  the  original  buildings  if  they  were  not  occupied  as 
dwelling-houses. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  the  years  progressed  we  found  it 
convenient  to  include  other  adjoining  dwelling-houses  and 
thereby  increasing  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  to  be 
demolished  in  our  live  year  programme. 

The  total  programme  of  clearance  areas  carried  out  and 
submitted  at  the  five  inquiries  consisted  of  61  Areas,  29  of 
which  are  compulsory  purchase  orders  and  32  clearance  orders. 


Although  there  were  only  29  (or  47*5  per  cent.)  of  the  areas 
made  compulsory  purchase  orders  out  of  the  total  of  61  areas, 
it  should  be  understood  that  62-3  per  cent,  of  the  total  acreage, 
or  62 '6  per  cent,  of  the  total  buildings  were  subject  to  Com¬ 
pulsory  Purchase. 

These  areas  contain  1,515  Buildings  or  1,455  Occupied 
Houses,  with  7,313  dwelling-rooms,  which  are  occupied  by  3,849% 
families,  comprising  14,981  persons. 

Practically  all  the  families  from  the  areas  submitted  at  the 
first  three  public  inquiries,  have  been  re-housed  and  when 
necessary,  the  furniture  and  bedding  were  subjected  to  disin¬ 
festation. 

Many  houses  are  now  in  course  of  erection  on  the  various 
housing  estates  and  the  families  still  remaining  in  the  areas 
dealt  with  at  our  last  two  public  inquiries,  will  be  re-housed 
as  soon  as  these  houses  are  available. 


It  is  rather  interesting  to  note,  that  these  61  clearance 
areas  cover  approximately  54  acres,  and  are  077  per  cent,  or 
129th  part  of  the  total  acreage  of  the  Borough. 
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The  occupied  houses  in  these  61  clearance  areas  consists 
of  4-2  per  cent,  of  the  total  houses,  while  the  percentage  of  the 
families  or  persons  are  more  than  eight  per  cent,  of  the  total 
families  or  persons  in  the  Borough. 

This  gives  some  indication  of  the  density  of  these  houses 
and  the  overcrowded  state  of  these  families. 


There  are  other  portions  of  the  Borough,  not  yet  dealt  with, 
where  the  properties  are  very  badly  arranged,  congested,  over¬ 
crowded  and  lacking  in  the  desirable  amenities. 


Many  of  the  owners  do  not  yet  appreciate  the  necessity 
for  a  higher  standard  of  re-housing  for  families  of  the  working 
classes. 


It  is  very  evident,  that  the  most  suitable  method  of  dealing 
with  these  undesirable  parts  of  the  Borough,  is  to  promote 
another  five  year  programme  of  Slum  Clearance. 


Full  details  regarding  the  work  of  Slum  Clearance  and 
re-housing  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  table  and  the  charts 
set  out  details  of  the  areas  dealt  with  at  the  last  two  Inquiries. 
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11  • 

X45  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND. 

FIVE  YEARS’  PROGRAMME  OF  SLUM  CLEARANCE. 


(AS  SUBMITTED  AT  EACH  PUBLIC  INQUIRY). 


Number 
of  Areas 
(rough 
boundaries) 
on  original 
Programme. 

Programme 
carried 
out  each 
year, 

namely : — ■ 

Number 
of  Orders 
submitted. 

I 

Type  of  such  Orders. 

: 

Number 
of  dwelling 
houses  and 
buildings 
(occupied 
and  un¬ 
occupied). 

_ 

Number 
of  dwelling 
houses 
(occupied). 

N  umber 
of 

occupied 

rooms. 

Number 

of 

Families 

Number 

of 

Persons. 

Acreage  of  Orders 
and 

Number  of  Houses 
included. 

Total 

Acreage 

of 

Orders. 

Date 

of 

Council 

Resolution. 

Date 

of 

Public 

Inquiry. 

Date 

of 

Confirmation 

of 

Orders. 

Number  of  Houses  allocated  at  the  date  of 
the  Public  Enquiry  and  Type  and  Locality 
of  such  Houses. 

Total 

Houses 

Allocated. 

Compulsory 

Purchase 

Orders. 

- -  ■  m 

Clearance 

Orders. 

Total  Rooms. 

Estates. 

Compulsory 

Purchase 

Orders. 

Clearance 

Orders. 

1  ; 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Acres 

Houses 

Acres 

Houses 

5 

1933 

6 

3 

3 

100 

87 

_ 

463 

266 

986 

1-82 

80 

081 

20 

2-63 

11th  January, 
1933. 

9th  May, 

1933, 

(Presided  over 
by  Inspector 
Brown.) 

2nd  October, 
1933. 

•  1 

28 

179 

... 

Marley  Pots  and 
Commercial  Road 
Estates. 

202 

6 

1934 

13 

7 

6 

206 

180 

979 

515 

2110 

4979 

165 

1191 

41 

6-170 

14th  February, 
1934. 

15th  May. 

1934. 

(Presided  over 
by  Inspector 
Love.) 

12th  September 
1934. 

44 

... 

332 

91 

... 

Ford  1 

Estate  Flats 

&  Leech-  V  and 

mere  Rd.  Houses 

Estate.  J 

423 

12 

1935 

14 

9 

5 

441 

437 

2686 

1445 

5683 

11-94 

318 

4872 

123 

16-812 

8th  October, 

1935. 

29th  January, 
1936. 

(Presided  over 
by  Inspector 
Bowman.) 

May  and  June, 
1936. 

130 

94 

66 

352 

338 

200 

... 

Ford  Estate. 

Southwick  Estate. 
Utterdipe  Estate. 
Plains  Farm  Estate 

1224 

11 

1936 

21 

8 

13 

500 

486 

2155 

1128 

4348 

12-062 

304 

7-316 

196 

19-378 

10th  March, 

1937. 

7th  September, 
1937. 

(Presided  over 
by  Inspector 
Thorp.) 

22nd  February , 
1938. 

... 

... 

45 

4 

358 

141 

90 

294 

15 

Hylton  Road  Estate. 
High  Southwick 

947 

4 

1 

) 

1937-8 

7 

2 

5 

268 

265 

1030 

495 

1854 

2390 

82 

5-867 

186 

8-357 

13th  October, 
1937. 

15th  February, 
1938. 

(Presided  over 
by  Inspector 
Hill.) 

12 

32 

32 

*  2*2 

126 

34 

28 

31 

44 

56 

MatfS}Hi8hStEast 

and 

Flats — Burleight 

Street  Sites. 

417 

-  —T 

Totals — 

38 

1933 

to 

1937-8 

61 

29 

32 

1515 

1455 

7313 

3849 

14981 

33  191 

949 

20  056 

566 

53-247 

11th  January, 
1933, 
to 

13th  October. 
1937. 

9th  May, 

1933, 

to 

15th  February, 
1938. 

12 

108 

902 

2076 

115 

3213 
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Cases  op  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year  1937. 
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TABLE  II. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Calendar  Year  1937 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents”  whether 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Sex. 

All 

Ages. 
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1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 

Fevers 

2.  Measles 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough  .. 

5.  Diphtheria  .. 

6.  Influenza  . 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . 

8.  Cei  ebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

9.  Tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system 

10.  Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  .. 

11.  Syphilis  . 

12.  General  paralysis  of  the 

insane,  tabes  dorsalis  . . 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease. 

14.  Diabetes  . 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

16.  Heart  Diseases 

17.  Aneurysm  . 

18.  Other  circulatory  diseases. 

19.  Bronchitis 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

22.  Peptic  ulcer . 

23.  Diarrhoea,  &c. 

24  Appendicitis . 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .. 

26.  Other  diseases  of  liver  etc. 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases.. 

28.  Acute  A  Chronic  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  .. 

30.  Other  puerperal  causes  .. 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Pre¬ 

mature  Birth,  Mal¬ 
formation,  etc.  .. 

32.  Senility  . 

33.  Suicide 

34  Other  violence 

35.  Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or 

unknown  .. 
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Totals  . 

M 

F 

1337 

1225 

163 

145 

50 

32 

35 

31 

45 

36 

56 

57 

54 

59 

76 

64 

125 

98 

229 

158 

291 

263 

213 

282 

TABLE  III. 

Infant  Mortality,  Year  1937. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under 

1 

week. 

1-2 

weeks. 

2-3 

weeks. 

3-4 

weeks. 

Total 

under 

1 

■month. 

1-3 

months. 

3-6 

months. 

6-9 

months. 

y-12 

months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

'Influenza  . 

.. 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

9 

Chicken-pox . 

•  • 

< 

Measles . 

•• 

1 

1 

2 

•  • 

4 

!  Scarlet  Fever . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

•• 

-- 

•  • 

Whooping-cough . 

•• 

•  ■ 

1 

1 

r  Diarrhoea . 

•• 

3 

•  • 

3 

\  Enteritis . 

2 

2 

17 

12 

14 

4 

49 

'Tuberculous  Meningitis  .. 

•  • 

1 

1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . . 

•• 

1 

1 

^Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

•  • 

•  • 

rCongenital  Malformations.. 

8 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

•  • 

13 

Premature  Birth . 

62 

13 

2 

1 

78 

5 

1 

84 

[Atrophy,  Debility  and 

Marasmus . 

13 

1 

2 

4 

20 

3 

4 

1 

1 

29 

Atelectasis  . 

10 

9 

12 

•  • 

12 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

1 

l 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Syphilis . 

1 

l 

i 

3 

1 

.  . 

1 

5 

Rickets  . 

.  - 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

.  . 

1 

Meningi  ti s  (not  Tubercu Ions) 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

.  . 

4 

Convulsions  . 

2 

.  . 

i 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

6 

Gastritis . 

1 

1 

.  . 

1 

1 

3 

Laryngitis  . 

.  * 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

,  . 

.  , 

.  . 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

l 

3 

5 

12 

11 

3 

2 

33 

Pneumonia  . 

•  • 

.  . 

2 

1 

3 

8 

17 

4 

6 

38 

Suffocation,  overlying.. 

1 

l 

.  • 

2 

2 

,  , 

,  , 

.  . 

4 

Other  causes . 

2 

l 

•  • 

3 

i 

1 

1 

•• 

6 

Totals  . 

102 

21 

8 

13 

144 

58 

55 

33 

18 

308 
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